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_ _ DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  ARMY  _ 

HEADQUARTERS,"! ST  XIIPAJTTirr^VISION" 


PERATION  ABILi 


1»  yAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION >  1st  Infantry  Division  Operation 
ABILENE  -  Search  and  Destroy,  feeferencei  Maps  Vietnaih,  1*50,000 
Sheets  6343  I,  6443  IV,  6443  I, ,6343  II,  6443  HI,  6443  ll,  6342  I, 

6442  IV,  6442  I,  6543  IV,  6543  III,  6542  IV. 

2.  DAVES  OP  OPERATION  1  300630H  March  1966  -  1 51325H  April  I966. 

3.  GjWRALi  On  300630H  March  1966,  MACV  directed  Operation  ABILENE 
commenced  under  control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  Division  CTOAD 
7-66,  dated  24  March  1966,  specified  that  the  operation  was  to  be 
conducted  in  LONG  KHANH  and  PHUOC  Tiff  Provinces.  The  area  was  bounded 
on  the  vest  by  Highway  15,  on  the  north  by  Highway  1,  on  the  south  by 
Highway  23,  and  on  the  eaat  by  NS  grid  line  YS  00  (Annex  C,  Operation 
Overlap),  The  two  brigade  (reinf)  operation  was  launched  to  loc,v‘.e 
and  destroy  VC  forces  and  base  camps  in  the  area  of  operations.  Two 
reinforced  brigades  operated  in  assigned  zones,  being  prepared  to  •  - 
move  rapidly  by  helicopter  to  successive  areas  of  operation  to  destroy 
any  VC  personnel  or  installations  discovered. 

a.  The  reporting  officer  for  this  report  is  Major  General  /illian 
E.  DePuy,  Commanding  General,  let  Infantry  Division. 

b.  'lask  Organization.  Control  of  the  operation  was  exercised  by 
Headquarters,  1st  Infantry  Division.  Command  Group,  let  Infantry 

Division,  comprised  of  Headquarters  and  Hea^qua rte na.  Company  .(•£- - ~~ 

operated  from  a  taotioal  command  post.f^IC^/  jyxt 


2d  Brigade  Task  Force 
HHQ  2d  Bde  (-) 

2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry 
1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry 
2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry 
let  Battalion,  7th  Artillery 

3d  Brigade  Task  Force 
HHC  3d  Bde  (-) 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 


1st  Battalion',  16th  Infantry 
2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry 
2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  (-) 
let  Div  Arty  Tao  CP 
8th  Battalion,  6th  Artilleqr  (-) 


1st  Hhginewr  Battalion  (-) 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (-) 
1st  Battalion  BAR 
let  Battalion,  26th  Infantry 
121st  Signal  Battalion  (•) 

1st  Aviation  Battalion 
11th  Aviation  Battalion 


Conpigy^C^p  - — ^ 

ColXlbert  fi.  liilioy 

lit  Col  Willlaa  S.  Hath»w«y  * 
It  Col  Karl  R.  Morton 
Lt  Col  Herbert  McChrystal 
Lt  Col  John  H.  fy  III  (//I 

Col  V/illiaa  D.  Brodbeck 


QjW-  bb,. 


)A^)r  (o(o 


Uaj  Ronald  T.  Theiss  (30  Imr- 

10  Apr.  - 

Lt  Col  Richard  PrillrmeiK(lO  / 

Lt  Col  S,  Henry  rxr^TTs  rT 

Lt  Col  Kyle  W.  Bowie  (TS)  I  \ 

Lt  Col  Fra^k  R.  Tims  V _ /  / 

Col , Marlin  W.  Camp  1  —  -i 

Lt  Col  Anthony  Potruzsi  (C$  .  jut- 

5  Avr) 

Lt  Col  John  R.  MoGiffert  (5  Apr) 

Lt  Col  Howard  L.  Sargent 
U  Col  Paul  Fisher 
Lt  Col  A.Y.  Proooo 
Lt  Col  Erskint  Smith 
Lt  Col  R.R.  Curing  ten 
Lt  Col  Harold  0.  Koebaugh 
Lt  Col  John  tf,  Leqtarbaoh 
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4.  INTELLIGENCE*  a*  Intelligence  Prior  to  Operation*  The  total 
population  of  FHUOC  TOY  Province  ia  136,000  with  approximately  }Q,000 
in  the  VUNG  TAU  area  (YS  2744).  Of  the  total  population,  07,000  live 
in  GVN  controlled  area,  22,000  live  in  area*  undergoing  pacification, 
12,000  in  areas  considered  relatively  free  of  VC,  and  17»000  are 
living  in  VC  controlled  areas*  Major  population  areas  are  XUY3U  MOC 
(YS  3861),  LONG  DIIW  (YS  4559)  and  BINH  OIA  (YS  4970).'  A  laree  nuaber 
of  the  people  live  along  Route  15*  With  the  exception  of  veiy  few 
llontagnards  and  Chinese,  the  population  is  ethnio  Vietnamese*  A  cur¬ 
few  is  in  effect  in  the  province  between  2200  and  0400,  but  ic  not 
rigidly  enforced.  Approximately  3 2$  of  the  population  is  Pro-GYN, 

1 2/4  Pro-VC,  and  56$  are  neutral*  Major  religions  are  Buddhism  and 
Catholicism  with  the  former  comprising  70$  of  the  population  and  the 
latter  25$.  The  Catholios  are  generally  anti-Comounlst*  VC  Infra¬ 
structure  is  established  down  to  village  and  hamlet  level*  In  some 
areas  it  is  clandestine  and  others  the  political  cadre  require  armed 
soldiers  to  protect  them  and  to  insure  that  the  poople  follow  their 
regulations  and  policies*  The  major  highways  are  Boute  15  whrch 
extends  from  BIEN  HOA  (YT  0113)  to  VUNQ  TAU  (YS  2744),  Boute  2  Aich 
extends  from  BA  HIA  (YS  3661 )  to  Route  1  (YT  4305),  and  Route  23 
which  extends  from  BA  RIA  (YS  3661 )  to  HAM  TAN  (S3  0479)*  Limited 
light  industry  consisting  of  charcoal  production,  rice  milling,  and  - 
fish  processing  occupies  20$  of  the  population* 'Agriculture  and  fish* 
ing  are  the  main  ocqupatlons*  Rio e  must  be  Imported  to.  feed  the  pop¬ 
ulation,  while  the  nation-wide! inflation  has  affected' FHUOC  ?UY  with 
the  largest; price-  increases  for  rioo*  Inflation  and  other  ohaotio 
economio  eitu^^QUI  ^^^t^  fpqip^li^q^y'opepa^pnq-  affqrda-  the 
enemy  opportunity  to  dlreot  tlie  diesatiftfadti^f  df  tHe  people  dgainft 
CVN  and  Tree  World  Forces,  Through  propaganda  and  terrorism  the  VO 
have  considerable  influence  on  the  population,  enabling.bia  to  use 
them  as  a  source  of  intelligence*  lie  has  oonvinced  or  ordered  them 
to  be  uncooperative  with  friendly  troopa*  We  can  expeot  Utile  sup¬ 
port  from  the  people  without  them  being  oonvinood  that  lasting  security 
can  be  expected  against  VC  reprisals  for  landing  assistance  to  our 
forces*  Local  incidents  of  rioe  shortages  are  expected  to  occur  and 
refugees  are  expeoted  to  result  from  operations  in  the  area*  Numbers 
of  VC  anti-airoraft  weapons  were  unknown,  but  intense  small  arms  and 
automatic  weapons  fire  was  expeoted  to  be  directed  at  airoraft  flying 
at  low  levels  over  the  BINH  BA  Plantation  (YS  4574)  area  and  the  vicin¬ 
ity  YS  3577*  In  addition,  low  level  flights  along  Boute  2  oould  ex¬ 
peot  to  receive  some  ground  fire* 

The  eneay  has  a  well  established  intelligence  system  for  both 
politioal  and  combat  intelligence*  The  VC  has.  a  high  degree  of  oontv-1 
over  the  rural  population  and  hue  little  diffioulty  moving  througio  « 
the  province*  He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  area  and  terrain 
suits  hia  hit  and  run  type  campaigns*  Hs  has  fret  use  of  lrxgs  ait:  a 
of  the  provinoe  within  which  he  has  bases,  training  areas,  and  aupol* 
caches*  .  . 


The  enemy  is,  however,  dependent  on  external  support  and  gs,s 
much  of  his  manpower,  subsistence,  end  supplies  from  the  people  ti  e 
loss  of  which  would  he  deoieive*  The  VO  logistical  system  is  de.ns> 


dent  upon  oaohee  for  sustained  operations  end  dsstruotion  or  confisca¬ 
tion  of  their  oaohea  limits  VC  oombat  capabilities.  He  is  vulnerable 
to  attaok  by  air  and  artillery  when  concentrated  end  leaks  edoquete 
air  defense  weapons  or  artillery  support*  The  enemy  hem  e  long  and 
in  trioats  infiltration  system  for  war  materials  and  nay  lest  suffioisnt 
transport  to  rapidly  resupply*  Be  is  vulnerable  to  obemioal  agents, 
sustained  oombat,  and  aggressive  pursuit* 
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The  enemy  has  the  capability  tc  attack  any  target  in  PIIUOC  TUY 
Province  with  up  to  two  main  force  regircents  supported  by  co:.;  ; re¬ 
size  local  force  units.  He  can  be  expected  to  reinforce  with  cwc 
main  force  regiments  within  four  days  and  defend  his  base  areas 
the  above  forces.  Most  of  his  activities  will  be  directed  to  restrict¬ 
ing  or  denying  for  limited  periods  the  use  of  LOC's  by  interdiction, 
sabotage,  and  ambush.  He  will  attempt  to  ambush  friendly  units  and 
to, conduct  harassing  mortar  fire  and  sabotage  attacks  against  friendly 
forces  and  installations.  Any  regimental  or  larger [scale  attack  will 
probably  be  of  short  duration,  violently  exeouted,  and  at  a  time  and 
place  the  enemy  feels  he  has  achieved  tactical  surprise  as  well  as 
numerical  superiority.  '  The  enemy  will  defend  his  base  areas  with  the  . 
forces  Immediately  available  to  him  when  he  feels  such  bases  are  crit¬ 
ical.  He  will  employ  local  foroes  to  aid  in  extricating  main  force 
unit3.  He  has  been  in  his  base  areas  for  several  years  and  has  had  an 
opportunity  to  prepare  positions  in  depth,  establish  supply  caches, 
and  prepare  escape  routes. 

b.  Enemy  Situation  During  Operation i  There  was  dhe'l&rge  eacou..’.  ir 
with  elements  of  a  main  force  pnit  .d^rihg  the  operation?  pn  11 
1966,  in  vioini,ty  YS  535855*  C  Company,  24  Battalion,  16th  Infantry 
made  contact  with  .elements  of  D0OO  Battalion,  killed  41  (BQ)  and 
possibly. -killed  an  additional  fifty.  (  The  majority  of  remaining  VC 
loss  os  fluring  th'e.  period  were  ’from  guerrilla  or  local  force  units. 

The  5th  'ino  94th  'Main  force 'Bogiwen to  were  nol-iD  the  province  wher. 
the  operation  commenced?  The  $4th  Regiment  waa  moving  book  into  the" 
area  when  the  operation  terminated?  &wept  for  ocoaslonal  small  r.rw 
fire  and  mining  by  small  local  force  elements,  U.8?  formes  operated 
almost  witnout  opposition  throughout  the  province.  Engineer  elements 
experienced  harassment  by  mines,  road  cuts,  and  the  demolition  of 
bridges.  VC  guerrilla  foroes  avoided  contact  and  most  VC  were  killed- 
at  night  by  ambush  patrols. 

Despite  constant  surveillance,  no  significant  VC  movements  were 
noted  during  daylight  hours.  Interrogation  of  VC  oaptives,  translation 
of  captured  documents,  the  engagement  of  C  Company,  2/l6  Infantry,  and 
intelligence  from  HACV  indicated  that  larger  main  force  unite  were 
moving  back  into  the  provinoe.  There  were  very  few  returns  from  air¬ 
borne  sensory  devioes  indicating  that  ths  VC  has  limited  mesne  of  trans¬ 
portation  or  chose  not  to  use  them.  The  seme  sensory  devices  failed  to 
detect  any  significant  aotivity  in  areas  long  regarded  as  belonging  te 
the  VC. 

Base  oaope  sad  supply  facilities  wore  generally  found  along 
streams.  Relatively  few  booby  traps  end  mines  were  encountered.  Al¬ 
though  a  terlal  losses  to  the  VC  were  significant,  the  lcuos  prob~l]y 
will  not  have  any  major  adverse  eff sots  on  future  VC  plans  or.  I  ent  v- 
tions. 

Intelligence  for  the  operation  was  valid.  Uajor  VC  forces  were 
out  of  the  province  at  the  start  of  the  operatioi-.j  and  major  bass  .'-Teas 
proved  to  be  located  generally  as  expected.  Little  information  was 
available  on  looal  foroes  particularly  as  to  locations,  strengths,  and 
probable  havens.  Ths  C20  was  encountered  in  its  operational  area? 

BIHH  BA  Plantation,  however  little  was  known  or  has  been  learned  about 
ether  local  units. 

Ths  relocation  of  people  from  VC  oontxolled  to  OVB  oor. trolled 
areas  should  reduos  ths  civilian  labor  force  available  to  the  VC  as 
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well  as  present  obstacles  to  the  acquisition  of  supplies*  VC  propa¬ 
ganda  has  suffered  a  set  back  by  the  unres ti&cted  movement  of  US  and 
GVN  troops  and  officials. 

Forces  engaged  in  the  operation  were  D800  Bn  of  the  94th  Regiment, 
C20,  a  local  force  company,  probably  C4  and  C21  local  force  companies 
and  local  guerrillas, 

c.  Terrain  and  Weather*  The  terrain  is  flat  and  gently  rolling  with 
most  elevations  under  150  meters.  Two  hill  masses  dominate  the  tv*'- in¬ 
west  portion  of  PHUOC.TUY  Province,  NUI  0N0  CAU  (YS  3666)  and  HUI  T?:i 
VAI  (YS  2971)*  The  jungle  areas  are  generally  dense  with  trees  up  to 
100  feet  and  secondary  growth  up  to  20  feet  providing  good  concealment 
and  come  oover  in  most  places.  The  trees  in  ihe  plantations  along 
Route  2  are  from  1.2  to  20  feet  tall  and  10  to  1 5  feet  aprxt  providing 
good  concealment  from  air  observation*  Ground  under  the  trees  is 
generally  clear  of  brush  and  undebgrowth,  Ihe  main  waterways  are  the 
SONG  0**1  KEP  end  SONG  THI  VAI  whibh  form  the  western  provincial  bor¬ 
der  and  ara  navigable  up  to  vicinity  Y3  1663.  Other  significant  water* 
ways  are  the  SONG  BA  BAP,  which  flotS  from  YS  4857  to  YS  5858,  and  tie 
SONG  DJNH,  which  flows  from  northeast  to  southwest,  crosoin^  Route  15 
vicinity  YS  375610*  Both  are  fordable  in  the  dry  season.  The  major 
highway  through  the  operational  area  is  Route  2,  extending  from  BA  ;^A 
(YS  3761)  to  Route  1  (YT  \305). 

Weather  waa  dry,  hot,  end  dusty  due  to  a  lack  of  preQipitrtion* 
Some  relief  from  the  heat,^  afford ed^by  the  .shade  of  the  rubber 
plantations.  High  humidity  w«s  experienced  in  the  early  morning,  with 
mlnimums  in  the  mid  aftfnvoon.  '  . 

d.  Counterintelligence*  OPO^D  7-66  called  for  the  development  end 
execution  of  a  deception  plan,  'A  false  coarafcion  order  was  published 
(FRAG  Order  33-66 )  directing  a  brigade  sine  operation  which  would 
focue  attention  on  the  HAT  RICH  art*  of  EiUOC  HJY  Province  and  divert 
attention  from  the  actual  area  of  operation.  The  falae  operation 
order  was  fully  coordinated  with  ARV|  units.  Air  and  artillery  sup¬ 
port  was  coordinated  with  the  appropx\ate  BA3C  and  TACC.  The  decep¬ 
tion  plan  was  designed  to  produce  the  tallowing  results* 

(1)  Deceive  the  VC  as  to  the  aotual  free  of  operation, 

(2)  Cause  the  VC  to  withdraw  to  the  actual  area  of  operation  c*st 
of  Highway  2. 

#•  Fortifications  varied  from  simple  foxh*!**  and  anti-airc-vit 
emplacements  to  tunnels  with  a  height  of  6  feet, 

f,  CA/PSYOP*  The  mission  directed  sn  aggressive  P3Y0P  pxogi«o  to 
enoourege'ralliers  and  gain  "information  on  location  of  VCt  and  t*  con¬ 
duct  a  Civio  Action  program  as  required,  with  euchtsis  on  MSB CAP, 

During  the  period  1  to  1)  April,  approximate 900, (hO  lo&flcio 
were  dropped  in  the  area  of  operation.  Annex  S  depicts  t'  c  locations 
and  d*y*  the  drops  were  made.  Some  flights  were  caireHeA  dte  to 
aircraft  maintenance  and  ooasitments  of  a  higher  prio.vy.  Jtjt.  April 
7  to  the  completion  of  the  operation,  leaflet  drops  tr,»  oonducted 
during  delight  hears  only*  Vio  flights  sore  made  by  q-47  aad  B-10  • 
airoxaft* 
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Loudspeaker  tapes  were  utilized  during  the  operation  to  exploit 
information  obtained  from  captured  VC  and  VCS.  Various  Chieu  loi  a.ud 
hamssing  tapes  were  played  during  the  hours  of  darkness  from  0-47 
aircraft*  U-10  aircraft  were  used;  betwetn  0900  and  1700  as  a  means 
of  delivery  for  taped  Messages* 

Prior  to  the  operation,  planning  and  coordination  wa3  made  vith 
province  and  die triot chiefs  for  action  to  be  taken  with  non-coir.batar.ts. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  Vietnamese' to  establish  a  refugee  col¬ 
lection  point  within  the  district.  Refugees  collected  by  brigades  wore 
turned  over  to  ARVN  control  a a  soon -as  possible.  ARVN  had  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  movement  of  refugees,  with  U.S.  foroet  providing  any  assis¬ 
tance  requested. 


Approximately  1500  persons  treated  by  IffiDCAP  teams.  Twenty-five 
tons  of  commodities  were  distributed  to  families  within  the  area  of 
operations.  Construction  material  provided  to  the  village  of  01*1 
TRINCH  (Y3  266666)  included  3200  sheets  of  tin  end  1JOO  amok*  ef 
cement  to-  repair  damage  to  the  houses. 

Success  of  the  PSY0P3/CA  program  can  be  witnessed  by  the  reports 
of  enemy  activity  made  by  Vietnamese  nationals. 


g.  See  Annex  A  for  Eheoy  Order  of  Battle. 

%  MISSION!  COMUSMACV  assigned  the  1st  Infantry  Division  (Reinf)  the 
mission  of  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  in  PHUOC  TUY 
Province  to  locate  end  destroy  elements  oi  the  94th  end  9th  VC  Regi¬ 
ments,  their  base  camps  and  the  MAY  TAO  Secret  Zone. 

6.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION!  Operation  ABIL215  fas  tq  be  conducted  oyer 

a  large  area,  utilizing  a  series  of  supr.?^ t  bases  from  which  operations 
throughout  PHUOC  TUY  Province  could  bs'  mounted,  Tfo  brigades  would 
enter  initial  areas  of  operation  and  than  bp  moved  to  successive 
areas  of  operation  to  employ  aajiwug  oombat  power. to  destroy  VC 
forces  md  tbsir  base  camps.  •  Maximum-use  of  hsiioppters  was  plsnusd  . 
throughout  tbs. operation* tonove  focofeJib  Vlook,  and  destroy  VC  forces 
attempting  to  .ssbipi;  •  naval 

gunfire,  TAG  air,  end  armed  hellooptsyq  to  be  plsoed  on  LZ*a  and  to 
be  provided  throughout  the  operation  as  harsesing  and  intsrdiotion 
fires  or  fires  on  targets  of  opportunity.  Areas  of  operations  wort 
to  bt  adjusted  as  plans  developed  during  the  execution  (Annex  D).‘ 

7.  EXECUTION »  Commending  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  received  a 
directive  on  2  February  to  conduot  an  operation  in  PHUOC  TUY  Province 
to  locate  and  destroy  VC  foroes  end  their  base  areas.  Cods  ness  was 
CLAY. 


On  19  February,  MACY  direoted  a  two-brigade  operation  in  1UU0C  r. 
Province  to  last  about  10  days  with  the  abject! vs  of  looating  end  des¬ 
troying  elements  of  two  VC  regimants  reported  to  b%  in  the  area.  The 
directive  epeoified  that  part  of  the  operation  was  to  be  conducted  asst 
and  north  of  XUY0  MOC.  nans  were  formulate-  for  Operation  IU2PHI3, 
later  changed  to  Operation  ABtLVS,  end  OPORD  7-66  was  issued  24  March. 
A  large  area  of  operation  was  seleoted  to  allow  freedom  of  actioa  and 
was  adjusted  as  imtsHigenos  was  received. 

D-1  (29  Msroh  1966)1  Hit  vehicle  elemsnts  of  Hq  1st  Infra  try 
Division,  2d  Brigade,  M  Brigade;  Division  Artillexy.  ftippert  Coawri, 
1st  Isgiaaar  Bsttalisn,  end  let  8fms4rom,  4th  Oevaixy  assembled  vis 


CONFIDENTIAL 


9 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Hq  II  Field  Force  Vietnam  (YT  0509)  during  the. day  in  preparation  for 
movement  to  the  area  of  operations.'  All  elements  closed  into  the 
holding  area  by  291700H  without  incidents  during  the  moves. 

.  D-Day  (30  Maroh  1966)1  Operation  ABILE2JB  commenced  300630K  with 
the  movement  by  road  of  Co  Af  1st  Battalion,  Royal  Australian  Regiment 
(mounted  in  AFC*s  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  tight  Horse  Troop)  and  5 
attached  tanks  of  Troop  A,:  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalzy.  This  task -fores 
arrived  at  COURTENAY  airetrip  (Y3  4591)  and  had  it  secured  by  300;  / 

The  remaining  Australian  elements,  including  the  161  at  2CTZA  Battci/, 
were  heliliftsd  by  UH-1D  and  CH-47  airoraft  into  COURTENAY  oomuTncing 
301000H*  All  oompanies  of  the  RAR  had  closed  by  3010501!  And  the  bat—  * 
talion  established  a  perimeter  for  the  defense  of  the  Support  Command 
facilities  and  Division  Tao  CP.  Saturation  patrolling  of  the  area 
(QUB5W3LAXD)  was  oonduoted  throughout  the  day  without  VC  contact. 

2d  Brigade  initiated  its  participation  in  ABILfttS  301200H  wit:, 
the  airmobile  assault  of  2d  Bnt  16th  Inf  into  LZ  NORMAN  (Y3  3793), 
and  subsequent  helilift  of  1st  Bn,  18th  Inf  into  the  same  LZ  (/n Mr.  S). 
Both  battalions  olosed  by  3J1445H.  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  bommenoed  its  air¬ 
mobile  assault  into  LZ  NATHAN  (YS  5936)  J01455H  and  olosed  301530H 
with  no  VC  ocntact.  One  battexy  of  Inc  B'.,  7th  Arty  was  airlifted  \y 
CH-47  into  LZ  NORMAN  olosing  3013*:'H»  Th*  remainder  of  the  battalion 
moved  by  road  with  the  division  or,  a  toy  snt  closed  into  LZ  NOHMaN 
301645H.  The  battalion  deployed  In  ir.tar jodf  ate  positions  at  YS  43 397 j 
to  support  the  initial  landi"gt  aid  comrrv  a'/enei.t.  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf 
assumed  the  mission  of  bri5r.de  reserve  iri  er  rillexy  bass  sscurity. 

The  other  two  infantry  battalions  bogan  search  and  destroy  operations 
toward  the  west  with  1st  fin,  16th  Inf  on  the  north,  and  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf 
on  the  south.  Tho  only  VC  contact  during  the  day  was  made  by  1st  Bn, 
18th  Inf  between  301630H  end  301730H,  when  a  total  of  5  VC  were  engaged 
vie  Y3  340950.  Two  VC  were  killed  and  trail  arms  captured.  The 
units  olosed  for  the  night  with  2d  Brigade  C?t  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf,  and 
1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  at  Y8  365?47|  1st  Bn,  18th  Inf  at  YS  3459351  and 
2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  at  Y8  360660, 

3d  Brigade  prepositioned  all  elements  (less  brigado  trains,  which 
moved  with  the  support  command  convoy  to  COURT SNAY)  at  VUHG  TAU  by 
C-130  airlift  oommanoing  300700K  and  olosing  301625H.  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf 
was  airlifted  from  PHUOC  fINH  to  VUNO  TAU  oommenoing  30090CH  and  closing 
301150H,  at  which  time  it  oams  under  operational  oontxol  of  3d  Brigtds. 
Battery  C,  2d  Bn,  13th  Arty  was  airlifted  from  FHU  LOX  to  /UNO  T..U  by 
C-130  to  augment  2d  Bn,  33d  Arty,  which  had  left  Batteiy  B  i ••  \*f*ns# 
of  the  LAI  KH5  baa#  oamp.  The  brigadr  apart  the  night  «t  fO ' :  V«.7 
Air  Basa  and  prepared  for  Introduction  into  the  arts  of  opoi*-t.  o:.j 
31  Maroh. 

Division  Artillexy  al amenta,  consisting  of  HR!  DLv  Arty,  8th  2n, 

6th  Arty  (•),  and  Btxy  A,  6th  Bn,  27th  Arty  (fl”  3?)  moved  from  the 
II  Plaid  Foro#  at  aging  area  300900H  to  an  irtein.^int#  area  at  YS  435?*.. 
from  which  to  support  2d  Brigade  and  the  ccr.«?y  r:  /ament t  These  jurats 
olosed  at  3011 3QH  and  began  iiepl  to  smart  by  ser *\un  to  Artillery  Basa 
4  (Y3  415879  -  Annas  C)  at  301400H.  All  slemsnU  oiosed  \iio  Arty  Bass 
4  hy  301730B. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (minus  Troop  A)  provided  0 envoy  esoort 
throughout  tho  day  without  lnoldant.  TAO  air  and  trued  hall  top  t  era 
covered  all  eonvey  movements^.  Tho  squadron  doted  into  Arty  Baas  4 
3013001  «kd  provided  nouxlty  for  that  installation. 
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Dfl  (31  March  1966)i  510715H  the  2d  Brigade  continued  to  attack 
toward  tho  oouthwest  with  two  battalions  abrecat,  while  2d  loth 
Inf  continued  as  brigade  reserve  and  conducted  intensive  patrolling 
around  the  CP  area.  At  31004 5?  a  patrol  from  Co  A,  2d  Bn,  15th  Inf 
detained  6  VCS  at  YS  3^595^1  *t  311300H  the  same  patrol,  detained  3 
more  VCS  at  YS  390966*  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  destroyed  730 
pounds  of  bagged  rioe  at  YS  373949*  and  discovered  a  large  base  oernp 
300a  by  550a  in  airo  at  YS  373643*  The  camp  could  accomodato  700  per* 
sonnel  end  ooneiated  of  over  100  bunkers,  buildings,  end  connecting 
trenches.  31  Chinese  grenades  were  destroyed  and  numorou s  documents-  - 
evacurted.  At  311540H  Co  C,  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  was  helilifted  in  two 
lifts  to  search  the  northwest  portion  of  area  NEBRASKA.  Thi  unit 
landed  vie  YS  303960  and  comenoed  patrolling  to  the  north.  Co  C 
closed  for  the  night  at  31 1730?  vio  Y8  300965,  without  oontact.  1st 
Bn,  10th  Inf  closed  for  the  night  in  three  oompany  perimeters  looated 
in  Objective  NANCY,  with  Co  A  at  YS  3209H|  Co  B  at  IS  315?10§  «u;d 
Co  C  at  YS  323911.  2d  Battalion,  10th  Infantxy  also  occupied  three 
oompany  perimeters,  Co  A  at  YS  360031 |  Co  B  at  YS  3670471  and  Co  3 
at  YS  360066. 

3d  Brigade  conducted  aimobile  aseniltd'lhto  three  LZ's  in  ai^a 
OREGON  and  moved  ite  *appcrtlil£‘firtilleiy  and  brigade  CP  into  the  area 
by  CH-47  helicopter*  The  LZ's  were  prepared  by  TAG  air,  general  sup* 
port  artillexy,  naval  gunfire,  end  armed  helicopters  prior  to  iatorduo. 
tion  of  the  infantry  battalions*  31Q6Q5H  the  1st  Bh,  2d  Inf  corMenced 
its  assault  into  LZ  PORTIA)!!)  (YS  3377  -Annex  C},  dosing  by  310900U 
with  negativs  contaot.  Ons  battexqf,  2d  Bn.  33d  Arty  was  liftod  by 
CH-47  into  LZ  PORTLAND  starting  at  J10855»  end  was  ready  to  fire  by 
310930H;  The  first  lift  of  1st  Bn,  1 6th  Inf  landed  at  LZ  PBniSTON 
(YS  3371)  31094BH.  The  battalion  closed  311035H  with  negative  contact. 
311100H  2d  Bn,  20th  Inf  began  its  assault  into  LZ  8ALS!  (YS  2743)  «nd 
closed *31 1155H  without  VC  oontaot,  CU-47  aircraft 'continued  to  shuttle 
the  brigade  Tac  CP  and  2d  Bh,  33d  Arty  to  L0  PORTLAND.  The  CP  was 
established  at  YS  331770  by  J11230H.  All  artillsiy  elements  closed 
5114303.  All  units  oomaenced  search  and  dostroy  operations  in  sons 
but  made  no  oontact  throughout  the  dqr.  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infattzy 
casuned  a  defensive  perimeter  around  the  CP  and  artillexy  base}  1st 
Bn,  16th  Inf  dosed  for  the  night  at  YS  320726}  end. 24 ’in,  20th  Inf. 
closed  for  the  night  at  Y8  271733.  During  the  day  permission  w re 
sought  and  obtained  from  III  Corps  to  extend  the  area  of  operations  te 
Inolude  the  hill  mass  oentdned  in  YS  2670  -  YS  3062  -  YS  3762  *  YS  4069 
Yd  4070.  This  area  was  added  to  ORZBON  end  responsibility  for  it  given 
to  3d  Brigade. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  departed  the  Div  Arty  Bass  310653?  to 
return  to  the  BIS!  HOA  area  to  esoort  Btay  A,  2d  Bn,  32d  Arty  (l?5am 
SP)  to  XU  AN  LOO  (IT  4609)  and  the  renal  nil  er  of  the  support  eooa'nd 
vshidss  to  COURTS! AY.  310733?  an  Ml  13  was  struck  by  a  oomuand  dotor- 
ated  mins  at  YS  447977*  The  squadron  elements  reaohsd  IX  V91  he* I- 
quarters  31091GH  end  started  the  return  trip  310930H.  The  artillery 
battery  was  positioned  at  XU  AN  LOO  311130Q  and  ihe  remaining  vehicles 
proosedsd  to  COURTS!!!  olosing  at  311315?. 

1st  Battalion,  BAR  oonduotod  5  patrol*  la  area  QDBKSk'JU  while 
securing  the  logistical  ease  «d  CP  a«ea.  Co  C  made  the  only  contact 
during  the  day  at  311)00?  when  a  patrol  engaged  3  10  vio  YB  477907 
with  uakaown  results.  At  312110?,  0th  Ba,  6th  Arty  reoalved  3  mortar 
meads  within  their  perimeter.  Imnltaassaelg.aa  LP  hoard  sounds  sf  a 
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mortar  being  emplaced  at  YS  415867#  Artillery  was  called  Into  the 
area  and  the  firing  ceased.  No  daaage  or  casualties  resulted  froa 
the  mortar  fire. 

D+2  (1  April  1966)*  2d  Brigade  continued  Operation  ABIL  ^  with 
1st  and  2d  &is,  18th  Inf  pushing  further  web«  in  their  respective 
zones.  010855H  Co  C,  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  received  15  rounds  of  AW  fire 
from  YS  356665  as  a  unit  searched  toward  that  area.  No  casualties 
.resulted  and  a  search  of  the  area  yielded  negative  results.  Company 
C,  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantxy  departed  its  overnight  position  vio 
YS  300985  and  eearohed  to  the  southeast.  The  unit  reached  a  pickup 
zone  vio  YS  322988  at  011200H  and  ooonenoed  extraction  01 125011,  closing 
back  into  the  brigade  CP  031310H.  011407H  Co  A,  2d  &i,  18th  Inf  located 
2008  of  trenohes  at  YS  345857  and  a  base  oamp  at  YS  341857*  At  O'UpOA 
the  suAio  unit  disoovered  another  base  oamp  oontaining  18  bunkors  at 
YS  340857#  All  appeared  to  be  of  reoent  construction  but  were  unoc¬ 
cupied.  011437H  Co  A  and  recon  platoon,  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  were  dl;.>tched 
to  searoh  the  area  vio  YS  4193  from  which  a  oonvoy  had  receive?  :.*ocoil- 
less  rifle  fire  at  011355H#  Reoon  piatoon  made  oontaot  with  3  -  72 

at  YS  415935  with  unknown  results.  The  task  force  returned  to  c  ?  C? 
area  leaving  one  platoon  behind  as  an  ambush  force.  Co  A  while  return* 
ing  discovered  a  fresh  tunnel  complex  at  YS  352950,  consisting  of  175 
meters  of  tunnels  and  trenohes.  011$35H  Co  C,  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  uestroyed 
a  $  ton  tractor  and  trailer  at  YS  342670.  By  Oil  BOOH  brigade  elements 
had  olosed  as  followst  1st  Bn,  16th  Ihf  -  Co  A  at  YS  2849551  0*  B  at 
YS  269930|  Co  C  at  IS  2899231  2d  Bnt  18th  lhf  -  Go  A  at  YS  33866d| 

Co  B  at  YS  340670|  Co  C  at  78  348862* 

3d  Brigade  elements  continued  operations  In  sons  at  first  light. 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  conducted  5  oombat  patrols  out  froa  the  CP 


1st  Battalion,,  16th  Infantry  began  searching  to  the  west  at  first 
light.  No  oontaot  was  made  until  011600H  when  Co  B  received  2  60cm 
mortar  rounds  vio  Y8  293715#  OII64OH  the  battalion  started  to  receive 
SA,  AW,  end  mortar  fire  froa  YS  267717#;  Artillery  and  air  strikes 
were  called  and  the  enesy  fixe  oeasedi  4  WIA  were  sustained  but  none 
required  evacuation.  Co's  A  end  C  searched  tho  area  and  found  7 
destroyed  huts.  The  battalion  olosed  with  Co  B  at  YS  292710  and 
remaining  alemcnte  at  YS  279720. 


2d  Bn,  28th  Inf  eearohed  north  from  its  overnight  positions  end 
investigated  the  extensive  trails  end  streams  in  the  area  of  YS  2679  • 
YS  2780.  The  battalion  had  no  oontaot  during  the  day  end  closed- 14 
the  following  areas t  !  Co  4  at  YS  278808|  Oo  B  end  ooanand  group  at 
1  *  Gc.  G 

let  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  escorted  ths  2d  Brigade  train*  from 
Hq  XI  Field  fore*  Yietndm  to  ths ‘division  bads  at  COTJBT0AY.  Ths 
eeoort  elements  departed  Arty  Base  4  01C700H  and  reached  Bq  II  Field 
Fores  Vietnam  01 11)08.  The  return  trip  started  0111458.  0113)58  3 
rounds  of  reooilleae  rifle  fire  vert  received  from  18  456947#  Be 
casualties  or  damage  resulted.  Fire  wee  returned  with  .50  oal  IB, 
90mm  oannon,  and  maud  haliaoptaxe,  but  results  were  unmeww. 


let  Battalion,  XAB,  oooduoted  intensive  patrolling  ef  the  divisiem 
area  but  made  me  oomteet  dazing  the  day. 


0112008  division  F8I0  Order  97-46  was  issued  te.all  waits,  Asia il- 
lag  the  pUm  f  r  HiyUeewl  ef  all  alamante  astept  54  irigads  %a  mew 
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a*eas  of  operation,  2d  Brigade  was  directed  to  move  to  area  TEXAS  i 
Biv  Arty  to  more  to  vie  BDiH  OIA  (YS  4678 ){  and  the  division  log  base 
and  CP  to  dots  to  Log  Base  1  at  BINH  BA  (YS  4474)* 

D+3  (2  April  1966)1  The  main'  activity.*of  tha  day  consisted  of 
the  arelooation  of  2d  Brigade,  Biv  Arty5,  and*  the  division  base  to’ the 
southern  portions  of  the  area  of  operations.  The  movement  started  at 
020644H  with  the  departure  of  Troop  C,  let  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  from 
its  position  at  Arty  Base  4  (YS  4187)  to  the  2d  Brigade  CP  area  to 
escort  HHC  2d  Brigade^  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty -  (•),  and  Btiy  B,  6th  &i, 

6th  Apty  to  new  positions,  020700H 'the /tank elements  of  Troop  A 
departed  Arty  Base  4  to  rendezvous  wi,th  ;the  PM  .Troop  and  Co  B, 

1st  Bn,  RAR  at  COURTENAY.  This  task  force  departed .  COURTENAY  020745H 
and  reached  BIHH  BA  020840H,  .  02004 5H  Co  C,  1st  Bn,  -  RAR  was  lifted  to 
BINH  BA  020840H,  02084 5H  Co  0,  1st  fci,  RAR  was  lifted  to  BUffi  BA  and 
the  area  was  reported  secuted  By  020910H, 


Troop  C  and  the  2d  Brigade  elements  departed  the  old  2d  Brigade 
CP  (YS  362948)  at  02074 5H  and  followed  the  Australian  task  force  south. 
The  two  batteries  of  the  7th  Artillery  ao~'ed  directly  to  firing  ?ooi-  . 
tions  at  YS  469478,  closing  020940H,  wnile  the  remaining  elements 
stopped  temporarily  at  COURTENAY*  After  these  elements  had  all  cleared 
Route  2  (020930H),  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  commenced 
escorting  Hq  Biv  Arty,  8th  Bn,  6th  Arty  (-),  and  the  4th  Cavalry 
trains  to  their  new  base  vlo  BIKE  GIA  (YS  469789),  closing  021043H, 
Troop  S  Replaced  Troop  C  as  security  at  the  new  artillery  base  allowing 
Troop  C  to  return  to  COURTENAY  to  escort  the  division  base  to  BINH  BA, 
At  021140H  HHC,  1st  Inf  Biv,  Support  Command,  2d  Brigade  tr  ins,  3d 
Brigade  trains,  and  the  land  tail  of  1st  Bn,  RAR  departed  COURTENAY, 
Companies  A  and  D,  1st  Battalion,  RAR,  Btry  B,  6th  Bn,  6th  Arty,  the 
Kiwi  (161st)  Btry,  and  a  small  division  Too  CP  remained.  The  Division 
CP  closed  at  COURTENAY  and  opened  at  BINH  BA  (YS  439741)  021590H|  all 
elementa  closed  into  BINH  BA  by  021600H,  Troop  C,  with  attached 
Troop  A  tanks,  then  replaced  Troop  B  at  the  Biv  Arty  Base  by  021610H, 
whereupon  Troop  B  returned  to  COURTENAY  for  the  remaining  wheeled 
elements.  Those  units,  departed  COURTSfAY  02164QH*  Btry  B,  6th  Bki, 

6th  Arty,  olosed  div  arty  position  021719H,  end  the  Kiwi  Bt^  closed 
BINH  BA  021730H,'<  The  two  remaining  companies  of  the  1st  Bn,  RAR,  wart 
halilifted  from  COURTENAY  .to  BINH  BA  and  oloaed  021607H, 


After  the  establishment  of  the  artillery  in  temporary  positions, 
2d  Brigade  began,  its  airmobile  displacement,  '  Following  TAC  air  and 
artillery  preparations,  let  Eh,  16th  Inf  conducted  an  airmobile 
assault  on  LZ  TERRY  (YS.  330770  -  Annex  C)«  #No  contact  was  made  and* 
the  battalion  begen  to  move  southwest,  with  Co  C  remaining  temporarily' 
to  secure'  the  LZ,  0?1,14SP  the  battalion  ‘found  a  small  base  oamp  at 
YS  990760  and  killed  one  VC  trying  to  esbape,  031620H  the  battalion  . 
engaged  3  VC  at  YS  551762  sustaining  one  WIA  frozen  M-79  round,  .The 
VC  fled  with  no  losses. 


021207H  tha  brigade  Tao  CP  and  Btry  A,  1st  Bh,  7th  Arty  were 
lifted  by  CH-47.  to  LZ  T£RHYt  TAC  air,  artillery,  and  naval  gunfire 

lift*!  'HSBiaASKi. 

021230H  and  olosing  021420H,  Upon*  arrival  the  battalion  bepame  'brigade 
rapid  reaotion  and  CP security  fores*  The' wheeled  .elements 'pf  brlgldp 
hand  quarters  moved  from  COURTENAY  with  tha  division  base  element*- 
closing  LZ  TERRY  02140069  1st  7$h  Arty  (-)  dippUood  by  *oh**qn 
from  Its  temporary  positions  to  that  &amr.  C®  ‘attee  and  oldsad  02t$QK« 


Mr  » 


•  ...  '  • 
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021500H  2d  Bn,  26th  Inf,  was  alerted  for  attachment  to  2d  Brigade, 
and  to  conduct  an  airmobile  assault  into  an  LZ  at  YS  560780,  with  the 
mission  of  blocking  VC  escape  to  the  south  between  YS  571691  and  YS 
7105&9*  Tho  attachment  became  effective  021430H  and  following  a  TAC 
air  and  artillery  preparation.  The  battalion  dosed  on  the  LZ  021725# 
and  deployed  in  blocking  positions  between  YS  570690; and  YS  581 7ft 
without  VO  contact.  Between  021800B  and  021900H  the  2d  Brigade  oat? 
talions  dosed  in  the  following  locational  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  -  Co  A  at 
YS  5677171  Co  B  at  YS  5697191  Co  C  at  YS  562720*  1st  Bn,  18th  Inf  -  Co 
A  at  YS  5537571  Co  B  at  VS  550750*  Co  C  at  YS  543750*  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  • 
Co  A  at  YS  521770*  Co  B  at  Y3  517777*  and  Co  C  at  YS  525781*. 

2d  Brigade  continued  to  conduct  searoh  and  destroy  opera tio; is  in 
the  three  battalion  sectors.  Company  A,  1st  Battdion,  2d  Infantry 
(reinforoed  with  one  platoon  of  Co  0}  conduoted  an  ^airmobile  assault 
into  LZ  QUEEN  (YS  365753)  commencing  020600H.  The  unit  closed  on  the 
ground  020846H  and  deployed  to  blcck  VC  fining  the  BINE  5A  area  to 
the  west.  A  patrol  from  Co  B,  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  mode  contaot  with  ha 
estimated  VC  squad  at  0209308  vie  YS  359731#  The  patrol  nainl  v'.ied 
contact  and  at  021000H  Co  A  was  instructed  to  move  north  to  intercept 
any  VC  attempting  to  flee  in  that  On/ motion.  021300H  Co  A  leeat-4  a 
regimental  sized  supply  point  at  YS  232768.  The  supply  point  had  been 
recently  evacuated. 


2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  moved  ftfoa  previous  positions  to  a 
pickup  zone  at  YS  2479  from  which  it;  was  extracted.  1st  Battalion, 

16th  Infantry  continued  pushing  to  the  wost  without  incident,  dosing 
021730H  with  Co  A  at  YS  256707*  Co  B  at  YS  255/14*  *hd  Co  C  at  YS  ?6>6?1r 


to 


020745H  Btry  A, 
a  HP  compound;  at; 


33d  Artylstamd  .iiwyi^t  py  $H-4]  gircraf$  . 

- - ]8.  THJNH  (YS  269669)  from  which  it  Qould  support 

1st  Bn,  ,16th  Jnfj  The.;\niit  dosed  02C85CH.  ready  to  fire* 

a*  dud  on  t4>9 

COnjtTmY  airs  trip#  C/21000B  the  pilot  erf  <m  OH^I}  helloopter  nnying 
the  battalioxi  commander  was  wpunded  by  ground  fire  from  YS  456850,  but 
he  succeeded  ip  landing  safeiy.'T.the  baltalibh'madq  several  oontadta/  .* 
while'  eepuripg  .tpe;  BE®  BALMrbSiip.  •;  •  Q9*jpwyf'B‘  <4 M  tare  VC  (believed 

KIA)  and  oaptured  twp  $A  at  OalQCQn  He  Y9  “461745#  Siriul^hQCwiiY  Co  a 
engaged  three  VC  at  YS  424743  wturlpa  one  VC#  Oe!a  B  $nd  0 

made  oontept  dt^.acVq.platobiiJ;lit.YS . 4p1 74 J  refrlXtatag^ih 'i'.VC  XU  ($C) 

and'  Otte  Wv  Qfcf 50QR ppjoPer  jjf.’JB .  pta*  •  engaged;  etf. 

YS  445945  resultln*  fcf  Kt*  UyfW' 

&t  YS  426763  read  ting  in  fivfVCG.'  The  battalion  established  a  peri* 
epter  around  tha  *  BE®  BA  am.  by  ,Q21 7305  and  diepatpbed  ambush  patpili 
during* ths  night.  <■"  V>’\ 


u  f  • 


B+4  (3  April  196fi)r  02071$E  2d  ft»,  16th  Inf,  and  lit  2d,  16th  In.- 
continusd  to  attack  to  the  southwest  in  thsir  respective  soaoe.  Ur“v 
the  morning  Co  B,  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  conducted  a  patrol  south  of  ths  bri¬ 
gade  CP  area*  2d*  Battalion,  28th  Infan t^r  remained  in  blocking  posi¬ 
tions  previously  established  and  conduoted  snail-unit  patrols  out  fxon 
that  location.  030624B  Co  C,  lit  Jh,  18th  Inf  nagagad  and  killsd  one 
VC  at  YS  554745  and  xeoovared  his  weapon.  051120S  intelligence  sources 
indicated  the  presence  of  a  hlgh-1  aval  Bp  headquarters  end  a  battalion 
sissd  foroe  vie  YS  5271#  A  steady  stream  of  TAC  air,  artille^r,  naval 
gunfire,  and  armed  helloopter  fires  was  placed  in  the  area  throw&out 
the  afternoon,  end  HU  fire#  were  plaoed  in  the  area  during  the  sight. 
031390  Co  A,  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  looatod  a  large  10  base  cany  at  YS  565705 
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containing  15  barracks  and  classroom  buildings.  The  installation  was 
destroyed*  0*1400H  Co  C9  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  found  a  supply  dump  at  IS 
567697  containing  222  tons  of  ripe9  which  was  destroyed  by  dousing  in 
JP4  end  burning*  031400H  24  B&9!  18th  Inf  was  alerted  to  move  two  00m* 
pandas  by  helloopter  to  bloojdng  positions  vlo  YS  5168  to  prevent  the 
suspected  VC  battalion  from  escaping  during  the  night*  The  first  lift 
of  Ce^  A  and  C  reached  the  ^iZ  (YS  515685)  at  021645H,  and  completed  at 
031730H.  031715H  two  VC  fired  at  an  armed  helicopter  teami  fire  was 
returned  killing  both  VC*  Another  fire  team  drew  heavy  AV  fire  0317308 
from  YS  502723*  An  air  stride  was  pleoed  on  the  area  and  the  firing 
ceased* 

2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantzy  located  numerous  small  oamps,  tunnels  9 
and  storage  areas  along  the  SONG  RAI  River  while  patrolling  out  from 
its  blooking  positions  between  YS  574690  and  YS  587708a.  A  total  of 
three  tons  of  rice  and  five  structures  were  destroyed  during  the  day* 

Between  03180QH  and  0319OOP  the  2d  brigade  elements  closed  into 
positions  as  follows!  2d  Bn9  16th  Inf  A  at  YS  56869*1  to  B  at 
YS  5676881  C*  C  at  YS.  564690 )  Ipt  Bn,  13tL  inf  -  Co  A  at  YS  537740J 
Co  B  at  YS  549741 1  Co  C  (-)  at  Y$  552727*  one  platoon  of  Co  C  at 
YS  54^727 1  2d  EtiV  18th  Inf  -  Co  4  at  YS  50269O1  Co  B  at  YS  520775 
(brigade  CP)|  ,>Cd  C  at  YS  521680;  reoon  platoon  end  command  group  at 
YS  5226841  2d  28th  Inf  deployed  along  a  lint  between  YS  5769  and 
YS  5971* 


3d  Brigade  'continued  search  and  destroy  operation  In  area 
OREGON  with  two  infantzy  battalions*  1st  Battalion#  2$  Infantzy  con* 
ducted  three  platoon,  size  patrols  from  the  brigade  CP  during  the  day* 
030909H  Co  B  oonduoted  an  aizanbbijLe  assault  into  an  LZ  at  YS  377792, 
following  air  and  artillery*  preparations*  The  unit  made  no  0  on  tact  on 
the  LZ  and  commenced  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  north*  0310318 
a  Co  A  patrol  exohanged  fire  with  a  small  VC  foroe  at  YS  355771  •  The 
VC  fled  and  the  area  was  search^*.  Many  tunnels  and  foxholes  were 
found  but  nor  evidence'  of  VC  oasu^lties  was  apparent* 

1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  completed  its  push  west  toward  Route 
15  during  the  day, 'starting  at  Q30820H  by  searching  south  from  its  over¬ 
night  position*  .031120H  the  battalion  received  heavy  SA  fire  from  a 
village  at  YS* 268669*  Fire  was  'rp turned  with  SA  and  mortars  and  several 
explosions  ooourred  in  houses  thqt  caught  fire*  At  031220H  it  was 
determined  that  there  were  friendly  oivilians  and  PP  Troops  in  the 
village*  The  battalion  moved  into  the  village  to  give  medical  aid  to 
six  wounded  civilians  and  assist  in  extinguishing  the  fires  that  had 
been  started*  The  battalion  remained  in  tnat  ana  for  the  remainder 
of  the  day*  031700H  it  was  alerted  for  possible  oonmitmart.  to  the 
2d  Brigade*  The  battalion  established  oversight  location  as  follows  1 
Co  A  at  YS  2766651  Co  B  at  YS  274f6l|  and  Co  0  at  78  271668* 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Oavalqr  mainHiUs4  ••ourity  positions  around  the 
2Hv  Arty  Base*  One  platoon  of  Tppqp  J)  s|oorted  an  engineer  work  party 
to  a  damaged  bridge  at  YS  455693*  ■  1|t  Engineer  Battalion  personnel 
repaired  the  bridge  by  030830a*  All  sqiutdxon  elements  olosed  ay  0317558* 


031030H  a  rchiolt  from  6th  Bq,  6th  Arty,  while  on  a  water  run, 
made  a  wrong  turn  onto  Bout#  2  from  tho  dLv  ag$  base.  It  prooeeded 
north  to  YS  462622  whore  it  reoslvsd  SA  fir*/  killing  the  two  .person* 
nsl  on  board*  A  mounted  patrol  from  Troop. 6,  1st  8quadronv  4th  Cavalry 
was  dispatched  to  tho  area  end  recover  «*i/the  bodies  and  vehlola* 
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1st  Battalion,  RAH,  continued  patrolling  area  VICTORIA,  Co  A,  in 
conjunction  with  ARVN  and  National  Police,  searched  the  village  of  BBJH 
BA  and  interrogated  1200  vUlogexe*  A  patrol  from  Co  B  discovered 
350-1 201ba  bags  of  rice  at  YS  405730,  03t115H«  The  rice  was  evacuated* 

D+5  (4  April  1966)1  The  division  oontinued  Operation  ABILENE 
with  2d  Brigade  conducting  a. detailed  search  of  base  caapo  and  supply 
caches  discovered  3  April,  aiid  3d  Brigade  displacing  to  area  KANSAS* 

2d  Brigade  searched  the  area  where  the  large  VC  force  had  been 
reported  3  April  but  without  significant  VO  contact.  At  first  light 
2d  Bn,  I6th  Inf  displaced  to  occupy  blocking  positions  bet.,  oen  V* 

523663  and  YS  550688,  from  which  the  battalionvsent  email  unit  patrols 
to  the  north*  The  battalion  found  numerous  base  camp?  and  deetroyed 
over  350  tons  of  rice,  SA  ammunition,,  and  .miscellaneous  supplies*  The 
battalion  closed  for  the  night  with  Co  A  at  Y3  547688*  Co  B  at  YS 
5556871  and  Co  C  at  YS  542678*. .  r..  .  . 

2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  (less  Co  B)  blocked  between  Y3  523663 
and  YS  492702  while  sending  patrols  to  the  north  and  northeast*  Patrols 
during  the  day  found  several  email  base  camps,*'  041545H  Co  C  located  an 
Ammunition  cache  at  Y3  511 676  and  destroyed  150f  rounds  of  Ja  ammo ,  100 
mortar  fuzes  and  a  maohiiie  gun  barrel*  The'  battalion  made  no  further 
contaot  and  closed  tilth  Co  A  at  YS  493698}  Co  B  at  YS  5207751  Co  C  at 
YS  520680)  and  reoon  platoon  tilth  the  ccmmEnd  group  at  YS  522687* 

2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  blocked  between  YS  550688  and  YS 
575690  and  sent  patrols  to  the  north  to  oomplete  the  destruction  of 
base  camps  foux^d  3  April  by  2d  Bn;  16th  Inf*  Company  C  at  O4II4OH, 
while  moving  to  the  rice  cache  at  YS  567697*  engaged  in  a  firefight 
with  an  unknown  number*of  VC  at  Y8  566688*  1st  Bn,  16th  Inf  continued  : 
attacking  southwest  along  an  axis  between  YS  5675  And  YS  5271*  Company 
B  found  a  base  oaap  at  YS  557727  at  041210H  and  destroyed  six  huts  con¬ 
taining  a  PA  set,  printing  press,-  some  rice,  and  SA  ammunition*  At '•* 
041325H  Co  B  ’Chased  several  VC  into-  *a  tunnel  oomplex  at  YS  537727* 

CS  was  used  to  flush  the  VC*-  m  the  ensuing  flrdfight  one  VC  was  killed, 
one  captured,  and  a  Russian  carbine  reoovered*  041830H  the  unit  closed 
into  positions  with  Co  A  at  YS  52371 6|  Co  B  at  YS  531724)  and  Co  C  at 
YS  526710.  .  •.'•••• 

■*  »').*, 

041000H  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was  attached  to  the 
brigade  and  given  the  mission  of  blocking  south  and  west  of  LONS  TAN  ; 
village  between  YS  4668  to  Y3  526.5*  > :  The  troop  olosed  this  area  at 
041 BOOH  and  established  its  CP  at  YS  435655.  ..  < 

3d  Brigade  repositioned.  let  16th  Infj  24  to*  33d  '-rty  (less 
attached  Btxy  Q,  24  B*,  15th  A!#,  and  the  brigade  C?  into  are  KANSAS* 

1st  Battalion,  16th  Inf  wap  extreoi#4  to  v£o  XOYWI  WO  (YS  6767)  fro* 
its  petitions  vio  Y8  2766;  oiosin^XOVEW  m  Q41030H*  The  battalion 
formed  a  perimeter  for  the  defense  of  the  ertillexy  and  CP,  the  OB-47 
lift  of  which  started  04Q9154.  to  meohanidal  failures  and  «e ay 
action  the  lift  was  not  ooapleted  until  042Q3P4* .  The  Brigade  CP 
reopened  at  Y8  668675*  04133CH,  Qjie  CH-47  strdpiby  ground  fire 
at  041730H  while  extracting,  fcit  landed  ihfoly  in  +hr  area 

where  it  remained  overnight*  ' 

e 

1st  Battalion.  24  Znfantqr  oonduoted  five  patrols  from  its  base 
at  YS  355602  while  •  tearing  tha  extraotion  of  the  r wising  54  Brigade 
elements* 
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Div  arty  elements  arid  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Oar  displaced  by  ebhelon  to 
the  east  to  provide  support  for  2d  Brigade.  These  elements  closed 
into  new  positions  vio  TS  321773  at  041400H. 

Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  RAR  captured  one  VC  at  040800H  vio  YS 
423712*  The  VC  had  an  Ml  rifle  and  was  believed  to  be  one  that  Co  A 
had  engaged  the  previous  night* 

During  the  day  permission  was  requested  of  the  PHTJOC  TUY  Province 
Chief  to  extend  the  area  of  operations  south  from  YS  3365  to  the  ocean 
and  from  that  point  east  along  the  coast  to  YS  3863*  This  permission 
was  granted  041740H  to  take  effeot  05080QH,  apd  the  area  w  1.3  r.J<5ed  to 
areas  TEXAS  and  KANSAS* 

D+6  (5  April  1966)1  No  significant  VC  contact  developed  during 
the  day*  2d  Brigade  completed  its  search  of  the  hill  mass  and  jungle 
area  vio  YS*  5271  •  Commencing  051610H  1st  3n,  18th  Inf  was  extracted 
by  CH-47  and  UH-1D  airoraft  to  the  brigade  CP  at  YS  520777#  upon  arrivt: 
it  became  brigade  reserve* 

2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  conducted  patrols  from  their  blocking 
positions  between  YS  523683  and  YS  530688*  During  the  day  the  batta¬ 
lion  adjusted  its  positions  to  tho  stream  lino  between  YS  551663  end 
YS  345675*  At  051205H  two  £  ton'  tractors  With  trailers  were  oaptured 
at  YS  540680*  The  trailers  and  500  lbs  of  sugar  were  destroyed  end  the 
tractors  evacuated  by  CH-47*  051420H  recon  platoon  engaged  three  VC 
at  YS  556677  killing  one  and  capturing  one  carbine*  The  battalion 
closed  051  BOOH  with  Co  A  at  YS  543672;  Co  B  at  YS  536680 1  and  Co  C  at 
YS  522679. 

2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  (-)  conducted  extensive  patrolling 
from  its  blocking  positions* between  YS  523683*  051545H  recon  platoon 
found  20  tons  of  rice  and  a  spare  machine  gun  barrel  at  YS  515688,  all 
of  which  were  destroyed.  051600H  Co  B  was  lifted  from  the  brigede  CP 
to  join  the  rest  of  the  battalion,  dosing  at  YS  536680  by  051630H* 

The  remainder  of  the  battalion  dosed  into  overnight  positions  by 
051600H;  with  Co  A  at  YS  510687;  Co  C  at  YS  518687;  end  reoon  platoon 
with  the  oommand  group  at  YS  515687* 

2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  received  SA  fire  at  05081 4H  from  an 
estimated  VC  squad  at  YS  568690*  Pire  was  returned  and  the  VC  fled. 
050853H  operational  control  of  the  battaliona  reverted  to  3d  Brigade* 

Troop  B  continued  its  mission  of  blocking  and  screening  the  west 
and  south  of  BONO  TAN  village,  by  establishing  outposts  rad  roving 
patrols*  The  unit  maintained  positions  during  tho  night  along  a  lir.e 
YS  4668  -  4665  -  5265* 

3d  Brigade  relinquished  control  of  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  050800H  when 
the  battalion  oamo  under  OPCON  1st  Infantry  Division*  Upon  returning 
to  3d  Brigade  oontxol,  2d  Bn,  28th  Inf  started,  sweeping  southeast  frea 
its  position  vio  Y8  5767*  Vo  cpntaqt  wa*  .  me44  diming  th  day  and  at 
05171 5H  th#  battalion  olQQtid  titf>  position*  west  of  the  bpigsdo  CP 
with  Co  A  at  YS  597640;  Go \  and  command  group  at  YS  651  fall  and  Co  C 

to  «0l6^a?  >  'v-f  - 

1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  oondUQted  a  ons  oompany  airmobile 
assault  in  LZ  ORANOt  (YS  652616)*  Tho  oompapy  olosod  in  throe  lifts 
by  051352H  snd  began  to  soafoh  southeast  toward  the  ooean*  After  the 
loading  of  Co  A  naval  gunfire  preparation  of  L3  GR33V  (YS  740650 ) 
oomnonoed,  and  throe  lifts  of  UH-1D  holiooptors  landed  in  the  roar, 
but  no  troops  wore  disohargod*  Empty  0  ration  boras  vers  thrown  f  rai 
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the  helicopters  in  an  effort  to  deceive  the  VC  into  believing  US  forces 
had  passed  through  the  area*  Company  A  made  no  contact  during  the  day 
and  closed  051700  at  YS  675584*  The  remainder  of  the  battalion  secured 
the  brigade  CP* 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  (with  Btry  C,  2d  Bn,  13  th  Arty)  roaaii.ed 
in  position  vie  YS  3575  and  oonduoted  small  unit  patrolling  to  the 
south  and  east  with  one  minor  oontaot* 

1  at  Battalion,  BAR  oonduoted  five  platoon  size  patrols  during  the 
day,  looating  a  total  of  five  base  campe  and  700  pounds  of  rice*  0521 30H 
an  ambush  patrol  from  Co  A  made  oontaot  with  four  VC  at  YS  426765  resul¬ 
ting  in  two  possible  VC  KIA*  052500K  a  Co  C  patrol  engaged  five  VC  at 
YS  408736  killing  one  and  possibly  killing  two  mors  VC* 

D+7  (6  April  1 966 ) t  The  2d  Brigade  oontinued  operations  with 
2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  conducting  a  search  to  the  south  and  southwest  with 
three  companies  on  line  from  YS  515682  to  YS  545675*  The  2d  Bn,  13th 
Inf  oonduoted  a  similar  operation  along  a  line  from  YS  490 6°fl  to  YS 
515684*  These  operations  were  oonduoted  in  support  of  an  AR  search 
and  evacuation  mission  in  the  village  of  XA  LONG  TAN  (VS  4865),  Both 
battalions  were  eztraoted  by  helicopters  at  1620*  Battalion  base  areal 
tore  established  by  2d  Bn,  1 6th  Inf  vioinity  YS  512678  and  2d  Bn,  18th 
Inf  vioinity  YS  508765*  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  remained  in  a 
base  area  vioinity  YS  520777  and  oonduoted  saturation  patrols*  Troop  ’ 

B,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  remained  under  OPCON  2d  Bde  and  continued 
to  occupy  blooking  positions  south  of  XA  LONG  TAN  (YS  4865)  along  a 
line  YS  4668  -  YS  4665  -  YS  5265*  Eheny  activity  during  the  day  was 
limited  to  scattered  small  arms  fire  and  ground  fire  against  aircraft* 

The  only  exception  was  an  62mm  mortar  and  roooilless  rifle  attaok 
which  started  at  0245  against  Co  A,  2d  Bn,  1 6th  Inf  at  YS  545672* 
Twenty-nine  rounds  of  both  types  were  reoeived  before  the  attaok  ended 
at  O645,  resulting  In  two  US  KIA  and  three  WIA*  Battery  A,  1st  Batta¬ 
lion,  7th  Artillery  moved  to  position  vioinity  YS  455702  to  support 
2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  in  their  attaok  to  thq, southwest  and  returned  to  YS 
521773  upon  completion  of  the  misslop'*'. 

3d  Brigade  oontinued  operations  with  an  airmobile  assault  by 
Co  C,  1st  &,  16th  Inf  to  the  south*  '  Naval  gunfire  began  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  LZ  B  (YS  625610)  and  woj  followed  by  air,  artillery  and  gunship 
preparations*  C  Company  swept  to  the  west  end  south  and  linked-up 
with  A  Company*  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  swept  to  the  northeast 
with  negative  oontaot  and  olooed  into  overn  position  vioinity  IS 
631674*  1st  Battallcn,l6th  Infantry  CP  was  looated  at  YS  652672*  . 

A  Battery,  2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillory  supported  C  Co,  1st  Jh,  16th  Imf 
and  C  Btxy,  2d  Bn,  13th  Arty  dspartivd  area,  OREGON  by  CH-47  and  olooed 
into  the  brigade  CP  at  1130*  r, , 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  (-)  was  eztraoted  from  area  OREGON  * 
commencing  at  1112  from  LZ  vioinity  YS  438741  to  YS  443748*  0  Company 
stayed  behind  r.t  YS  350755  and  A  Company  ft  tS  37377?-, to  oonduqt 
ambushes  uga^nst  .VO  returning  to  th#  area*  A  total .  pi  42  hflloopttj? 
sortift  M'tf T#  .  W  .appfarimpo.  that .  tf  •  fntire  battalion 

TM  (7  April  196<ji  2d  Brlcait  BOT*d  2d  ta,  16th  Inf  ty nid  u 
BUffl  BA  (TS  458740)  to  oonduet  atarohaa  ofth,  *Ula«oa  It  th»t  an* 
on  6  April*  lot  Battalion,  16th  Ihfantxy  and  2d  to,  18th  Inf  raailaad 
in  thalr  but  otaps  (TS  520777  and  TS  506765  raapacttTal?)  and 
duo  ted  saturation  patrols  sad  prepared  for  future  operations*  So 
signifiosnt  oontaot  was  mad#  on  7  April* 
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3d  Brigade  continued  operations  with  an  airmobile  assault  by 
Co  B,  1st  Bn,  16th  Inf  into  LZ  C  (YS  595605) ,  swept  to  the  south  and 
was  extracted  by  air  from  LZ  2)  (Y3  585593)*  The  remaining  companies  „ 
1st  Eh,  16th  Inf  conducted  search  and  destroy' operations  to  the  NE 
from  YS  638620*  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  oonduoted  looal  security 
operations  without  contact*  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalxy  came 
under  OPCON  3d  Bde  at  1535* 

Companies  A  and  C,  1st  Battalion^  2d  Infantry  oonduoted  ambush 
p.  trola  from  their  stay  behind  sites*  C  Company  ambushed  13  VC  who 
were  returning  to  soavenge  trash  left  in  the  area*  Throe  VC  were 
killed  (BC)  and  two  others  possibly  killed*  B  Company  oonduoted 
security  operations  in  vioinity  the  battalion  base  camp. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Caralxy  elements  continued  security  and  recon* 
naiesanoe  missions* 

1st  Battalion,  BAB  continued  to  secure  the  division  CP  with  no 
signifioant  contact* 

D*9  (8  April  1966)  2d  Brigades  At  0001,  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  moved 
on  foot  with  two  companies  from  the  division  CP  (YS  4474)  to  search 
the  villages  at  YS  437690,  YS  440690,  and  YS  470717  in  conjunction 
with  ARVN  personnel*  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  sent  two  companies 
by  foot  from  the  brigade  base  at  YS  520775  to  surround  a  village  at 
YS  4679  for  a  similar  searoh*  During  the  search  a  total  of  five  oon*  * 
firmed  VC,  28  VC  suspects,  and  three  Lambrettas  were  found.  Two  com¬ 
panies  from  1st  Bn,  18th  Inf  moved  to  vioinity  of  the  vlllago  at  YS 
6181  to  prepare  for  a  searoh  on  9  April*  The  remaining  company  secured 
the  engineer  bridge  work-site  at  7S  593769*  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalry  was  plaoed  under  OPCON  of  2d  Brigade  at  1500*  At  1500,  brigade 
CP,  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  (-)  and  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  departed  base  area  YS 
520775  end  moved  by  road  to  YS  575778*  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry, 
ona  company  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf,  and  one  battexy  let  Bn,  7th  Arty  remained 
vioinity  YS  520775  in  preparation  for  operations  on  9  April* 


3d  Brigade!  At  0004  C  Co,  1st  Bn,  16th  Inf  b*gan  a  sweep  seat  and 
north  to  vioinity  Objeotive  1  (YS  718704)  end  Objective  3  (YS  713715) 
with  negative  results*  Companies  A  and  B  oonduoted  searoh  and  destroy 
operations  vioinity  VS  690695  fad  YS  660655*  An  AO  spotted  a  Vietnam#*# 
driving  an  oxoart  who  gave,  the  prearranged  signal  that  VC  were  in  ths 
area*  Arrangements  had  boon  made  with  the  district  chief  thr.t  person* 
nel  leaving  XUYEN  ( HOC  (YS *  6568 )  would  be  .wearing  hats  and  when  they 
■potted'  VC  in  the  axVa  or  were'  stopped  at  .a  tax  collection  point,  they 
would  remove  the  hat*  B  Company,,  1  qt ;  Battalion, .  1 6th  Infantxy,  con- 
duoted  platoon  airmobile  assaults  into*  the  area  and  link-up  vioinity 
YS  563617,  0  Company  starched  Objectives  1  and  3  with  negativa  rervlts 
and  remained  at  YS  718704  fr  i  the  night  the  battalion  (•)  remained 
ovr  might  vioinity  YS  6707*  2d  Battalion,  28th  Znfant^r  unite  oonduoted 
pa  viols*  Company  A  was  transports*  on  the  vshlolee  of  Troop  D,  1st 
hqdn,  4th  Cav  as  they  saved  to  2d  Brigade  area*  At  YS  612710,  the  oo»* 
pany  was  secretly  dropped  off  end  sored  to  sa  assembly  ere#  vioinity 
YS  630696  where  thqr  remained  for  the  night*  Battalion  (-)  remained 
viola! iy  YS  6666* 


1st  Battalion,  H  Infantxy,  Companies*  A*  end*. O.'Uhldk  hod  occupied 
stay  behind  positions  returned  .telJM;*A  (P(  4474}  Vthwut  further  eei 
test.  ji>§ 

s  ••**  « 


CONFIDENTIAL 

15 


m.  jL 


iteliiafai 


.  ihuMkmu 


CONFIDENTIAL 

Troop  C,  let  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  searched  a  Tillage  vicinity 
IS  46082C  where  70  -  80  VC  were  reported*  Twenty  VOS  were  detained# 

1st  Battalion,  BAR  made  oontaot  with  5  VC  vicinity  YS  465745 
resulting  in  one  VC  WIA  captured#  One  battalion  patrol  engaged  seven 
VC  at  YS  4^9748  and  killed  one  (BO)  and  oaptured  one  small  ana#  Land 
tall  elements  of  the  battalion  conducted  a  tactical  road  march  from 
BINH  BA  to  BIE2J  EOA  without  incident* 

The  division  artillery  forward  <?£  icceived  ten  rounds  of  mortar 
fire  between  0406  and  0410  with  negative  casualties  or  damrges#  At 
0730  A  Btry,  1st  Brn,  7th  Arty  closed  the  division  artillery  CP# 

DflO  (9  April  1966)  2d  Brigade*  Brigade  CP,  1st  Bn,  7th  .irty  '(-) 
and  one  battery  of  the  8th  Bn,  6th  Arty  *»ved  from  YS  5777  to  vicinity 
YS  605824  without  lnoident#  1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  with  attached 
C  Troop,  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  conducted  road  olearing  operations  between 
YS  572774  and  the  new  base  area#  The  village  at  YS  61  ei  was  searched 
and  one  company  secured  the  bridge  at  YS  592769*  At  1210,  the  battalion 
reverted  to  brigade  rapid  reaction  force#  Troop  B  oaptured  a  VC  at  YS 
606803  end  A  Company  apprehended  six  VCS  at  YS  612824#  2d  Battalion, 

18th  Infantry  conducted  on  airmobile  assault  vicinity  YS  582898# 

Search  and  destroy  operations  were  conducted  in  an  area  bounded  by  -f. 

YS  531883  -  YS  687869  -  YS  610953  -  YS  560950#  2d  Battalion,  16th 
Infantry  moved  on  foot  to  conduot  search  and  destroy  operations  in  , 

an  area  bounded  by  YS  482810  -  YS  566785  -  YS  585800  -  YS  587859  -  ^ 

YS  631 883,  with  the  major  effort  devoted  to  stream  lines#  Company  B 
located  an  abandoned  small  arms  ammunition  factory  at  YS  575807* 

All  15. weapons  were  in  poor  condition# 

3d  Brigade*  C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  departed  v_ 

overnight  position  and  moved  to  search  the  area  vicinity  Objeotive  2 
(YS  705700).  A  visit  by  the  brigade  eosar-iider  to  XOYBI  HOC  (YS  6558) 
revealed  that  two  VCS  apprehended  on  8  April  were  identified  by  vil¬ 
lagers  as  VC  tax  collectors#  All  dements  returned  to  the  battalion 
CP  vicinity  Y3  6767  with  negative  contact#  Company  A,  2d  Battalion, 

28th  Infantry  continued  to  operate  secretly  in  Area  DONNA  (YS  630780  * 

YS  660770  -  YS  660680  -  YS  620680)#  They  reported  one  VC  killed 
during  the  night  and  one  weapon  captured#  The  battalion  (-)  Conducted 
search  and  destroy  operation  southwoet  to  the  vioinity  of  the  village 
at  YS  6363*  A  base  oomp  was  disoovered,  by  B  Company  contciningjajmgf 
foxholes,  tunnels,  and  punji  piVs,.  Tho^unnelp  wfcra~db&lapyeft*  lit 
Battalion,  26th  Infmtry  wA»  airlifted  from  R13C  YZNH  by  C-1  30  air* 
oraft  to  YUNG  TAU  and  oaae  under  OFGQN  3d  Brigade  at  1330*  A  Company 
oonduoted  an  airmobile  assault  Into  LZ  PARK  (YS  71675$)  to  recurs  ths 
LZ  for  the  1st  Bn,  26th  Inf  (-)  that  was  lifted  in  by  CH-47  helicopter v 
1st  Battalion,  26,th,  Iutaato  141 5t  *  ^aval  gunfire,  cir, 

ofrUU®*ari\8ad  ©indhj^  wpafsd’ thi  p#  Companies  B  and  0  oonduoted 
local  patrols  id  tbs  test  end  south  of  iho  L2  without  oontaot*  Loca¬ 
tions  of  ths  1st  Bn,  26th  Inf  (-)  for  tho  night  was  Y8  716755  and  A 
Company  was  looatsd  nt  Y8  696768* 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  provide*  security  for  the  logic  ties 
area  at  BINH  BA  relieving  1st  Bn#  BAB  sffeotivs  0700*  Thrss  VCS  wars 
apprehended  by  1  Cenpeay  at  IB  460770* 

•  „  V  '<• 

1st  Battalion*  BAB  (-)  so  turned  to  BUB  BOA  00— enolng  0700* 
llemssta  wort  lifted  tt  TOO  TAD  by  08-47  tod  to  BUT  BOA  by  0-1  JO 
aircraft* 
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1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry i  Proa  0600  to  1700  C  Troop  provided 
convoy  escort  for  let  Bn,  26th  Inf  from  VUNO  TAU  to  BINH  B  v  without 
incident*  A  helioopter  from  D  Troop  crashed  on  take  off  at  aU.'H  LOG 
killing  three  and  injuring  six* 

Div  Arty  Pozwardi  A  Btiy,  6th  Bn,  6th  Arty  and  1st  Bn,  5th  Arty 
(-)  clooed  new  artillexy  base  area  vicinity  YS  602827  at  1145*  0 
Battery,  1st  Battalion,  7th  Artillery  closed  vicinity  YS  501899* 

B+11  (10  April  1966)  2d  Brlgqdet  The  brigade  oontinued  to  ex¬ 
perience  isolated  contacts  with  smsll  VC  groups*  It  was  becoming 
apparent  thct  local  force  units  presently  operating  in  the  area  were 
scattered  and  disorganised  with  little  capability  to  aount  effective 
operations*  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  oontinued  aggressive  search  ef 
stream  lines  to  the  northwest  in  pone  (center  of  boss  YS  550310)* 

1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  remained  at  the  brigade  base  area  and 
conducted  extensive  patrols.  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  maintained 
a  battalion  base  with  C  Battery*  -1ft  Bn»  7th  Arty  at  YS  565897*  C 
Coapany  killed  one  (BC)  and  captured  a  Wounded  VC*  Two  weapons  were 
recovered  and  a  TA512  telephone*  1  A  Company  engaged  a  VC  at  YS  589924* 
killed  hla  and  recovered  an  automatic  weapon*  B  Troop,  1st  Squad  ton, 

4  th  Cavalry,  conducted  mounted  pairclf  along  the  road  and  trail  north 
of  the  brigade  base  aren*  ! 

5d  Brigades  Extensive  company  and  platoon  else  petrols  were 
conduoted*  Brigade  CP  remained  ayt-YS  670678*  .  let  Battalion,  16th 
Inf mtry  oontinued  extensive  patrols  and  conducted  tro  airmobile 
assaults*  LZ  LEE  (YS  761680)  was"  Assaulted  by  A  Coapany  following  a 
preparation  by  naval  gunfire.*  artillery,  end  air*  Search  and  destroy 
operations  were  conducted  in  vicinity  of  the  LZ  end  oloeed  back  to  the 
battalion  base  without  contact*  ^at  Battalion,  26th  Infantry  oonduoted 
search  end  destroy  operations  north  and  northeast  of  the  battalion 
base  ermp  area*  Coapany  C  remained  in  reserve*  Company  A,  2d  Battalion* 
28th  Infantry*  returned  from  their  mission  in  area  DONNA.  The  battalion 
oonduoted  training  in  assault  techniques  using  CH-47  heliooptere  with 
ladders. 

1st  Bnttallpv  2d  Infantryi  Battalion  continued  extensive  patrolling 
around  the  logistical  boss* 

1st  Squadron*  4th  Cavalry  1  Troop  D  deployed  to  1HC  LOI  from 
XT  AN  LOC,  dosing  1950* 

Z>+1 2  (11  April  1966)  2d  Brigadsi  The  2d  Battalion*  16th  Infantry 
made  what  was  to  be  the  moot  signifioent  oontaot  of  the  operation. 

Most  of  the  day  was  spent  with  aggressive  patrolling  by  small  units* 

At  1355#  6  Company  engaged  a  platoon  of  VC  at  YS  535855*  The  engage¬ 
ment  resulted  in  five  VC  HA  (B0)v  two  Cq  HA  and  12  OS  VIA*  The  VC 
attempted  to  break  oontaot  at  1525  end  moved  to  the  northwest*  0 
Coapany  pursued*  maintaining  contact  and  at  1525  haltsd  to  evacuate 
casualties*  Although  unknown  at  this  tins*  the  position  sslsotad 
was  approximately  100  to  200  meters  from  a  battalion  bass  oomp*  Dense 
jungle  growth  restricted  visibility  to  15  meters  and  prevented  the  com* 
ptny  from  finding  the  VC  installations*  At  1735  the  company  began 
receiving  heavy  mortar  firs*  sutomatlo  weapons  fire  (including  *50  cal 
IO),  small  arms  firs  from  all  directions  sad  fire  end  grenades  from 
snipers  in  firing  positions  in  tress*  The  company  held  its  position 
(YS  555855)  and  suooesafhlly  repulsed  three  major  attempt#  by  an  es¬ 
timated  VO  battalion  to  overrun  the  company.  Artillery  fired  1086 
rounds  of  artiUesy  during  the  night  of  11  -  12  April  on  defensive 
concentrations  end  likely  routes  of  VO  withdraws!*  ness  ships  were 
used  to  illuminate  the  area  throughout  the  sight*  Xt  wee  dstezmimed 
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that  C  Company  had  engaged  1)600  Battalion  and  killed  41  (BC )  and  pos¬ 
sibly  killed  50  additional  VC.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  loth  Infantry 
and  Co  £,  2d  Bn,  18th  Inf  effected  linkup  with  C  Company  at  07}0  on  12 
April.  At  III9OO,  D  Company  located  a  base  comp  at  YS  529049  and  engaged 
an  unknown  number  of  VC,  possibly  killing  two.  1st  Battalion,  IQth  In¬ 
fantry  began  ext  motion  by  CH-47  helicopters  at  0830  for  return  to  B3AH 
CAT*  The  last  element  closed  at  1200.  2d  Battalion,  10th  Infantry  con¬ 
tinued  search  end  destroy  oper&tio^o  in  done,  moving  to  the  northwest. 

1st  Battalion,  26th  Infantry  oame  under  OPCON  2d  Brigade  at  0900  upon 
arrival  at  COURTENAY  (YS  455915).  **he  battalion  secured  LZ  at  Y3  465925 
for  arrival  of  C  Battery,  1st  Bn,  7th  Arty  and  BBC  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf. 

Upon  completion,  the  battalion  (-)  moved  north  with  two  companies  to 
YS  50296%  The  remaining  company  acted  as  brigade  rapid  reaction  force. 

3d  Brigades  The  brigade  continued  to  search  out  VC  forces  by 
conducting  an  airmobile  assault  into  Area  MONTANA.  The  initial  assault 
was  conducted  using  U11-1D  helicopters  after  an  air  and  artillery  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  LZ.  After  the  LZ  was  secured,  direct  support  artillery 
and  brigade  CP  moved  into  the  area  by  CH-47's.  The  CP  was  looated  at 
YS  675845.  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  secured  LZ  vicinity  YS  675675 
for  oxtrmotion  of  2d  Battalion,  35d  Artillery  and  brigade  CP.  At 
1456  the  first  elements  of  the  battalion  assaulted  LZ  BUTTS  (YS  647912). 
The  battalion  olosed  into  the  LZ  at  1605  with  negative  oontaot.  After 
resupply  was  oompleted,  B  Company  moved  to  blocking  position  vicinity 
YS  629906,  Company  C  moved  to  blocking  position  vloinity  YS  652890.  A 
Company  remained  as  reserve  at  LZ  BUTTS  with  battalion  CP.  1st  Batta¬ 
lion,  26th  Infantry  moved  by  UH-1D  from  YS  716755  to  LZ  SIIZTUY  (YS 
455915)*  Upon  arrival,  the  battalion  was  placed  under  0PC0>i  2d  Bri¬ 
gade.  2d  Battalion,  20th  Infantry  was  lifted  from  YS  649673  into  LZ 
S ALINA  (YS  673045)  following  air  and  artillery  preparations.  The  LZ 
was  secured  for  the  arrival  of  brigade  CP  and  2d  lfc,  53d  Arty.  Upon 
oloeure  C  Company  occupied  a  blocking  position  vioinity  YS  663057. 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry t  Battalion  remained  under  division 
control  and  provided  security  for  the  logistics  base.  A  B  Company 
patrol  made  oontaot  with  approximately  1 4  VC  in  fortified  positions 
which  were  assaulted  and  overrun.  There  was  evidence  that  possibly 
four  VC  were  KIA.  Friendly  leasee  were  three  KIA  and  three  VIA. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  1  Troop  B  remained  attached  2d  Brigade. 
Troop  C  provided  security  for  looal  W  officials  to  relooate  villagers 
fra.  YS  610820  to  BA  B2A  (Y8  576607). 

0.1}  (12  April  1966)  2d  Brlgui.i  At  0001  B  Coupon?,  2d  H»v';alion, 
16th  Infantry,  battalion  command  group  and  B  Company,  2d  Bn,  10t>.  Inf 
wore  moving  to  link  up  with  C  Company,  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf.  The  link  up 
was  made  at  0730.  Medics  and  a  team  of  engineers  were  airlifted  to  the 
area  by  CH-47  «d  descended  ladders  through  the  jungle  canopy,  hgi- 
neero  out  an  LZ  and  the  first  evacuation  heliooptor  landed  at  1100 
hours.  Tfcr  1300  all  el amenta  of  C  Company  had  been  evacuated.  C  Com¬ 
pany,  let  Battalion,  2d  Infantqr  was  reinforced  with  a  raoonnti trance 
element  and  placed  under  OPCON  2d  Brigade.  Upon  completion  of  the 
evacuation,  the  link  up  elements  swept  northeast,  without  further  con¬ 
tact.  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  continued  looaiissd  patrols  vicinity 
YS  500090  vith  nagatlvs  oontaot.  1st  Battalion,  26th  Inf *1  try,  moved 
south  riong  Highway  2  end  established  blocking  positions  between  78 
4666  and  YS  4663  to  prevent  VC  movement  out  of  the  area  te  the  west. 

C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  24  Infantry  Joint*  the  bettallem  end  e  : tended 
the  blook  south  to  YS  4779* 
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3d  Brigades  B  Company,  (YS  628912)  and  C  Company  (YS  632692) 
let  Bn,  16th  Inf  moved  from  their  overnight  -positions  with  B  Company 
sweeping  eouthveat  dong  a  a  trees  and  C  Company  searching  to  the  north* 
eaot  along  a  trail*  A  Company  patrolled  around  the  battalion  CP  and 
acted  oe  reserve.  At  1100  hours,  B  Company  returned  to  the  battalion 
CP  and  the  battalion  (-)  oonduoted  search  and  destroy  operations  to 
the  east  with  A  oompany  in  the  lead,  followed  by  battalion  CP  end  B 
Company*  All  battalion  unite,  moved  to  overnight  positions  vioinity 
YS  704942*  2d  Battalion,  28tb  Xnfmitxy  continued  to  secure  brigade  CP 
and  artillery  base  and  remained  in  reserve  to  assist  let  Bn,  16th  Inf 
if  necessary.  Local  sweeps  and  .patrols  ways  oonduoted  without  contact. 
At  0925,  the  battalion  was  placed  on  30  minute*  alert  tot  possible  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  2d  Brigade  area.  The  battalion  dosed  for  the  night 
vicinity  3d  Brigade  CP  (YS.  675645)*  .  ( . 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  oontinued  to  provide  security  for  the 
logir  'ios  base  by  extensive  patrolling  and  establishing  amburhes*  Two 
VC  were  discovered  trying  to  mine  the  road  at  YS  46'IS30  and  one  was 
killed  in  the  ensuing  fire  fight.  At  0517*  six  1C  were  sighted  moving 
south  ;\t  YS  459030*  They  were  taken  under  fire  resulting  In  five  1C 
XIA  (BC)  and  two  weapons  were  reoovered* 

.  ’  «. 

,  •  :*  4  4 

let  Squadron,  4th  Cavel^ri*.  Troop  B  remained  attached  to  2d  Bri- 
g  de.  C  Troop  as sis ted  AHVT  in  completing  reloortlon  of  civilians  te 
YS  376607. 

IH14  (13  April  1966)  2d  Brlgadec  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry 
moved  west,  starching  in  sons  to  new  overnight  positions  between  YS 
460827  nd  YS  456880*  Bess  oamps  rad  a  bunker  complex  (YS  555063) 
littered  with  bloody  bandages  were  dieoovered,  but  no  1C  were  encoun¬ 
tered.  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  moved  west  searching  in  tone  to  new 
positions  between  Y8  480880  and  YS  433930.  Pour  ICS  were  apprehended 
vioinity  YS  430994*  1st  Battalion,  26th  Infantry  end  Company  C,  let 
Bn,  2d  Inf,  remained  in  blocking  positions  along  Highway  2*  At  1300, 

C  Company  reverted  to  OPCOI  3d  Brigade* 

The  brigade  CP  novo  by  road  at  0930  to  vicinity  YS  470922*  The 
oommend  poet  wre  aooompenied  by  let  Bn,  7th  Arty  (-)  end  B  Troop,  let 
Sqdn,  4th  Cav* 

3d  Brigade  1  Commencing  at  0700,  lot  Bn,  16th  Infantry  conducted 
search  and  destroy  operations  as  they  swept  with  two  companies  te 
Objective  3  (YS  7090)*  Company  C  remained  lm  reserve  to  secure  engi¬ 
neer  work  parties*  2d  Battalion,  20th  Infantry,  remained  in  reserve 
at  the  brigade  CP  end  oonduoted  saturation  patrols  without  oonteot* 

lot  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  oontinued  the  mission  ef  security  for 
the  logistics  bast  with  extensive  patrols  rad  ambushes*  C  Company 
returned  to  the  battalion  at  Bin  BA,  dosing  at  1710  hours* 

THIS  (14  April  1966)  24  lrlf«Ui  24  Bat t alien ,  loth  Xnfentqr  m4 
2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  oonduoted  extensive  saturation  p-trole  along 
Highway  2  in  preparation  for  movement  of  the  division  ooavoy.  Brigade 
dements  at  BUS  BA  oommiced  moving  at  O64O  enxeute  to  ISA*  CAT*  The 
brigade  headquarters  joined  the  convey  at  COOBTBUY  md  let  B\,  7th 
Arty  (-)  at  YS  437958*  The  convoy  dosed  BIA1  CAT  at  1432  without 
Imoident*  Brigade  CP  bseens  oparationd  at  BUI  CAT  (IT  163000). 

Af tar  pasaage  of  the  convoy,  the  battalion  was  airlifted  eat  ef 
OOOTraui  using  17  CY-2  sorties*  IBs  battalion  was  extracted  from 
vioinity  YS  437960,  utilising  8  CH-47  mi  22  BH-1D  hdlosptsrw*  The 
lift  was  ssnplsted  1620  rnsers  .  1st  Battalion,  26th  BTaby  (-)  was 
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airlifted  to  PHUOC  YIKH  by  CV-2,  closing  1445.  The  battalion  reverted 
to  OPCON  1st  Brigade.  Land  tail  eleaents  of  the  battalion  oloeed 
D1  AN  and  reaalned  overnight.  Eight  CH-47'e  were  used  to  extract  C 
Battery,  let  ta,  7th  Arty,  which  had  jfesainad  in  firing  position  at 
COURTENAY. 


3d  Brigade)  2d  Battalion,  53d  Artilleiy  and  brigade  CP  begnn 
extracting  froa  LZ  BILLINGS  (YS  675845)  CH-47  and  sored  to  A N  LOC. 

Proa  AN  LOC,  2d  Bn,  33d  Arty  (-)  was  extracted  using  UH-ID'e,  and 
lifted  to  LAI  XHE.  C  Battexy  extracted  froa  AN  LOC  by  CH-47  and  was 
lifted  to  IBU  L01,  oloeing  1927  hours.  Eleaents  of  the  brigade  CP 
sored  froa  AN  LOC  to  LAI  KBS  by  0-123*  Extraction  of  the  brigade  was 
oonpleted  without  incident.  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  oossenoed 
extraction  froa  LZ  HELENA  (YS  715541)  by  tJH-11>  and  dosed  AN  LOC  at 
0950  hours.  Pros  AN  LOC  the  battalion  was  lifted  by  C-123  to  LAI  XHE. 
2d  Battalion,  26th  Infantty  oossenoed  airlift  to  AN  LOC  by  UH-1B  at 
1300.  The  lift  to  LAI  KHS  was  aooonplished  with  C-123  aircraft  with 
the  battalion  oloaing  at  1927* 


1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantxy  revolted  to  OPCON  1st  Brigade  at  1445 
hours.  The  extraction  fzos  BINE  BA  to  PHUOC  TINE  wee  aede  with  CV-2 
aircraft.  The  land  tail  alsnents  sored  to  SX  AN  end  resained  overnight. 

let  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  (-)  provided  security  for  passage  ef 
division  oonvoys. 


Headquarters  Battery,  8th  As,  6th  Arty,  ssd  C  Battery,  2d  Be, 
13th  Arty  oloeed  to  PHU  LOI. 


M6  (15  April  1966)i  Land  tail  el  seen  ts  from  let  end  3d  Brigade 
eleaents  dooed  to  their  beat  oaspe.  The  Si  vision  Forward  CP  soved 
free  YUAN  LOC  to  M  AN.  With  the  doee  ef  the  ooevey  to  K  AN  at  1325 
hours,  Operation  ABIL0I  terminated. 

8.  misssmissm*  *.  Artilleiy. 

(l)  Sis#  of  Force  1 

SssssMssl 


1st  Inf  Si v  Arty  Tao  CP 
let  fin,  7th  Arty  (105ns)  IB  2d  Bd* 
2d  Be,  33d  Arty  ( 105ns)  (-)  Atoh 
C  Btxy,  2d  IS,  13th  Arty  (105m) 

28  3d  Bde 

8th  lb),  6th  Arty  (155m)  (-)  Atoh 
0  Btxy,  6th  Be,  27th  Arty  (0")  03 


Col  Karlin  W  Casp 
it  Oel  John  H  fyo  III 

Lt  ?ol  Frink  »  Tiaa 


Lt  Col  Anthony  Petrosal 

(W  tux  -  5  Apr; 

Lt  Col  John  I  tto’iffort 


(5  Apr  66) 

l6lst  New  ZeelMid  Arty  Btxy  18  BAX  •  Capt  Murphy  (Acting) 

A  Btxy,  2d  Bn,  32d  Arty  (I75ss)  08  Capt  Savoy 

(2)  How  aed  When  Asployedi  On  29  Kerch  1966,  Div  Arty  TAC  CP, 

1/7  Arty,  8/6  Arty,  A  Btxy  6/27  Arty  soved  to  an  assembly  :«ea  vidnity 
Uq,  II  FPONCBV  (T?  0591 18).  A  Btxy,  2/32d  Arty  had  previously  elcsed 
Into  this  ores  as  20  Mar.  2d  liattelios,  5M  Artilleqr  wee  airlifted 
from  VAI  XSS  to  TOO  TAW  on  30  ter.  0  Batteiy.  2/15  Arty  was  airlifted 
to  1  8  TAO  fzos  PHU  LOI  and  wee  attached  to  3f33  Arty  for  tho  duration . 
of  Operation  ABZUn.  fkm  axtllley  aseenbled  at  Iq,  12  PPOBCXV,  00s* 
dieted  s  taetiesl  so  tor  sarch  si  dosed  tho  arttUiy  Wee  (YS  455975) 
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at  1118  on  30  Mar#  The  New  Zealand  Artilleiy  air  landed  with  the  lot 
Battalion,  RAH  to  secure  the  Log  Base  at  COURTENAY.  Arty  preparations 
were  not.  required  during  this  .period.  By  f745  hours,  the  D\v  Arty 
Tac  CP  and  d/6  Arty  had  displaced  to  the  artillery  bene  at  YS  411376.. 

B  Battejy,  8/6  Arty  waa  attached  to  l/7  Arty,  effective  1200  hour*.. 

On  2  April,  division  artillery  elements  executed  a  highly  complex 
fire  support  plan  in  support  of  a  tactical  movement  of  selected  2d  Bri- 
gade  elements  to  forward  position  south.  /The  taotical  movement  was 
phreed  in  several  increments  to  vaxying  position  areas  and  the  fire 
support  plan  included  artillery  preparations  on  two  LZ*e\ 

Artillery  fire  support  was  continuous  throughout  the  operation 
except  for  cease  fires  imposed  during  RED  HAZE  missions,  airborne 
Starlight  Scope  operations,  and  resupply  flights  in  and  out  of  logia- 
tios  bases  and  forward  areas.  However,  maneuver  elements  requiring 
immediate  response  got  the  same  priority;  as  missions  fired  when  infan* 
try  was  in  contact.  Artillery  units  fire£  preparation,  harassing  and 
interdiction,  counter  mortar,  end  anti-personnel ,  equipment  and  instal¬ 
lation  missions.  Continuous  artillery  coverage  was  provided  ?n  engineer 
work  party  at  the  bridge  site  vicinity  YS  443736  from  030750  for  the 
duration  of  Operation  ABILENE.  At  1230:,  on  3  April,  a  report  v«a 
received  from  S3,  l/7  Arty  that  a  VC  transmitter  was  located  at  YS 
518708.  Naval  gunfire ’(V*)  nnd  fire  from  A  Battery*  6/27  Arty  was 
.adjusted  on  the  area  by  an  air  observer,  following  an  air  strike. 

The  transmissions  ceased.  During  the  heavy  engagement  on  11  April 
by  2/1 6  Inf,  division  artillery  units  expended  a  total,  of  1742  rounds 
of  105mm,  155mm,  and  8"  HE,  WP,  and  illumination.  Division  artillery 
also  provided  an  airborne  relay  throughout  the  night  to  maintain  com¬ 
munications  with  the  forward  observers  on  the  ground  with  2/l6  Inf. 

Commanding  Officer,  6th  Battalion,  6th  Artillexy  was  responsible 
for  coordination  of  the  division  artillexy  base  security.  The  bat¬ 
talion  established  night  foot  and  ambush  patrols.  Commanding  Of  floor, 
1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalxy  was  responsible  for  the  security  of  the 
artillery  base.  ’ 

* 

Artillery  liaison  officers  and  forward  observers  were  provided 
as  follows! 


l/7tt»  Arty 
2/}3d  Arty 
2/1 3th  Arty 


2d  Brigade 
3d  Brigade 

1/4  Cavalxy  (2  F0*s  and  1  LNO) 


h 


Liaison  teams  were  provided  by  the  Mew  Zealand  Better?  and  10th  ARVfl 
Division.  Initially  these  teasj*’ were  located  with  1/7  Arty,  but  were 
brought  to  division  artillery  qp  30  Aprl}  and  remained  with  that 
■ant  for  the  duration  of  the  opqxetloxu 

Boundaries  between  press  of  operation  ware  established  as  fire 
ooorilnati'a  linpft  ’■ 

••  :  j1  .  * 

Meteorological  data  waa  broa4o*st  dfily  **  0200,  0800,  1400,  and 
2000  hours  from  FHU  LOX  and  PHIJog  Division  artillexy  rear  pro* 

vided  astro  data  by  phone  to  the  Teo  OP  for  Aiasemiaation  on  request* 

.t  • .  >  .  •  * 

A  total  of  4*274  misoions  vara  oonduoted*  firing  13*034  rounds  of 
artillery  as  fallows! 
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b.  Naval  Gunfire t  Task  Force  70*6  furnished  the  naval  gunfire 
support  and  represented  the  fi?st  time  naval  gunfire  had  been  utilized 
in  support  of  division  operations*  Captain-  Dorsett,  USMC,  was  the  gun¬ 
fire  team  chief*  Naval  gunfire  support  was  on  station  at  0600  on  31 
March,  Naval  gunfire  teams  were  attached  to  division  artillery,  each 
brigade,  each  infantry  battalion,  and  the  cavalry  squadron*  On  31 
U&roh,  naval  gunfire  assisted  in  the  ^reparation  of  LZ's  in  area  OREGON* 
From  1030  to  1130  o:i  2  April*  USS  CANBERRA  adjusted  fire  on 
Lft  TOM  (YS  3572)  in  coordination  with  artillo  ry  units*  A  combined  artas 
strike  consisting  of  air  and  navel  gunfire  was  requested  from  YS  583573 
along  SONG  RAX  River  south  to  where  it  empties  into  the  sea*  Air 
strikes  were  approved,  but  naval  participation  was  cancelled*  During 
the  period  0001  to  1800  hours  on  8  April  naval  gunfire  activity  oonsia* 
ted  of  the  following! 

bSS  SEARCH  PARTY  -  305  rounds  against  12  targets  in  the  38 
Brigade  area*  - 

*  '•  . 

BSS-  PARKLAND  -  85  rounds  agalnat  five  targets  in  th%  3d  Brigade 

area.  '  •  .*»•  '  ;  '  .  **  .  ' 5;. 

,  The' naval  ‘gunfire  tean'  chidf  notified  that  H&I  type  missions  would 
not  be  fizzed  by  the  ships  Jh  the  future*  Only  observed  missions  and 
confirmed  enemy  locations  would  be  engaged*  . 

USS  SEARCH  PARTY /participated  in  the  preparation  of  LZ'a  (YS  761867 
and  768687)  in  conjunction  with  2^33  Arty  oh  10  April,  Otoa  naval  gun¬ 
fire  team  was  released  from  Operation  ABILENE  at  1400  hours  on  11  April* 
Two  armored  personnel  carriers  escorted  the  isam  to  BIBH  BA  where  they 
were  airlif  ted-to  TAN  SON  NHUT'.  .  I  - 

o*  Engineers  D  Company  (-),  1st  Engineer  Battalion,  was  placed  in 
direct  support  of  the  operation.  The  two  platoons  from  D  Company  had 
attached  to  them  one  platoon  from  B.  Company,  a  bridge  element  from  E 
Company,  a  heavy  equipment  element  from  Headquarters  Company,  on 
armored  vehicular Maunohed  bridge  (AVL&)  seotion  from  Comprny  E,  65th 
Ehgineer  Battalion,  25th  Infantry  Division  (US),  and  a  water  supply 
element  from  Headquarters  Company*  ,v*> 

•'  \  1  ,  *  ,1  •  • 

On  30  Maroh,  the  engineer  task  force  moved  with  the  Log  Base  to 
COURTENAY  Airfield*  Wat  eh  points  were 1  Established  at  YS  460914  and 
the  artillery  base*  The,  Log  Bass  water  point  was  relocated  at  YS 
429742  arid  due  to  e  lack  of  water  sources,  this  location  served  all 
unite*  On  3  April,  one  squad  augmented  with  two  tank  doaars,  a  loader, 
and  the  A  VLB  constructed  a  bypass  at  TS  437692*  During  the  duration 
of  the  operation  engineers  were  involved  in  road  and  bridge  construc¬ 
tion,  mint  clearing,  demolition,  and  LZ  ol  taring*  Two  dump  truoks 
were  lnoluded  in  a  Civio  Action  xelooation  of  refugees  •  Four  squads 
with  chain  saws  oonstruoted  an  LZ  for  th*  ovaouation  and  extraction 
of  0  Company,  2/16  Inf  on  12  April*--<*  •.ir’- 

c  . .  •  :  '  ■  l  *  '  *  t  ■  ’ 

d*  8ignali  j  •  •  >  >•!  •  1  •  V  ' 
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(1)  Sia*  Toro*  1  Vr-1'/ 

.  *  »  t  :  »  •  .  •  .  :•  U  ’  •  r  ;  ’  '  *  ;  ’■*  *  ■  A  I  *  .  •  * 

• 'i  A  Company  •.  < « •;  »;.>*  Captain  J <4*  Barrow 

•  ;  B  Company  L ;  f.  j *\ '  £  *. ;  T‘ j:  Captain  .B.6#  Baugh 


;  C  Company  *  ;;  :,Captein  A,0.  Holaoiad 

j  .  2d  1*4 ; 81*0*1.  '• 

•1  -i’Sdw  a  ■  -  • 
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(2)  How  and  When  Employed!  The  battalion  provided  TOP,  HP,  arid 
PM  radio,  and  secure  on-line  teletype  service  to  advance  division  TOC, 

2d  and  3d  Infantry  Brigades  (Fed)  and  division  artillery  forward* 
Company  C  had  the  mission  of  providing  communications  for  the  division 
TOC  (advance)  and  division  artillery  forward*  A  reinforced  platoon 
▼as  deployed  with  the  following  items  of  equipment  1 

BaUIPIfiSNT  QUANTITY  PURPOSE  \ 

AN/hBC-69  3  72  VHA  channels  for  forward  and  rear 

telephone  service* 

AN/M3C-29  1  Secure  Comm  Center  facility* 

AN/GRC-26  1  Secure  radio  teletype  communication 

forward  and  rear* 

AN/VRQ-3  3  PM  Radio-wire  integration* 

AH/KRC-69  1  Support  div  arty  fwd  with  24  ohannels 

telephone  service* 

AN/MRC-69  end  1  Provide  capability  for  relay  of  24 

AN/MRC-54  ohannels  to  division  rear*  Two 

circuits  established  from  forward 
log  base  to  1st  Log  Comm  nd  at  YUNG  TAU* 

AN/VRC-49  1  PM  retransmission  from  YUNG  TAU  monitor* 

On  28  March,  the  two  VHP  relays,  FM  retransmission  equipment,  and 
generators  were  airlifted  by  three  CH-47  sorties  to  YUNG  TAU,  %e 
39th  Signal  Battalion  provided  vehicular  support  to  move  the  equipment 
to  the  peak  of  YUNG  TAU  Mountain  (YS  2627)*  elevation  1100  feet*  VHP 
contact  was  established  at  1900  hours*  VHP  contact  was  established 
between  COURTENAY  and  BEAR  CAT  at  1624  and  to  division  rear  at  1710 
on  30  March* 

The  2d  Forward  Signal  Platoon,  B  Company  provided  ooamunioation 
support  to  the  2d  Brigade  as  follows  1 


EQUIPMENT 

QUANTITY 

PURPOSE 

an/mhc-69 

2 

Provide  3^  TOP  ohannels  for  telephone 
servioe  with  spare  equipment  for 
additional  12  channels* 

AN/MGC-17 

1 

Provide  secure  teletype  servioe  to 
division  TOC  (adv) 

AN/GRC-46 

1 

Provide  secure  radio  teletype  access 
to  Division  NET  #1* 

an/yrc-49 

1 

Provide  FM  radio-wire  integration 
servioe  to  2d  Brigade* 

Communication  (TOP)  was  established  to  COURTENAY  at  1630,  :nd 
YUNG  TAU  relay  *t  1910,  on  30  Maroh  and  34  Brigade  forward  at  1700 
on  31  March* 

r 

ft\e  3d  Forward  Signal  Platoon,  B  Company  moved  by  air  with  the  34 
Brigade  to  provide  the  following  support! 

EQUIPMENT  QUANTITY  PURPOSE 

a/mn-69  2  Provide  2*  VHP  ohurneU  for  telephone 

servioe  with  spore  equipment  for  aa 
additional  24  ohannels* 

AN/lOO-17  1  Provide  secure  teletype  servioe  to 

division  TOQ  (adv). 
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EQUIPMENT  QUANTITY  PURPOSE 

AN/GRC-46  1  Provide  secure  radio  teletype  aeceeo 

to  Division  NET  #1, 

AN/7BQ-3  1  Provide  PM  radio-wire  integration 

service  to  3d  Brigade. 

The  platoon  (-)  deployed  from  LAI  KHE  to  YUNG  TAU  by  C-125, 

JO  March.  On  51  March,  three  CH-4?  sorties  were  utilised  to  lift  one 
AN/MRC-69,  one  A10GC-17,  one  AN/GRC-46,  and  a  pair  of  trailer  mounted 
generators  into  the  3d  Brigade  LZ.  VHP  communi cation  was  established 
to  COURTENAY  and  2d  Brigade  Forward  at  1700  hourB. 

Forward  communication  systems  were  terminated  at  division  rear 
by  A  Company.  All  oommunioation  facilities  of  division  rear  were 
duplicated  forward,  to  a  slightly  lesser  extent.  All  systems  to 
brigade  sise  elements  ware  controlled  by  the  forward  signal  center  as 
opposed  to  normal  procedures  of  oontrol  by  division  rer>x.  The  forward 
platoon  included  signal,  generator,  and  motor  maintenance  technicians. 
Prompt  evacuation  and  repair  of  oritical  items  of  signal  equipment  was 
effected  by  an  H-13  assigned  to  the  signal  of floor. 

FM  radio  sets  were  remoted  to  provide  immediate  oommuni cation  until 
VHP  systems  were  installed,  lines  laid,  and  channels  aligned. 

Telephone  circuits  provided i 

(a)  Solo-user  circuits  terminated  at  each  headquarters  i 

Division  TOC  (adv)  J  10 
Division  TOC  (rear)  4 

2d  Bde  Fwd  4 

3d  Bde  Fwd  4 

Div  Arty  Fwd  7 

Div  Arty  Rear  1 

IIFFORCSY  2 

III  Corps  2 

(b)  Common-user  telephone  servloei 


Division  rear  to  division  forward  4 

,  Division  forward  to  2d  Bde  forward  2 

Division  forward  to  3d  Bde  forward  2 

Division  forward  to  D lv  Arty  forward  2 

2d  Bde  forward  to  2d  Bde  rear  1 

3d  Bde  forward  to  3d  Bde  rear  1 

2d  Bde  forward  to  3d  Bde  forward  ''  2 


e.  U.S.  Air  Force  Close  Air  Support k 

(l)  Site  of  Force#  During  Operation  ABILINS,*  a  total  of  605  TAC 
air  sorties  were  flown  in  support  of  1st  Inf  antsy  Division  elemsnis 
ss  follows!  ^ 

TOTAL  4  Ala  iotkhdiotiok/ 

PATS  80 Pig  fwa-yimr.  com  DE3THUCTI0H  IMffllATI 

JO  Mar  27  7  8  12  0 

J1  tar  45  i  4  20  2  (U  (mi) 

1  Apr  J4  *  >  JJ  1  |«wi) 


CONROE  NTlAL 

84 


CONFIDENTIAL 


(Cover) 

(Cover) 


2  Apr  63  12  13  35  5  Luover; 

5  Apt  41  0  0  35  6  (Cover) 

4  Apr  46  9  0  37  ® 

5  Apt  46  9  .4  *5  ® 

6  Apr  38  4  0 .  52  0 

7  Apr  40  0  0  40  0 

8a£  25  0  6  17  2  . 

9  Apr  21  0  8  9  4  (Cover) 

10  Apr  27  2  0  25  0 

„  Apr  37  0  0  25  .  9  Cover) 

12  Apr  36  0  0  34  4  (Cover) 

13  Apr  32  0  0  32  0 

14  Apr  39  0  22  11  0 

15  Apr  _6  JO  _i  —2.  -2. 

Total  605  54  74  438  34 

Sortiea 

The  7th  TJSAF  had  the  nieeiort  Of  providing  air  eupport  for  the  opera¬ 
tion.  The  following  «aeets  o..‘  the  Air  Poroe  and  Navy  were  used* 

TYPE  AIRCRAFT  -  *  ggKTCSi 


l  SU 
0 

12  (4  CAS 
9  Cover) 
4  (Cover) 


(2)  How  and  When  Buplqyedi  Initial  air  eupport  priority  waa 
established  for  the  neutralisation  of  eneeor  forces  and  obstacles  in 
and  around  lending  zones.  Upon  completion  of  deployment  ph.  see,  the 
following  priorities  were  established* 

(a)  Bie^  forces  ih  contaot  with  friendly  forces.  Knwm  eneey 

locations.  '  u 

(b)  Interdiction  of  10 :  rod  tee  of  reinforcement ,  withdrawal, 
and  supply. 

4  *  %  ,  • 

(o)  Suspeoted  10  concentrations  aid  boos  samps. 

(d)  Known  and  suspeoted  storage  areas. 

’  \  • 

The  greatest  number  of  missions  were  flown  rg.  inat  the  second, 
third,  end  fourth  priority  type  targets* 

*  I* 

Control  vu  oatabliahod  throu*h  the  uaa  of  no  fir#  liaoo  elon« 
TAOH  bovndorloo.  All  taxgata  dtvalopad  eutalda  TAOR'a  ware  paaaad 
to  the  dlvlaloa  TASS  iaMdiataly  tot  odordlaatloa  and 
striks*  All  fighters  wsre  oontrolled  by  airborne  FAC  a*  3*  brigade 
PAC'a  vorfcad  oat  of  me  XOAI  LOO  airstrip  «d  2d  Brigada  f.HS'a  fro. 
BUI  CAT.  . 
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Preplanned  requests  were  received  from  the  brigade  forward  CP 
(S3-AII0LLO)  by  division  forward  CP,  These  requests  were  forwarded 
to  G-3  Air  at  II  FFORCEV  and  monitored  by  0-3  Air  division  rear. 
Immediate  CAS  requests  were  transmitted  by  radio  from  the  airborne  FAC 
to  division  rear  and  then  passed  to  III  Corps  BASC,  These  requests  ' 
were  monitored  by  division  forward* 

(3)  Results t  excellent*  Effectiveness  cannot  be  adequately 
judged  due  to  the  nature  of  the  targets  attacked.  Damage  assessment 
by  FAC *8  Included)  52  buildings  destroyed,  9  secondary'  explosions, 
five  bridges  on  supply  routes  cut,  23  KBA  (est),  and  6  KBA  (BC), 

Average  time  from  request  of  immediate  air  off  ground  alert  to 
the  time  over  target  was  19  minutes,  Total*  end  types  of  ordnance 
expended  inoluded)  221  tone  of  high  explosive,  29©  tons  of  napalm, 

94  tone  of  fragmentation  bombs,  6,5  tons  of  whito  phosphorus,  1,326 
rookete,  and  100  oennisters  of  CBU, 

f.  Three  B-52  strikes  were  expended  during  Operation  ABIL2HE,  Two 
of  these  strikes  were  on  the  eastern  sdgs  of  the  area  of  operations 
and  one  on  the  southern  tip,  ' 

g.  U,S*  Any  Aviations 

(1)  Bias  of  Foroes  ; 

1st  Aviation  Battalion 
11th  Aviation  Battalion 

116th  Aviation  Company 
126th  Aviation  Company 
I62d  Aviation  Company 
147th  Aviation  Company  (lied) 

178th  Aviation  Company  (lied) 

A/501at  Aviation  Company 

(2)  How  and  When  finployeds 

(a)  1st  Aviation  Battalion,  The  battalion  planned  and  coordin¬ 
ated  airmobile  operations  for  the  3d  Brigade;  provided  Air  Traffic 
Control  personnel  with  OIC  for  aircraft  advisozy  on  artillery  fires, 
snd  provided  general  aviation  support  for  1st  Infantry  Di vision.  Six 
airmobile  operations  were  oonduoted  in  support  of  3d  Brigade,  1st 
Battalion,  BAB,  and  redeployment  of  participating  foroee  to  base  oampe, 

A  Company  was  provided  to  3d  Brigade  for  tho  duration  of  Operation 
ABILBfE,  In  addition,  UH-1D  oommand  and  oontrol  hsliooptors  wore  pro¬ 
vided  to  division  CP  and  3d  Brigade  snd  four  L0B*s  to  division  CP,  Cm 
30  March,  tho  battalion  was  reinforced  by  126th  snd  121st  Aviation 
Companies  to  airlift  slsmsnts  of  /the  1st  BAB  from  BIER  HOA  to  COURTENAY, 
In  addition  to  forty  UH-ID'a  to  lift  452  personnel,  10  UH-ID(A),  1  CJC, 
Due  toff,  and  maintenance  aircraft  supported  the  lift.  On  >1  March, 
the  battalion  airlifted  the  3d  Brigade  on  a  combat  assault  from  VUNG 
TAU  to  LZ*s  vioinity  of  Y8  350730,  IS  560710,  and  Y8  255743,  A  total 
of  1,467  troops  snd  16  tons  of  equipment  were  moved  utilising  47  UH-IB's 
snd  20  UH-1B(A)'s,  Ons  srtillsxy  battalion  and  1,500  rounds  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  wore  moved  to  LI  13  550730  utilising  H  sorties  of  sttaohsd  Co-47* •• 
A  total  of  75  sorties  wars  flown  during  the  airmobile  assault  on  4 
April,  Approximately  470  troops  vers  movetf  and  50  UH-ID's  and  six 
UH  -1B(A)?s  vert  utilised  on  the  three  lifts,  To  lift  the  H  Brigade 
and  a  supporting  artillery  battery  for  an  assault  on  6  April,  15 
UB-ID'a,  6  QB-1B(A)9s,  mid  4  CH-47's  vers  used*  Sixty- two  ssrtlss 
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moved  MO  troops,  while  18  sorties  were  required  to  displaoe  the  artil¬ 
lery.  Aircraft  requirements  for  the  airmobile  assault  on  11  April 
included*  27  UH-ID's,  5  3H-1B(A)»e,  and  8  CH-47's*  Three  hundred 
twenty -six  sorties  were  used  to  lift  the  troops  and  63  to  move  the 
artillery*  For  the  extraotion  phase  on  14  April,  the  11th  Aviation 
*  ?  Battalion  less  the  CH-47  aircraft,  and  the  6lst  Aviation  Comp  tny  (Ft) 
reinforoed  the  1st  Aviation  Battalion*  Two  hundred  UH-1D  and  70  CT-2 
sorties  were  required. 

A  Company,  1st  Aviation  Battalion,  was  plaoed  under  the  OPCON  Jd 
Brigade  for  the  duration  of  the  operation*  Aircraft  for  ibis  company 
flew  2,390  sorties  totaling  1,196*7  hours* 

B  Company,  1st  Aviation  Battalion,  provided  general  support  for 
the  division*  In  addition  to  2  UH-ID'a  for  the  Commanding  General, 
one  UH-1D  and  four  OH-13's  were  provided  daily  to  the  Tas  CP* 

(b)  11th  Aviation  Battalion*  The  battalion  provided  troop 
carriers,  armed  helicopters,  oargo  helicopters,  and  coxamand  .  nd  con¬ 
trol  aircraft  in  support  of  the  division*  On  30  March,  airmobile  oper¬ 
ations  were  conducted  with  2d  Brigade*  Infantry  and  artillery  rs.ci 
lifted  by  TJH-1D  and  OH-47  aircraft  from  BEAB  G/T  into  the  crea  of  oper¬ 
ation  (LJ  SCOTT  YS  333947)*  Upon  ooapletion  of  the  initial  oouUt 
assaults,  128th  Aviation  Company  was  plaoed  in  direot  support  of  the 
brigade  for  the  duration  of  the  operation*  CH-47  ®e  were  provided  on 
a  daily  average  of  eight  for  continued  support*  These  aircraft  carried 
the  bulk. of  the  division's  resupply  and  conducted  repositioning  opera¬ 
tions  through  extraotion  from- pick-up. tones  and  executing  oombat 
assaults*  The  128th  Aviation  Company  supported  2d  Brigade  by  flying  a 
total  of  1,114  hours* 

The  battalion's  CH  47 's  were  involved  in  the  extraotion  of  C  Com¬ 
pany,  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  on  12  April*  Engineers  and  medical 
personnel  were  lowered  into  the  donee  Jungle  by  ladders  ext  aiding  from 
a  hovering  CH-47*  Bus  to  the  heigh?  of  the  trees-,  the  helicopters  had 
to  press  down  into  the  tope  to  allow  the  troops  descending  the  ladder 
to  drop  the  lost  six  feet  to  the  ground*  After  the  liuiding  sons  was 
cleared,  CH-47  'e  assisted  in  the  evacuation  of  dead  end  wounded* 

(3)  Division  Tactical  Airstrip  OpNKtieris*  The  orjiant 

of  the  division  baas  at  COURTS* AT  and  BPn  ».\  .South  duxff-ud:.  rt.osan- 
tad  the  first  time  the  division  had  aet  uo  operated  fi.-i:  .  f-jrrard 
airfield*  Initially,  there  were  problems  in  traffic  oor.tr:'1  :  og¬ 
le  tics  delivery  into  the  airstrip*  This  was  c7orcome  rhen  cr 
Traffic  Control  Team  from  the  125th  ATQ  Company  ertabliahe:  r  r*n‘,rol 
towo:.  at  BIKH  2A  South*  These  personnel  in  oonjunotion  wi:h  r:  t  •  lx  dare 
from  the  let  Aviation  Battalion  provided  the  positive  air  *v.  .7* 

control  neoessaxy  to  enable  the  division  to  operate  the  forv.v.-i  atrJield 
without  incident*  During  the  operation,  ovar  16,000  landi*^  :i  +uke- 
offe  were  reoorded,  12,  932  at  BDTH  BA  South,  and  3*911  at  tf* 

On  one  d  y  at  BIKH  BA  South,  1,570  landing  and  take-offs  we::*,  o.  ../..ted* 
Traffic  included  C-12),  CV-2,  OH-13*  OH-1*  0-1,  U-1,  and  CL  <  7  •--.•craft. 
Nias  thousand  artillsqr  (advisories  wets  provided  through  the  oor. 
team* 

(4)  ftinmsry  pt  Operations*  During  Operation  AlXLBVH,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Aaqr  aviation  support  and  techniques  wars  enployed  * 

(s)  Airmobile  assault  hy  B-1D  sad  CH-47  helloeptera  with  gun 
ship  escort* 
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(b)  Movement  of  artillery  by  CH-47  eling  load  into  the  are*  of 
operation* 

(o)  Internal  and  external  oar  go  resupply  day  and  night  by  UH-12 
py  and  CH-47* 

(d)  Emergency  evacuation  of  KIA'o  and  WlA^e  by  both  iXistoff 
and  Chinook* • 

(e)  Ladder  injection  of  oonbat  engineer  And  nedios  fzon  CK-47#e* 

(f)  Cargo  resupply  by  dY-2's* 

(g)  Contend  poet  and  radio  relay  using  bid* 

(h)  Artillery  adjustment  and  radio  relqr  using  01  *s  .nd  OH-IJ's. 

(i)  Commend  and  liaison  using  UH-1D  and  0H-1>  helicopters* 

(j)  Aerial  photo  and  radar  surveillance  by  Ofl's* 

(k)  Ammo  resupply  using  "free  fall"  technique  from  helico; tc.-s* 

(l)  Psywar  loudspeaker  end  leaflet  drop  missioha  by  CIO  and 
UH-1D  ad  ro  reft. 

(»)  Route  reconnaissance  and  olassifioation  by  08-13  end  V.-1 Hi 
and  convoy  control  by  01 fsv  OH- 13* a,  and  UH-ID'a. 

(n)  Long  Range  Patrol  eaplao ament  (day  and  night)  by  UH-1D  and 
gun  ships* 

(o)  Reoonnaissanoe  by  fire  using  the  soout  platoea  ef  D  Tip  (Air)* 

h*  U*8*  Air  Force  Taotical  Airlifts  The  following  is  a  r.i,.  7  ef 
the  Ai*.  Force  airlift  support  for  Operation  ABILVCt 

(1)  Deployment! 

30  March  1966 

PHU  LOI  to  YUIG  TAU  -  4  C-130  sortie 
1  -  103m  howitser  battery 
100*000  pounds 
60  passengers 

FHUOC  TDU  to  TUIO  TAU  -  6  C-130  eor....^ 

1  -  Infantry  battalion 
10*000  pounds 
500  passengere 
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IAI  UU  to  TO30  TAU  -  J)  C-Ijo  lOrtlM 

2  -  Infantry  battalions 
1  *  1C5mi  howl  tier  battsqr 

757,965  pounds 

1,581  pas&cngoxs 

9  April  1966 

PHTJOC  mm  to  V0H0  TAU  -  12  C-130,  6  C-125  oortlon 

1  -  Infant:*?  bit' Villon 

774,500  vr.mds 
607  pioeengoro 

•TX7*;  ?AU  to  BIEWHOA  -  4  C«1JO  sortios 
500  passengoxs 

(2)  Katfupplyi 

5  -  1>  April  1966 

To  BIHH  BA  8outh  -  117  C-125  sortios 
1,080,855  pounds 
To  XOAM  LOG  -  54  C-125  sortios 
572,567  pounds 
(5)  hodtploymsiti 
14  April  1966 

AH  LOO  to  LAI  XH1  -  45  C-125  •ortios 

2  -  Infant xy  battalions 
2  •  105**  hovitssr  bat tori •« 

306,256  pounds 

1,290  passongors 

(4)  Totals  1  8ortios  •  C-150  59 

C-125  202 

Woight  -  2,811,943  P»«d* 

Passonfors  -  4,138 

9*  HE3CLT8i  a*  Priasdlj  loss  os  1 

a  na 

K1A  48  0 

WIA  135  3 

HZA  0  0 
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Squipmmat  lost  -  JO  M-16  Rifles 

10  Cal  .45  Pistols 
10  M-79  Grenade  Launchers 
2  M-60  Machlneguns 
2  AH/PRO-25  Bodies 

Equipment  destroyed  -  1  UH-1D 

Squipment  damaged  -  1  CH-47 

2  UH-1D 

1  OH-1 J 

2  M-115  APC 

1  105ae  Howl  tier 

2  M40A5  Tanks 

h.  Eki.  '.”" 


*pc)  S’x 

:L\  vPw®)  96 

*;c  20 

VOS  121 


Siuipnent  captured  or  destroyed  -  1,241  Tone  of  Rice 

59  Tons  of  Salt 
54  Base  Camps 
56  Small  Arms 
2  Mortars  (60oa) 

12  fids  RR  (57») 

14  Rds  Mortar  (61  on) 

84  Grenades 
645  Rds  Small  A  ms 
5  Tractors 
1  Printing  Press 
1  Small  Anas  Pactory 
5,000  Gals  Kerosene 

10.  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS i  a.  Preparation.  Upon  review  of  proposed 
tactical  conoepts  of  Operation  ABILINS,  coordination  was  made  betreon 
the  division  0-4,  and  Bi vision  Support  Commend  to  determine  the  best 
methods  available  to  provide  units  with  adequate  logistical  support. 
Assessment  of  daily  resupply  requirements,  expected  consumption  of  sup¬ 
plies,  refueling  requirements,  and  other  areas  of  loglstioal  concern 
were  atudied  to  determine  the  most  efficient  procedures  to  be  used. 

In  view  of  the  else  of  the  task  force  and  the  area  of  operation,  coor¬ 
dination  was  also  affected  with  the  Commanding  Offloer  of  Support  Coa- 
mand,  YUNG  TAU.  A e  a  result  of  this  coordination,  arrangements  were 
made  to  resupply  Classes  I,  III  and  V  from  VCNO  TAU.  ihis  was  to  be 
the  first  time  that  support  would  be  provided  by  other  than  division 
persoane*  •  YUNG  TAU  was  found  to  have  sufficient  stookage  of  ouprliea 
to  meet  division  requirements.  Initially,  units  would  deploy  wita 
sufficient  Class  I,  II  A  IT,  III  sad  V  to  meet  requirements  for  th» 
first  tares  days  of  the  operation.  Subsequently,  resupply  would  be  by 
air,  and  use  of  road  networks.  Aerial  resupply  would  be  primarily 
from  fUNC  TAU  to  tho  brigade  trains  and  Division  Support  Command  locatad 
at  COURTS! AI  (initially)  and  then  later  as  the  operation  progressed  at 
the  BINH  BA  Airstrip.  Medloal  evacuation  was  to  bo  aero-nodical  air¬ 
craft  in  direot  support  af  the  division,  and  located  on  a  atandby  basis 
at  OOUSraUY  (initially)  mas  later  at  the  SXKX  U  Airstrip* 
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Upon  ooapletion  of  final  arrangements  and  resupply  schedules, 
administrative  instructions  wore  published  to  units  in  the  form  of 
the  Administrative  Annex  to  OPORD  7-66  e  Operation  ABILENS. 

b*  Exeoution.  As  Operation  ABILfiNB  commenced,  logistical  support 
was  rapidly  provided  to  meet  requirements*  Supply,  maintenance,  mad* 
ioal,  transportation,  laundry  and  graves  registration  support  mi  pro* 
vided  to  1st  Infantiy  Division  units  through  the  .Icint  efforts  cf  Divi¬ 
sion  Support  Commend,  1st  Log  Command,  Support  Command  (VUNG  TAU  area), 
and  the  United  States  Air  Force.  Detailed  data  on  the  support  provided 
is  contained  below* 

(1)  Supply*  In  order  to  effect  resupply  of  Classes  I,  II  and  IT, 

III  and  V,  it  was  neoassary  to  arrange  for  aerial  resupply  from  the 
supply  points  at  VUHG  TAU  to  the  brigade  trains  and  D i vis  ion  Support 
Command  locations  at  BIHH  BA  Airittipi 

(a)  Class  tk  TUNG  TAU  was  Uhabls  to  provide  *AM  rations  due  to 
limited  oold  etorage  capacity  at  that  location*  There  wa a  a  tot.il  of 
two  requests  submitted  for  "Bw  rationi  for  a  total  of  42,000  rations. 

In  addition,  10  shipment!  Of  MCI  rations  were  made  for  a  total  of 
>7.512  rations*  All  shipments  of  rations  ware  palletised*  The  support 
provided  by  the  VUHG  TAU  support  personnel  was  outstanding*  Of  parti¬ 
cular  note  was  the  exceptionally  fine  job  preparing  and  delivering 
rations  to  the  oaxgo  loading  airstrips* 

1*  The  1st  Supply  A  Transport  Battalion  elements  supported  a 
daily  average  of  6,000  to  6,600  U.8*  Troops  during  the  operation*  Sup¬ 
port  was  also  provided  to  690  personnel  of  the  BAB* 

£•  Supply  point  distribution  was.uaed  in  that  brigade  trains 
were  in  t)ie  same  location  as  the  Supply  and  Transport  Battalion  elements* 
Depending  upon  the  unit  locations  and  operational  status  they  were  fed 
modified  "BH  rati  m  breakfasts  to  include  fresh  eggs  end  fresh  meats, 
a  straight  nBn  ration  lunch,  and  a  ration  supper  with  a  fresh  meat 
item*  The  "A"  ration  items  were  issued  daily,  one  day  prior  to  use, 

”B"  ration  items  were  issued  daily,  two  days  prior  to  use*  This  msthoA 
of  issue  afforded  the  unit  one  day  of  reserve  in  oase  of  displroemqnt* . 
(For  daily  consumption,  see  Annex  B)*  L  ;  ‘ 

*  . .  v.’  V  *  ' 

(b)  Class  II  and  IT*  Tsxy  limited  amounts  Of  Class  H  and  IT 
ware  provided  from  VUHO  TAU,  ss  unite  had  deployed  with  sufficient  items 
to  last  for  tha  period  of  the  operation*  The  small  amount  thAt  was 
neoessaqr  consisted  of  fatlguee,  wire  end  sandbags.  Other  mixed  items 
were  oarred  ee  replacement  issue*  by  the  1st  Supply  and  Transpert  Bat¬ 
talion  element,  but  were  not  required  es  emergency  issues 4 

(e)  Class  XII*  . 

1*  8upply  support,  oonsisting  of  the  following  POL  produotst 
ATGAS,  MOO  AS,  JP-4,  and  diesel,  in  addition  to  a  limited  amount  of 
packaged  products,  was  provided*  Average  daily  shipments  «id  totals 
wars  as  followsi 


JP-4 

AVGAS 

MDQA8 

SAaaaX 


12,400  gallons 
945  gallons 
2,140  gallons 


205,625  gallons 
12,652  gallons 
27,722  gallons 


CONFIDENTIAL 

51 


CONFIDENTIAL 

£•  During  the  first  3udflys  of  the  operation*  on-hand  stocks 
3 z.  and  replenishment  issues  from  DI  AN  were  used*  Lrte:?,  use  was  made  of 

division  prestooked  fuels  at  XUAN  LOG.  8KXB0LT  assets  of  JP-4,  at 
XU AN  LOO,  were  also  used* 

i*  Oooasional  problems  in  handling  occurred  when  approximate!/ 
23  or  30  eaoh  300  gallon  drums  developed  splits  or  leaks  during  move* 
went  end  rofueling  operations.  Leaky  33  gallon  drums  of  fuel  were  also 
found*  but  were  transported  in  slings  lifted  by  Ck-47  airoraft* 

£•  The  primary  source  of  reedppljr  Of  OlaSi  til  products  was 
by  ALOC  utilising  the  300  gallon  collapsible  drum*  When  sup: lies  of 
these  gave  out  or  oduld  not  be  refilled  fast  enough  at  YUNG  TMJ*  33 
gallon  drums  were  used*  Resupply  of  JP-4  and  like  produots  in  33  gal¬ 
lon  drums  was  unsatisfactory  as  they  oould  not  bs  deoanted  fast  enough 
to  meet  demands* 

£•  The  Miniport  systems  used  axe  presently  the  best  equipment 
on  hand |  however*  a  olosed  type  system  with  heavy  duty  pumps  would  be 
more  effaotiva*  (for  dully  consumption  of  eaoh  product*  use  Annex  B). 

6*  Refueling  at  YUNG  TAU*  of  the  500  gallon  drums  with  JP-4* 
was  slow  during  the  early  stages  of  the  operation  1  however*  the  refuel¬ 
ing  area  was  later  moved  to  the  airstrip  and  eventually  consisted  of  3 
eaoh  5*000  gallon  tankers*  eaoh  rigged  with  hoses  to  refill  300  gallon 
drums*  This  worked  very  well  and  should  be  used  in  similar  future 
operations*  if  space  permits* 

(d)  Class  7*  Units  ware  adequately  supported  with  suftioienl 
amounts  of  Class  V*  A  total  of  345*06  short  tons  were  expended  during 
operations*  Resupply  was  effected  to  units  from  YUNG  TAU  to  unit  for¬ 
ward  end  brigade  trains  locations*  A  total  of  66*06  short  tons  were 
moved  by  air  and  277*0  ware  moved  by  vehlole  oonvoys  from  YUNG  TAU  to 
unit  areas  and  brigade  trains  locations* 

(2)  Maintenance*  During  Operation  ABILBNS  maintenance  support  was 
provided  eaoh  brigade  by  a  eontaot  team  from  the  brigade  forward  support 
maintenance  oompeny*  The  logistloel  baa#  and  the  artillery  bass  was 
supported  by  a  contact  team  provided  by  the  Main  Support  Company*  Air- 
oraft  support  was  furnished  from  PHU  LOI  sad  was  accomplished  by  use  of 
oontaot  teams  and  recovery  teems*  Repairs  which  oould  not  be  accomp¬ 
lished  on  site  were  returned  to  PHU  LOX  for  repairs*  Oxganio  riroraft 
of  the  701st  Maintenance  Battalion  flew  34*5  hours  transporting  34 
passengers  end  36  short  tons  of  repair  parts* 

The  following  number  of  job  orders  wars  mooompUskjd  daring  the 
sperm  ties  1 


Automotive 

>9 

Small  Arm 

17 

neotxcmie 

09 

Bog! near 

9 

Instrument 

20 

Aircraft 

46 

Artillery 

>6 

(3)  Medioal*  Madioal  support  provided  during  Operation  aSXLWS 
consisted  ef  division  level  medioal  service,  and  unit  level  medical 
aervioe*  as  required*  k  limited  amount  of  labors toiy  aazviaa  was  avail¬ 
able  in  the  field*  Too  Dustoff"  aircraft  ware  am  at^nd-by  each  day 
at  the  division  logistical  base*  k\  night*  ana  •Bustcff*  aircraft  warn 
available*  Am  orbiting  "Due toff"  aisasaft  mas  need  dsrij*  eamvty  move¬ 
ments  te  ami  from  the  operations  area* 
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(a)  Volume  of  nodical  operations  is  indio&tsd  by  the  following 
casualty  statistics! 


Battle  casualties  '  125 
Non-Battle  casualties  €$ 
Sick  oall  41 5 
Air  evacuation  206 


In  additiony  a  total  of  49  deceased  persons  were  processed  and 
evacuated* 

(4)  Transportation. 

(a)  Land  transportation  was  used  once  fro*  VUNG  TAB  to  haul  POL 
and  general  cargo.  Cargo  consisted  primarily  of  bu|k  POLj  however,  due 
to  bridge  limitations,  only  2,600  gallons  could  be  transported  in  each 
5,000  gallon  tanker.  Hoad  convoys  were  used  to  effddt  routine  ammuni¬ 
tion  resupply  fro*  VUNG  TAU  to  the  logistioal  base  areas  throughout  the 
operation* 

(b)  CH-47  helicopters  itefre  usbd  mainly  for  sling  loads)  although, 
they  were  also  utilized  for  carrying  internal  loads  of  55  gallon  drums 
and  rations.  CV-2  fixed  wing  Were  used  on  a  limited  basis*  It  was 
found  that  these  aircraft  were  not  capable  of  carrying  an  ample  pay  . 
load  for  the  loading  time  involved  (i.e.,  1  each  500  gallon  per  CV-2, 

2  each  500  gallon  drums  per  CH-47,  end  5  to  4  300  gallons  drums  per 
C-123)*  Sling  loading  of  500  gallon  drums  by  CH-47  proved  very  effec¬ 
tive*  C-125  aircraft  were  used  each  day,  first  to  cany  rations  and 
when  this  was  completed  to  cany  POL*  Sling  loading  of  drums  by  CH-47 
and  loading  of  the  C-125's  were  separated  to  avoid  air  traffic  conges¬ 
tion  at  VUNG  TAU.  The  refueling  of  the  500  gallon  JP-4  drums  at  VUNG 
TAU  was  accomplished  between  the  two  loading  areas  available* 

(o)  A  jourier  run  was  established  using  a  Caribou  (CV-2)  air¬ 
craft  as  the  mode  of  transportation*  This  aircraft  was  to  move  person¬ 
nel  and/or  equipment  to  and  from  the  division  forward  location  on  a 
soheduled  basis.  Aotual  operation  of  this  o&rrier  run  was  net  as  sat- 
isfactozy  as  planned  due  to  diversion  of  the  aircraft  fro*  its  original 
courier  schedule  to  perform  other  missions* 

(5)  Services* 

(a)  Laundry.  During  the  joreratlon,'  approximately  550  bundles  of 
laundzy  vere  processed*  This  service  can  be  provided  if  additional  pcs* 
norm  el  are  furnished  to  the' Supply  and  Service  Battalion  (Prov)  (2)6 )  ts 
assist  in  laundiy  operations*  For  this  operation,  one  NCO  and  10  EU 
wore  furnished  from  the  Replacement  Itytachaent* 

(b)  Graves  Registration*  A  total  of  49  deceased  persons  wero 
processed  and  evacuated  during  Operation  ABILENE*  .  The  following 
lists  the  number  of  remains  processed  per  day* 


MARCH  1966 
29  30  51 


J&JLL.JA 


o.  Comments*  Upon  oonolus:  on  of  Operation  ABILINS,  evaluation  was 
made  of  the  logistical  support  provided*  Support  provided  w is  consid¬ 
ered  adequate  <nd  no  psjor  problems  effecting  the  oenduot  of  tactical 
operations  ssomrred*  Minor  problems  occurring  verst 
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(1 )  At  the  start  of  the  operation  crews  of  helicopters  delivering 
ammunition  to  airmobile  units  refused  to  back-haul  residue  from  ex¬ 
pended  ammunition*  This  matter  was  resolved  and  ceased  to  be  a  prob¬ 
lem  bar  the  end  of  the  operation* 

(2)  Using  units  experienced  difficulties  in  accurately  predicting 
their  ammunition  requirements  for  the  following  day.  Significant 
changes  in  quantities  of  ammunition  requirements  for  the  next  day  were 
received  by  DAO  after  aircraft  lifts  had  been  allocated*  This  caused 
several  late  night  reehuffles  of  aircraft  allocations*  disrupting  plans 
of  organizations  and  supply  activities*  This  problem  was  never  elimin¬ 
ated  but  was  reduced  to  manageable  portions  during  the  last  few  days  of 
the  operation* 

(?)  Direct  support  maintenance  units  did  not  bring  an  adequate 
quantity  of  repair  parts.  This  resulted  in  equipment  being  non* 
operational  for  2  -  ?  days* 

d*  Administrative  matters  for  2d  and  ?d  Brigades  are  included  in 
Annexes  F  and  0* 

11*  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES  i  The  uee  of  ladders  to  discharge 
personnel  from  CH-47  airoraft  was  oonduoted  for  the  first  time  in  the 
division  combat  operations*  On  12  April*  engineers  and  medics  ware 
lowered  into  the  heavy  jungle  to  prepare  an  LZ  for  extraction  of  C 
Company,  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry. •  This  proved  to  be  nn  effective 
operation  and  saved  valuable  time  preparing  an  LZ  suitable  for 
receipt  of  Aistoff  aircraft*  ( 

12*  COIT&NDER^  ANALYSIS:  Operation  ABILENE' d.  Tonetrated  conclusively 
that  the  1st  Infantry  Division  can  move  -"and  move  rapidly  -  by  air¬ 
mobile  assault  operationa*  In  a  period  of  16  days*  the  major  lend 
area  of  PHUOC  TUY  Province  was  covered  with  'sufficient  thoroughness  to 
provide  assurance  that  the  5th  and  94th  VC  Regiments  were  not  present 
in  strength*  Utilizing  a  series  of  artillery  and  support  bases*  two 
brigades*  of  three  battalions  each*  plus  th9ir  direct  support  artillery 
battalions  moved  to  successive  operational  areas  almost  exclusively  by 
UH-1D  and  CH-47  aircraft*  For  the  first  time*  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
made  extensive  use  of  the  CH-47  in  sling  loading  howitzers  and  portions 
of  their  basio  loads*  A  number  of  lessons  were  learned  particularly  in 
tho  field  of  airmobile  operations*  Initially*  coordination  between  the  * 
airmobile  task  force  oommender  and  the  supporting  airlift  commander  was 
poor*  with  the  attendant  result  that  pick  up  zone  activities  rnd  combat 
assaults  into  landing  zones  were  invariably  ragged. Am  Operation 
ABILENE  progressed,  improvement  was  observed  -  .gvaund  commanders  became 
aware  of  the  necessity  for  detailed  buckinu'l  phr-.-Mirig,  while  air  mission 
commanders  recognised  the  requirement  for  the  erlaolishment  of  early  and 
continuous  liaison  with  the  lifted  foroe*  Noticeable  strides  were  made 
by  air  assault  commanders  in  the  effective  preparation  of  landing  zones 
utilizing  ell  available  artillery  and  air  weapons  systems*  In  the 
closing  phase#  of  the  operation*  air  and  artillery  oontinued  during  the 
holicopter  lendings  without  periodic  gape  in  available  supporting  fire* 
Techniques  in  oleorlng  landing  zones*  introducing  and  extraoting  forces 
by  ladders  from  CH-47*  and  in  oalling  in  quiokly  and  accurately  massive 
supporting  fires  require  additional  refinement  mud  will  be  improved* 
Company  else  units  must  patrol  more  aotively  end  must  fully  employ  all 
available  security  measures  to  protect  themselves  by  locating  nearby 
71  forces* 
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Communications  improved  during  the  operation,  especially  on  the 
Corjnand  FM  Net  after  the  administrative  traffic  was  removed#  The  oper¬ 
ation  revealed  that  a  signal  center  in  support  of  a  forward  TOC  may 
reduce  considerably  the  amount  of  circuiting  required  to  the  rear#  The 
usefulness  of  an  AN/i,2RC-69  in  supporting  a  brigade  engaged  in  air 
assault  operations  must  be  carefully  analyzed.  The  bulk  and  weight  of 
the  equipment  poses  a  serious  problem  in  mobility  and  flexibility.  A 
minimum  of  two  CH-47  sorties  are  required  to  lift  the  equipment. 

Initial  performance  ‘.f  the  AN/VRC-12  series  FM  radio  was  encourrging. 

Planning  of  logistical  support  for  Operation  ABILENE  was  extremely 
thorough.  The  single  logistical  base  concept  proved  to  be  on  improve¬ 
ment  over  multiple  brigade  bases.  The  direct  shipment  of  ammunition 
from  the  ASP  to  airmobile  battery  positions  was  particularly  effective. 

In  summary,  the  major  VC  units  expected  to  be  in  the  opera ;ional 
area  were  not  found.  However,  the  VC  have  suffered  n  tremendous  loss 
of  prestige  in  FHTJOC  TUY  Province  by  failing  to  oppose  U.S,  Forces. 
Material  losses  as  a  result  of  the  operation  were  significant.  Losses 
of  the  magnitude  experienced  during  Operation  ABILENE  will  have  a  ser¬ 
ious  impact  on  VC  morale,  create  food  shortages,  and  reduce  combat 
effectiveness  of  the  VC  forces  in  the  area  for  a  long  period  of  time. 
The  VC  of  necessity  must,  impose  higher  taxes/  serving  to  further 
alienate  civilians.  An  enoouragizig  facet  of  thb  Operation  w&S  thd 
willingness  of  the  people  from  tilts  to  time  io  fifbVid#  iflt&mktUm  oh 
the. location  of  VC  and  obstacles*  -ftie  relocation  of  civilians  has  en¬ 
abled  CVN  to  regain  a  degree  of  control  over  more  of  the  population. 
Relocations  reduced  the  oivilinn  labor  force  abailable  to  the  VC  and 
removed  some  sources  of  taxes,  food,  and  recruits,  as  well  affecting 
the  size  of  the  audience  available  for  communist  propaganda.  The  VC 
propaganda  and  political  effort  in  PHUOC  TUY  Province  suffered  at 
least  a  temporary  Betback  with  the  capture  of  a  VC  political  headquar¬ 
ters  and  propaganda  faoility.  The  division  operated  with  a  great  deal 
of  flexibility  and  the  support  system  proved  eound. 

15*  L'SSSONS  LSAHNEDi  a.  When  a  unit  becomes  engaged,  commanders  and 
staffs  must  be  continually  alert  to  assist  the  engaged  oommander  in 
bringing  to  bear  all  available  combat  power.  The  engaged  ground  oom¬ 
mander  is  preocoupied  in  manuevering  his  forces  during  the  heat  of  bat¬ 
tle;  it  is  at  this  time  that  higher  commanders  and  staffs  must  insure 
that  all  available  artillery,  air,  and  other  supporting  arms  ere  made 
available  end  are  actually  utilized, 

b.  Air  mobile  assault  operations  acquire  .the.  closest  coordination, 

between  the  asqault&g  *bw&audp*;' w.  WPPd'rting.  a^r  li.fi  . 

commander,  *  !Che  hors  ft&iwihGi  thi  we  effective 

will  be  the  combat  air  assault.  One  hour  is.  considered  the  very  mini¬ 
mum  time  to  insure  coordination,  this  oowjeo Hfrth  Jt&e. ?le§e.  end*/;, 
oontinued  association  O^  ^  ai^C^ilj.^Ompsny.tiih  a  partioular  bri^tide 
facilitates  roprdiqation  and  greatly  fH&snbsb  bp$fc**tpqal  effectiveness 

c.  'The  refi0nh^l'Sbi^n9>'nnd•  select •  i*ndihfc- coxm/t . in" Jungib’ vege¬ 
tation  should  include '  engineer  rebohnaissahCe,  sufficiently  in  advance 
to  permit  planning  of  the  required  engineer  work.  Engineer  detachment! 
can  be  effectively  utilised  in  rapid  construction  and  improvement  of 

1  siding  tones,  but  engineers  must  be  augmented  by  infantry  to  help  la 
clearing  tree#  and  brush  from  the  I Z* 

d.  When  a  unit  beoomea  engaged,  oemmaniexe  are  often  reluctant  te 
use  all  available  fire  support  beoauso  of  the  difficulty  la  identifying 
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their  own  friendly  front  line  positions*  Commanders  must,  neverthe** 
less,  continue  to  call  on  available  air  and  artillery  to  block  enemy 
routes  of  withdrawal  or  reinforcement  and  to  strike  probable  VC  ral¬ 
lying  points. 

e.  Small  (company  and  platoon)  stay-behind  forces  can  be  effectively 
employed  after  departure  of  larger  U*S*  forces  from  an  operational  area* 
It  is  observed  that  VC  elements  move  back  into  areas  after  bu  jor  U*S* 
forces  have  departed  to  scavenge  for  useful  items  and  to  survey  damage 
inflicted  on  their  base  camps*  Stay  behind  ambush  forces  have  achieved 
excellent  results  by  these  ambushes  and  by  directing  artillexy  fire  and 
air  strikes  on  returning  VC* 

ft  It  is  necessary  to  train  individuals  and  units  in  the  use  of 
ladder  ascent  end  descent  from  the  CH-47  (Chinook)  Helicopter*  There 
are  occasions  when  this  is  the  only  method  by  which  troops  m^y  be  in¬ 
troduced  or  extracted  from  dense  jungle  areas* 

g.  Units  requiring  external  lift  of  equipment  should  have  heir 
location  and  in  their  possession  the  necessary  slings  and  nets.,  Per¬ 
sonnel  in  the  lifted  unit  must  be  trained  in  cafe  rigging  end  hook-up 
for  external  loads,  thus  avoiding  oomplste  dependence  on  pathfinders 
to  perform  these  tasks* 

h*  When  heavy  ubo  of  POL  is  anticipated  in  the  conduct  of  tactical 
operations,  plans  must  inolude  resupply  by  large  bulk  containers 
rather  than  55  gallon  drums*  Resupply  by  road  can  be  accomplished 
through  the  use  r '  3,000  gallon  tankers*  When  resupply  is  by  ALOC, 
it  should  be  accomplished  using  300  gallon  drums  and/or  2,000  gallon 
bladders* 

i*  Medioal  clearing  stations  should  be  located  away  from  heavily 
used  landing  strips  to  minimise  the  effects  of  dirt,-, dust,  and  debris 
created  by  aircraft*  Ideally,  modic&l  clearing  facilities  should  have 
a  landing  area  for  medical  evacuation  aircraft  only* 

j*  A  oourier  service  should  be.  established ,.on;a .firm  sbhedule  and 
not  diverted  from  this  primary mission  •except* under  ‘emergency  conditions 
Strict  adherence  to  the  schedule  ;will  permit  movement.  of  -small  quanti¬ 
ties  of  critical  cargo  when  required  in’additioivto  routine  oourier 
missions*  ’ ’  ’ 

k*  Without  the  VHP  relay  from  VUN£  TAU  Mountain,  communication 
between  BZHH  BA  and  2)1  /.N  would  have  boon  marginal  at  best*  The 
operation  plan  indicated  thqt  the  oommunioatlon  system  over  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  approximately  thirty-five  miles  would  be  favorable*  The 
direct  system  proved  to  be  erratio  and  marginal  due  to  serious  sig¬ 
nal  attenuation  by  jungle  growth*  The -forty-five  mile  system  between 
DI  AN  and  YUNG  TAU  produced  excellent  quality* 

1*  The  usefulness  of  the  AN/MRC-69  in  support  of  a  brigade  engaged 
in  air  assault  operations  requires  review*  The  bulk  end  weight  of  the 
equipment  poses  a  serious  problem  in  mobility  and  flexibility*  A  min¬ 
imum  of  two  CH-47  sorties  are  required  to  diiplaoe  the  equipment  with 
its  component  generator  set*  Onoe  the  shelter  is  displaced,  it  loses 
mobility  and  must  ba  operated  in  close  proximity'  to  the  LZ* 

a*  Rapid  air  evacuation  of  deadllned  signal  equipment  to  rear 
signal  maimtemanoe  facilities  is  n  k«y  to  ths  oompxcma.ee  between 
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voys  and  oavalry  elements  during  dxy  weather* 
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DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  ARM! 

HEADQUARTERS  2D  BRIO ADR  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  U.S.  FORCES  9631*5 


26  April  1966 

SUBJECT*  Combat  After  Action  Report  (MACT/RCS/J3/32)(Operation 
ABHfflE)(U) 


THRU i  Commanding  Oeneral 

1st  Infantry  Dirision 

ATTNi  AYID-T 

APO  U.S.  Forces  963U$ 


TOs  Coirmander 

US  Military  Assistance  Command*  Vietnam 

ATlNi  J321 

APO  U.3.  Forces  9621*3 


\  1.  (U)  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION  l  Operation  ABILENE,  a  Brigade 

Search  and  Destroy  operation. 

i 

2.  (U)  DATES  OF  OPERATION*  Operation  ABILENE  began  3012L5H  March 
1966  and  terminated  N*1755H  April  1966. 

3.  (C)  GENERAL*  Operation  ABILENE  was  initiated  by  1st  Intantry 

Division  OPCRD'  7-66  dated  21*1 200H  March  1966.  2d  Brigade  OPCRD  7-66  was 
published  261200H  March  1966.  The  operation  was  conducted  in  PHUOC  TUT 
and  LCNO  FHANH  Provinces  of  the  10th  ARVN  Division  DTA.  The  tactical 
plan  called  for  a  series  of  hellborrje  assaults  to  be  conducted  over  a 
wide  area.  The  Brigade  maintained  a  Rapid  Reaction  Force  that  would  be 
imoloyod  in  the  ovent  an  element  of  the  Brigade  nutde  contact  with  a  maj¬ 
or  VC  Force.  Tho  Direct  Support  Artillery  Battalion  provided  continuous 
fire  support.  The  operation  was  conducted  in  five  dis¬ 

tinct  phases*  each  phase  being  initiated  toy  a  FRAG  0,  see  para  6.  Tha 
operation  was  conducted  under  1st  Infantry  Division  control  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  3rd  Brigade*  1st  Infantxy  Division*  which  was  conducting 
sia&liar  typo  operations  in  the  earns  general  area. 

a.  Reporting  Officers  Oolonsl  A.X.  Mlllqjr 

b.  Task  Organisations  (Initial) 

2/16  Infs  Lt  Col  V.S.  Hathongr  CoMnding 
2  ARVN  Dog  1 bajtt 

1A0  Infs  Lt  Col  Norton  Comandl* 

2  ARVN  Dog  Tbama 

2A8  Infs  Lt  Ool  R.  NsCkystal  CoMnding 
2  ARVN  Dog  Dmm 

1/7  Arty  (DS)s  14  Ool  fjf%  Oosnaadlng 

BRIGADB  TROOPS s 

CoNP'O^r/^ 


Co/v  F\oenTi*  l. 


HHC  2d  Bde 
2d  Pit  1st  MP  Co 
2d  Pit  B  Co  121st  Si*.  Bn 
2d  Pit  11th  RRU 
Recon  Pit  l/ld  Inf 

b.  (C)  INTELLIGENCEl 

a*  Available  information  prior  to  commencement  of  Operation 
ABILENE  indicated  that  the  VC  had  roughly  two  Battalions  as  well  as  nary 
local  guerrillas  within  the  operational  area.  The  VC  5th  and  9kth  Regi¬ 
ments  were  both  reported  to  be  out  of  the  operational  area,  but  within 
reinforcement  range.  The  VC  local  force  Battalion  860  was  reported  gen¬ 
erally  in  the  center  of  the  operational  area, 

b.  Some  of  the  more  significant  VC  facilities  uncovered  dur¬ 
ing  the  operation  include i 

(1)  A  large  well  made  tunnel  and  bunker  conplex  vie  YS- 
359951*  Destroyed, 

(2)  A  large  base  camp  vie  YS37581*5*  Camp  contained  100 
bunkers  with  overhead  shelters,  U30  trenches  and  buildings.  Camp  could 
hold  700-600  personnel*  Destroyed, 

(3)  A  large  base  camp/tunnol  complex  vie  YS60882J*,  The 
entire  area  was  interwoven  with  tunnels  and  had  approximately  12  large 
bunkers  and  many  underground  bomb  shelters.  The  village  had  evidently 
been  VC  controlled  and  was  later  evacuated  by  ARVN.  The  tunnels  and  bun¬ 
kers  were  destroyed,  the  village  was  scheduled  for  air  strikes, 

0,  Significant  Incidental 

(1)  A  recording  was  made  of  an  intercepted  Chinese  mess¬ 
age,  The  tape  and  Information  was  processed  through  RRU  channels.  No 
significant  Intelligence  information  was  obtained, 

(2)  A  2/l6  Inf  engaged  an  estimated  VC  platoon  vie  YS- 
525813,  Mary  small  squad  and  platoon  sixed  units  wire  encountered  thrwgh- 
out  the* day  (10  April)  vie  YS$278lli,  YS5li7793,  Yi'S^iS  ar.i  YS556926. 

(3)  C  2/15  Inf  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  VC  ^ic  IS535* 
656,  This  engagement,  developed  into  the  most  signifi?  irt  contact  during 
the  operation.  There  were  kl 'VC  KIA  (BC)  and  an  additional  5o  VC  XU 
(probable),  VCC  and  documents  captured  indicate  that  this  was  VC  Bn 
D800,  a  main  force  9n  subordinate  to  the  VC  plith  Regiment,  The  main 
force  Regiments  9bth  and  5th  that  normally  operate  in  this  area  were  out 
of  the  province  prior  to  commencement  of  the  operation,  however,  the  9bth 
Regiment  was  reported  moving  back  into  the  area  at  the  termination  of 
Operation  ABILENE. 

d.  Generali  Base  campe  and  supply  facilities  were  generally 
found  near  streams,  There  vers  few  booby  traps  encountered  during  this 
operation,  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  area  previously  had  been 
considered  safe  by  the  VC,  and  few  operations  had  penetrated  the  HOT 
DINK  SECRET  ZONE. 

5*  (C)  MISSION  t  2d  Brigade  conducts  airmobile  assault  on  design¬ 
ated  12s  on  30  March  1966,  Attacks  and  destroys  VC  Forces  and  bite  camps 
in  assigned  areas  of  operations  and  novas  to  conduct  search  and  desttvy 
operations  la  subsequent  areas  of  operations, 

6,  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATIONS  1 

a.  Maneuvers  this  operation  was  conducted  la  five  distiast 
phases,  seek  phase  being  initiated  by  a  IRAQ  0* 

CoNFiO^nrmc 


Co/Vr/Dff/vTV^t 

PHASE  It  FRAG  0  1  to  OPCRD  7-66  (Operation  ABILENE)  dated 
291i|OOH  Mar  66,  On  D-day  H-hour,  the  Bde  conducted  a  3  Bn  airmobile 
assault  on  LZs  NORMAN  and  NATHAN.  Tac  air  and  Artillery  wore  on  call* 

The  assault  included  a  Batteiy  of  Arty  landing  on  LZ  butMAN  to  support 
assault  on  LZ  NATHAN,  Upon  completion  of  the  air  assault,  2  Lnf  bns 
attacked  to  the  $W  to  clear  objectives  NANCY,  NADINE  and  NELLIS,  while 
the  3rd  inf  bn  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  vie  of  LZ  NCR- 
MAN.  A  land  tail  consisting  of  the  Hqs  elements  and  DS  Arty  Bn  (-) 
linked  up  with  tha  Reserve  Bn  on  LZ  NORMAN.  Phase  I  of  the  operation 
terminated  when  the  objectives  had  been  cleared. 

PHASE  Hf  FRAG  0  2  to  OPORD  7-66  (Operation  ABILSiS)  dated 
011500H  Apr  66*  At  G21100H  Apr,  the  Bdo  conducted  an  airmobile  assault 
on  L2s  TCM  and  TERRY,  utilizirg  3  Inf  Bns  and  one  Arty  Btry  (-)•  This 
assault  was  supported  by  Tac  air,  Arty  and  Naval  Gun  Fire.  Upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  assault,  2  inf  bns  attacked  to  the  SW  destroying  7C  forces 
and  base  canps  in  zone*  The  Bde  Hqs  elements  and  Direct  Support  Artill¬ 
ery  Bn  were  relocated  on  LZ  TERRY.  This  phase  of  the  operation  termina¬ 
ted  at  O610O8H  Apr,  when  the  maneuver  Bns  we  re  extracted  from  an  LZ  vie 
LCNO  TAN  to  LZ  MIKE. 

PHASE  im  A  Verbal  Order  issued  on  7  At*  ,  initiated  this 
phase  of  the  operation.  2  inf  bns,  supported  by  Pr  c*.  i.*c  »al  National 
Policemen,  conducted  a  village  search  operation  alo\,  Hi* nway  2  while 
the  3rd  inf  bn  reinforced  with  a  cav  fl.at  cleared  ive  ru  \  east  of  BINN 
OIA  in  preparation  fbrthe  next  phase  of  the  operation,  Ihis  phase  ter¬ 
minated  at  O018OOH  Apr,  when  the  lnf  bn  clearing  the  .v«.  I  arrived  in  po¬ 
sition  just  south  of  THDA  TICK. 

PHASE  IVf  FRAG  0  3  to  OPCRD  7*6o  UVraticm  ABILENE)  dated 
071900H  Apr  66.  Ctoe  infantry  battalion  tpta&l^d  :u  sjpa;ato  compary 
size  zones  along  stream  lines  in  Area  A  ani  5,  c::*  -ni'antry  battalion 
reinforced  with  an  artillery  battery,  conducted  ar  air  mehilo  assault  on 
I Z  WILL2J,  follow»d  by  company  sized  operations  io  Area  C  r.:vd  P,  while 
the  3rd  infantry  battalion  reinforced  with  r.  v  •-.•con  conducted  a  vill¬ 
age  search  of  THUA  TICH  and  secured  the  LvigaJe  Base  Arta. 

PHASE  Vi  FRAO  0  h  to  OPORD  Cvratinn  A dated 


101700H  Apr  66.  One  Infantry  battalion  r-  ;  .-.vcrar.  rJ  u  i  Brigade  Base 
Ca«$>*  ftie  infantiy  battalion  continue  r.tv?**.ci r.;«  :v.  .  mnd  C  and 

secured  Route  PURPIE  in  Area  C  for  co mry  povenor;.  V*:  received 

OPCCN  of  an  Infantry  battalion  from  3rd  L*  .>,ade.  IT.'.;  •.  vV  v.\  *  conducted 

airmobile  assault  on  an  LZ  vie  COURTENEY  D..d  condu%r.  .  patrol¬ 
ling  in  Area  L  and  secured  Route  PURPI2  in  zone  to  asw.‘  .  c\?  Div¬ 
ision  convoy.  The  3rd  infantry  battalion  conducted  •  ^  .i  -ttroy 

operations  in  Areas  N,0  and  P  and  secured  Route  PUPd  l  tv's  to  assist 
passage  of  Division  convoy.  This  phase  of  the  operct’on  tr.vJr'-tcd  with 


the  extraction  of  all  elements  from  the  operational  area  on  la  Apr  66* 

b.  Flro  Supports  Fire  Support  was  provided  by  Artillery,  The 
air,  UTfcr  and  Naval  Oun  Tire.  fliese  e lemon ts  wore  used  to  prepare  LZs, 
provide  on  oall  fires,  interdlot  VC  concentrations  and  route  of  withdraw 
wal.  The  Direct  Support  Artillory  Battalion  was  reinforced  v'wh  either 
a  lS5mn  or  6B  Btry  during  most  of  the  operation*  Kaval  Gun  "Ire  was  co¬ 
ordinated  and  controlled  by  an  Afiglico  Tint  attached  to  thv  ~x 
Brigade  maintained  at  least  one  helloopter  Tire  t§m  on  standby  at  the 
Brigade  CP  to  escort  resupply  and  Dus  toff  missions,  provide  air  cap  for 
oonmy  ■ores,  preform  armed  recon  and  conduct  experimental  night  recon 
flights  with  the  aid  of  Starlight  Scopes* 

7.  (c)  EXBConqii 

a*  Chronology! 

Mar  -  2d  Brigade  received  lot  ZmfanUy  Division  OPORD  T-64 
and  began  ploaming  for  Operation  ABTUMI* 

Con  ?io<?a»  n*L 


i,o 


QO/V  F  \0£N~i~  tft*- 

28  Mar  -  2d  Brigade  published  OPCRD  7-66  (Operation  ABIL2JE). 

2 9  Mar  -  2d  Brigade  published  FRAQ  0  1  to  OPORD  7-66  (Operatic 
ABILENE)*  Vehicle  elements  of  the  Brigade  CP  rendezvoused  with  the  1st 
Infantry  Division  Convoy  vie  of  Highway  1A  and  Highwsy  1$  and  prepared 
for  subsequent  move  to  operational  area* 

30  Mar  -  At  300900H,  2/l8  Infantry  departed  their  base  camp 

arriving  at  PZ  vie  BEARCAT  at  30101£h.  At  3009k5H,  the  Brigade  CP  and 
vehicle  elements  crossed  the  SP  enroute  to  the  operational  area*  At 
301115H,  2/l8  Infantiy  departed  Battalion  base  camp  arriving  at  PZ  at 
30nli5H,  At  301215H,  Pathfinders  landed  on  LZ  NORMAN.  At  3012h5H,  1st 
lift  of  2/l6  Infantiy  arrived  LZ  NCRMAN.  The  LZ  was  cold  and  dry.  At 
301315H,  remainder  of  2/ 16  and  initial  elements  of  l/l8  Infantiy  arrived 
LZ  NCRMAN.  At  301330H,  A  l/7  Artillery  arrived  LZ  NORMAN.  At  3G13L5H, 
remainder  of  l/l8  Infantiy  landed  LZ  NORMAN.  At  301L50H,  1st  lift  of 
2/10  Infantiy  arrived  LZ  NATHAN.  There  was  no  contact  on  the  LZ,  however* 
the  lift  aircraft  received  fire  upon  departure  which  was  surpressed  by 
Fire  Team.  At  301530H,  the  remainder  of  2/l8  Infantiy  arrives  LZ  NATHAN. 
Upon  landing,  l/l8  and  2/l8  Infantiy  began  moving  to  the  SW  in  their  res¬ 
pective  zones.  At  301$h0H,  the  Brigade  CP  Convoy  clo;»  I  lZ  N OP. 'AN •  Cor*- 
tact  during  the  day  was  light.  The  maneuver  element  f  uad  and  destroyed 
several  small  bunkers.  Late  in  the  evening,  l/l8  la/  «.  V/  killed  2  VC 
capturing  2  small  arms  and  a  crossbow.  The  Briga.  j  2/l6  Infan¬ 

try  ,  found  a  large  tunnel  complex  in  vAo  of  LZ  KC^/V  ,  ihe  tunnel  was 
turned  over  to  the  Tunnel  Rats  who  subsequently  dest:*  :•  -  uho  complex. 

Tie  villagers  living  near  the  tunnel  complex  were  inte. a  tod,  subjected 
to  a  Psy  War  program  and  treated  by  a  med..v\  Vi  patrol.  1  .ring  the  night, 
the  manuever  Battalions  established  compfrrr  perin»3iai\j  and  ambushed 
extensively. 

31  Mar  -  Th9  l/l8  and  2/l8  Inf  arr  a  y  cr.it ‘.nued  tn  attack  to  the 

SW  toward  objectives  NELLIE,  NANCY  and  NAD.VUi,  <;'•••  U-i  wis  light  with 
the  maneuver  elements  encountering  only  lig v.t  \  ~:.*ill  arms 

fire.  The  2/l8  Infantry  located  a  large  rojir/;.';'  v  ?  i  -ase  camp  (700* 
800  person  capacity)  with  100  air  raid  typj  bunkers  **r.d  3  )  permanent  typo 
buildings.  The  buildings  were  destroyed.  Vruiwnt-i  o.\\]  "  .  Cbicom  gre¬ 
nades  found  in  the  camp  were  evacuated.  .  l/'.j  wa?  y*r  *!i  ro !  to  an  12 
about  6  km  north  of  LZ  NATHAN  and  began  c? trebling  v  *  *  th.  The 

2/l6  Inf,  Brigade  Rapid  Reaction  Force,  p  •  ;x tiling  ...  :  , :  cf  LZ  NATHAN, 

apprehended  l£  VCS.  During  the  hours  or  gr.rkness,  v,*.>  r  -nits  es¬ 

tablished  company  sized  bases  from  which  Lhey  sent  evr.  w-  v.r*ls. 

1  Apr  -  The  l/lQ  Infantiy  continued  to  m*>  •«:  ■.  .  *  7 

direction  while  the  2/l8  Infantiy  moved  to  NW.  C  2/.„  •  1  1  .lately 

direction  to  an  12  and  was  extracted  to  the  Brigade  •  •  C'.u  Bri- 
gade  trains  departed  Brigade  base  camp  (BEARCAT)  at  '  ~  1  *•.’ ;sed 

the  Division  Logistic  base  at  OllUUSH .  During  the  o  *'*  0  r.  nev./c?  el¬ 
ements  exchanged  fire  with  several  small  groups  of  70  v.i  s.  I  in 

one  US  slightly  wounded.  An  element  of  1/u  Cav  received  lire  r-  >,ute 
PURPLE.  A  Co  and  Recon  Pit  2A6  Infantiy  were  dispatched  4:;  <’i~*  ^.t*. 
Recon  2/l6  made  contact  with  u  VC  in  the  vie  of  the  amburh-  I  V-  ,,ri  ex¬ 
changed  and  the  YC  fled.  One  Pit  of  A  2/l6  stayed  behir.i  :,v*  -  .sh:l  the 

area,  during  the  night  while  the  remainder  of  the  Rapid  Ro-jc  •  .;>rje 
returned  to  the  Brigade  Base.  An  extension  of  the  tunnel  c ar*‘.r:  i'cvrd 
earlier  in  the  vie  of  the  Brigade  baee  was  located  and  scheduled  for  det- 
truction  or.  2  April.  During  the  day,  2^,8  Inf  located  fresh  entrenchmonte, 
destroyed  an  inoperative  tractor,  a  lA  ton  trailer  and  a  snail  base 
canp.  The  maneuver  Battalions  established  company  sized  bases  at  drrk  in 
the  vie  of  PZs  from  which  a.  mobile  assault  operations  were  launched  on 
2  Apr. 


2  Apr  -  Brigade  conducted  a  It  Battalion  airmobile  assault  an 
3  XZe,  utilising  Tac  air,  ArtiUeiy  and  Naval  Oun  Tire  for  LZ  prepara¬ 
tions.  The  operation  was  initiated  when  the  1/7  Artillery  (-)  reinfortod 
with  1  uattarv  of  8/6  Artillery,  moved  to  a  location  along  Route  TO* 

PUS  from  whloh  it  could  support  IZ  TBfflX.  The  Brigade  OP  vehicles  aims 
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the  Tao  CP^  departed  for  a  new  area  at  020800H.  At  021107H,  following 
an  Arty  and  Tac  air  preparation,  the  l/l8  Inf  landed  in  two  lifts  on  IZ 
TERRY*  There  was  no  contact  and  the  unit  minus  one  compare,  which  was 
utilized  to  secure  LZ  TERRY  until  the  arrival  of  the  2/l8  Inf  attacked 
to  the  £W*  At  020830H,  one  light  Btry  l/?  Arty  and  the  Tac  CP  landed 
LZ  .TERRY*  The  2/l6  Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  on  I Z  TOM  foll¬ 
owing  Arty,  Tac  air  and  Naval  Gun  Fire  preparation*  There  was  no  con¬ 
tact  on  the  LZ.  The  Bn  closed  on  the  LZ  at  021325K  and  immediately  be¬ 
gan  attacking  to  the  SW.  The  2/l8  Inf,  Bde  RRF,  closed  on  LZ  TERRY  at 
021h20H,  utilizing  a  combination  of  CH-Li7  and  HU- ID  air  support,*  The 
company  from  the  l/lB  Inf,  that  had  been  securing  LZ  TERRY,  was  released 
to  the  1/18  at  that  time.  At  02lb30H,  the  2/28  Inf  was  plfced  under 
OPCON  2d  Bde.  The  2/28  Inf  made  an  airmobile  assault  on  a.i  LZ  vie  YS$90- 
700  following  a  Tac  air  and  Arty  preparation.  The  Bn  closed  at  C21637H 
and  took  up  blocking  positions  to  the  north  along  the  river  vie  of  the  IZ* 
During  the  afternoon,  the  maneuver  Bns  met  light  resistance.  The  l/lQ 
Inf  killed  a  VC  attempting  to  escape  from  a  small  base  camp  they  had  lo¬ 
cated.  The  2/l8  Inf  RRF  found  approximately  6 5  freshly  dug  graves  about 
1  Km  east  of  LZ  TERRY.  Subsequent  investigation  revealed  the  occupants 
of  the  graves  to  be  Vietnamese  civilians.  The  2  maneuver  Bns  closed  into 
company  sized  perimeters  at  dark  while  the  2/28  Inf  continued  to  block 
to  the  north* 

3  Apr  -  The  2/l6  and  l/l8  Inf  continued  to  attack  to  the  SW 
in  zone  while  the  2/28  Inf  continued  to  block  along  the  2/l6  Inf  south¬ 
ern  boundry.  The  action  during  the  day  was  characterized  by  almost  con¬ 
tinuous  small  engagements  with  the  eneiry,  Helicopters  supporting  the 
Bde  drew  fire  on  7  occasions*  On  one  occasion,  the  VC  engaged  a  Fire 
Team  from  the  128th  Avn  Co  which  resulted  in  2  VC  KIA  (BC).  During  the 
day,  the  1/lQ  Inf  killed  one  VC,  with  weapon  and  destroyed  2  base  camps. 
The  2/V  Inf  located  and  destroyed  200  tons  of  rice,  a  large  VC  base 
camp  (probably  a  training  center)  and  killed  1  VC.  The  2/l8  Inf  located 
several  small  base  camps  with  small  amounts  of  rice  and  nary  documents* 

The  airborne  Arty  Observer  engaged  a  group  of  VC  with  Artillerv  resulting 
in  1  VC  KIA  (3C),  At  approximately  noon,  the  RRU  Detachment  with  the  2/l8 
Inf,  intercepted  a  radio  transmission  in  a  foriegn  language  (later  iden¬ 
tified  a3  Chinese)  on  an  azimuth  of  270  degrees.  The  intercepted  station 
was  under  attack  at  the  time  of  the  interception*  A  Bdo  Fac  at  the  same 
time  was  conducting  an  airstriko  on  an  moutain  which  plotted  oil  the  azi- 
imith  the  RRU  had  reported.  Continuous  fires  consisting  of  Arty,  Tac  air. 
Naval  Gun  Fire  and  UTT  was  placed  on  the  suspected  transmitter  site, 
while  a  ma^or  position(Bn  (-))  of  the  RRF  Battalion  was  alerted  and  moved 
by  helicopter  to  a  blocking  position  to  the  south  of  the  suspected  trans¬ 
mitter  location* 

i 

U  Apr  -  The  l/l8  Inf  continued  to  attack  to  the  SW  while  the 
other  maneuver  Bns  set  up  blocking  positions  and  patroled  extensively 
in  order  to  prevent  escape  of  the  VC.  B  l/l*  C*.  v  was  placed  under  OPCCN 
2d  Bdo  and  set  up  blocking  positions  south  of  LONG  TAN  Village.  The 
action  during  the  day  was  again  characterized  by  short  engagements  with 
small  VC  units,  which  resulted  In  2  YC  KIA  (BC)  and  1  VCC  and  5  VC  WIA."" 
El*;  wilts  of  the  Bde  destroyed  6  base  camps  includii^;  we  which  contained 
a  printing  press,  a  PA  set  and  a  Switch  board*  The  Bds  destroyed  66$  tons 
of  rice  and  one  ton  of  salt,  while  capturing  a  rice  separating  machine, 

$0  Chicom  grenades  and  12  7 $m  Chicom  RR  rds.  A  Starlight  mission  flown 
during  the  night  sighted  camp  fires  which  were engaged  with  arty  fire* 


5  Apr  -  Action  durir^  the  day  was  limited  to  a  few  short 
engagements  with  email  guerrilla  units*  During  the  night,  2/18  Inf 
continued  to  ambush  extensively  from  its  blocking  positions*  The  2/29 
Inf  waa  placed  under  OPCCN  3rd  Bde  at  0$0db$H*  The  2/l6  Inf  moved  it* 
patrol  base  2  km  to  the  SW*  Both  the  2/16  and  2/l8  Inf  continued  to 
conduct  saturation  patrols  durl^  daylight  hours  and  ambush  ex¬ 
tensively  aftor  da*ic*  The  l/lB  Inf  conducted  a  detailed  search  of  the 
mountain  that  was  suspected  of  containing  a  VC  Hqs  with  negative  results* 
The  l/lB  Inf  was  extracted  to  the  Bde  bass  lats  in  the  afternoon  and 
became  the  Brigade  Rapid  Reaction  Force.  At  the  sane  tire,  B  2/18  Inf 
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wps  released  from  the  RRF  Mission  and  returned  to  Battalion  control*  C 
lA  Cav  continued  its  screening  mission  south  and  west  of  LONG  TAN •  20 

tons  of  rice,  3  base  camps  and  a  way  station  were  located  and  destroyed* 

2  VC  tractors  and  trailers  were  captured  and  1  VC  was  killed  (BC)* 

6  Apr  -  Action  during  the  day  was  limited  to  a  few  exchanges 
of  SA  fire  with  the  exception  of  A  2/l6  who  received  29  rds  of  82m  ror» 
tar  and  HR  fire  during  early  morning  hours  which  resulted  in  2  friendly 
KIA  .and  3  WIA.  C  lA  Cav  continued  to  block,  patrol  and  screen  south 
and  west  of  LONG  TAN  while  the  2/l6  Inf  and  2/l8  Inf  moved  SVJ  toward 
LONG  TAN.  Upon  arrival  at  LCNG  TAN,  the  Battalions  took  up  blocking  po¬ 
sitions  north  and  east  of  town  while  ARVN  elements  completed  evacuation 
of  LCNG  TAN  Village.  The  2/l6  and  <?/l8  Inf  were  extracted  to  Brigade 
base  late  in  the  afternoon  to  rest  and  prepare  for  future  operations, 
Hiring  the  day,  elements  of  the  Brigade  destroyed  10$  tons  of  rice  and 

8 .5  tons  of  salt,  while  killing  one  VC  (3C)  and  capturing  105  bolts  of 
plastic  cloth.  B  lA  Cav  was  returned  to  control  of  l/k  Cav  at  061955H* 

7  Apr  -  The  elements  of  the  Brigade  rested  and  prepared  for 
future  operations.  2/l6  Inf  plus  3try  A  1/7  Artillery,  were  prepositioned 
at  BINH  BA.  The  2/l6  Inf  launched  a  village  search  from  that  location 

on  8  April.  Recon  l/lQ  provided  security  for  a  Engineer  detail  erecting 
a  bridge  8  km  east  of  BINHOIA.  First  Platoon  C  lA  Cav  was  placed  un¬ 
der  OPCCN  2d  Bde  at  G72100H  and  assigned  a  security  mission  at  the 
bridge  being  erected  by  1st  Engineer  Battalion. 

8  Apr  -  During  the  night  of  7-8  Apr,  2/l6  and  2/l8  Inf  sur¬ 
rounded  !*  villages  along  Highway  2#  At  first  light,  the  units  in  con¬ 
junction  with  ARVN  personnel,  conducted  a  detailed  search  of  the  villages. 
A  total  of  5  confirmed  VC  and  28  suspects  were  captured  as  a  result  cf 
this  operation.  The  l/l$  Infantry  cleared  the  road  east  of  BINH  GIA  to 

a  position  from  which  a  search  of  1HUA  TICH  Village  was  launched  on  9 
April.  During  the  day,  the  Bn  found  and  neutralized  a  command  deton¬ 
ated  mine  and  met  scattered  resistance.  During  the  night  of  7-8  Apr, 
the  Brigade  base  received  rds  of  8lmm  mortar  fire  with  insignificant 
damage  or  casualties.  Counter  battery  radar  was  unable  to  detect  the 
location  of  tho  eneny  mortars,  however,  artillery  was  placed  on  all  sus¬ 
pected  mortar  sites  within  rar^e  of  the  Brigade  location  with'  unknown 
results.  B  l/k  Cav  was  placed  under  OPCCN  2d  Bri¬ 

gade  at  0815C0H  and  was  attached  to  the  l/l8  Infantry.  The  Troop  took 
up  a  position  1  km  east  of  the  bridge.  First  Platoon  C  l/U  Cav  attached 
to  l/l8,  continued  tho  security  mission  at  the  bridge  while  C  l/l?  Inf¬ 
antry  conducted  extensive  ambush  patrols  in  that  vicinity.  Late  in  tho 
afternoon,  the  Brigade  CP  and  l/l  Artillery  Battalion  (-)  reinforced, 
displaced  to  a  location  2  km  west  of  the  bridge.  A  pilot  from  the  Avn 
Section  of  the  Brigade  was  slightly  wounded  while  Hying  a  Recon  mission 
in  vie  of  B  l/k  Cav. 

9  Apr  -  During  the  morning  hours,  the  l/l&  Infantry  with  B 
lA  Cav  attached,  cleared  the  road  to  IHUA  TICH  and  conducted  a  village 
search.  The  Battalion  reverted  to  Brigade  Rapid  Reaction  Force  when 
tho  Brigade  CP  and  l/7  Artillery  closed  into  new  location  vie  THUA  TICK. 
2/l8  Infantry  and  one  Battery  1/7  Artillery,  were  lifted  rrom  PZ  'fIXE 
and  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  WILLIE.  After  the  clearing  of 
LZ  WILLIE,  2/18  Infantry  initiated  a  search  and  destroy  operation  to  the 
west  from  that  location.  PZ  MIKE  was  secured  by  A  2/l6  Infantry  during 
the  lift.  2/lb  Infantry  initiated  search  operations  into  Areas  A  and  B, 
concentrating  on  the  stream  lines  in  those  areas.  Durii^  the  day,  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Brigade  engaged  several  small  groups  of  VC  units,  destroyed 
9.15  tons  of  rice,  3  base  campe  and  a  SA  factory;  captured  lit  small  arms, 

2  VC  and  11  VCS,  while  killing  1  VC  (BC)  and  1  VC  (probable).  First 
Platoon  C  lA  Cav  was  returned  to  control  of  parent  unit  at  C91130H. 

10  Apr  -  The  2/lb  and  2/l8  Infantry  continued  to  conduct  corn- 
pony  sited  clearing  operations  in  sons  while  the  l/l9  Infantry  remained 
as  Brigade  Rapid  Reaction  Force  and  patroled  extensively  in  THU*.  TICK 
area.  Recon  Platoon  2/lb  Infantry  assumed  security  of  the  bridge 
when  C  l/lt  returned  to  Brigade  bast.  The  Maneuver  elearats  of  Ua 
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Brigade  engaged'  numerous  small  groups  of  VC  during  the  day  resulting 
in  9  VC  KIA  (BC),  2  VC  KIA  (Probable),  1  VCC,  <  SA  recovered  and  3 
base  camps  destroyed  while  Friendly  forces  haa  1  KIA  and  6  WIA* 

11  Apr  -  l/l8  Infantry  was  extracted  from  the  (^rational 
Area  to  its  base  camp  vie  BEEN  HOA,  utilizing  CH— U7  aircraft.  At  11- 
O900H,  1/26  Infan tiy  was  placed  under  OPCCN  2d  Brigade  and  lifted  to  an 
LZ  vie  GCURTENEY  Airfield.  B  l/26  Infantry,  Brigade  Rapid  Reaction 
Force,  secured  the  LZ  while  HHC  2/l8  Infantry  and  C  l/?  Arty  were  ex¬ 
tracted  from  LZ  WILLIE  to  vie  COURTENEY  Airfield.  The  l/26  Inf  (-) 
conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  east  of  Highway  2  into  Area  L. 

2/l8  Inf  (-)  continued  to  move  in  a  westerly  direction  with*  negligible  ®oo- 
tact  during  the  day*  The  2/l6  Inf  continued  to  move  NW  and  clear  the 
stream  lines  in  Area  A  and  B.  The  Battalion  engaged  several  small 

groups  of  VC  throughout  the  day.  At  111355H,  C  2/l6  Infantry  engaged 
a  Platoon  of  VC,  killing  5  (BC),  while  having  2  US  KIA  and  12  US  KIA. 

The  VC  broke  contact.  At  111735H,  the  company  began  receiving  mortar 
fire  and  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire  from  all  directions.  3  2/l6  with 
the  Battalion  Command  Group  and  B  2/l8  Infantry  attached  to  the  2/l6 
Infantry  at  111800H  began  moving  to  reinforco  C  2/l6  Infantnr.  A  con¬ 
tinuous  barrage  of  Artillery  Fire  was  placed  around  the  C  2/l6  Infantry 
during  the  battle,  inflicting  heavy  casualties  on  the  c.iCry.  The  VC 
broke  contact  at  1119 30H.  Air  Force  flare  ships  mai-.'vuv^d  continuous 
illumination  of  the  battle  area  throughout  the  night  while  Artillery 
continued  to  place  concentrated  fires  2J  meters  from  the  company  per¬ 
imeter  and  inter idict  the  VC  route  of  withdrawal. 

12  Apr  -  B  2/18  and  B  2/l6  Infantry  were  in  position  t.o  rein¬ 
force  C  2/l6  during  the  night  of  11-12  Apr,  but  v/aited  outside  of  C  2/l6 
perimeter  until  the  1st  light.  At  12070C-H,  a  CK-U7  lowered  medical  per¬ 
sonnel  to  treat  casualties  and  a  Enginoor  Team  ';o  clear  an  LZ  into  the 

C  2/l6  battle  area.  At  111300H,  C  2/l6  was  extracted  by  air  to  BEiH 
BA  where  they  were  further  extracted  to  Battalion  base  camp  at  BEARCAT# 

The  VC  suffered  Ul  KIA  (BC)  and  50  VC  (probable)  in  1i;ls  encounter. 
Friendly  casualties  were  3k  KIA  and  72  WIA.  The  battle  field  was  po¬ 
liced  and  B  2/l6  and  B  2/10  moved  to  the  NE  in  an  effort  to  locate  the 
remanents  of  the  VC  Battalion.  The  2/l8  (-)  moved  south  to  Area  C  in 
an  attempt  to  locate  the  retreating  VC.  l/26  Inf  (-)  moved  into  bloc¬ 
king  positions  along  Highway  2  in  Area  C.  At  l2l6il5K,  C  \/2  Infantry 
reinforced  with  a  Cav  Plat  was  placed  under  OPCCN  2d  Brigade*  Th*r  Com¬ 
pany  was  placed  under  OPCCN  l/26  Infantry  with  a  mission  of  blockir^ 
to  the  east  in  the  area  above  BINH  GIA.  There  was  only  minor  contact 
during  the  day  that  resulted  in  5  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  2  VC  KIA  (prob). 

13  Apr  -  2/l6  and  2/l8  Infantry  continued  to  move  to  the  west 
searching  in  zono.  3/26  Infantry  continued  to  block  along  Highway  2* 

At  131330H,  C  l/2  Infantry  was  returned  to  parent  unit  control.  The 
Brigade  CP,  2/7  Artillory  (-)  and  B  l/U  Cav  displaced  to  vie  COURTENEY 
Airfield*  The  2/l6  and  2/18  Infantry  closed  on  Highway  2  and  took  up 
positions  in  zone*  The  Bde  prepared  to  clear  Highway  2  and  assist 
passage  of  the  Division  Convoy  on  Ik  Apr.  At  the  same  time  the  Battal¬ 
ions  were  moving  into  position,  B  2/10  Infantry  and  A  2/16  Infantry 
were  returned  to  control  of  parent  unit*  B  3/\x  Cav  was  returned  to 
control  of  X/U  Cav  at  23l83hH*  l/l  Artilleiy  (-)  moved  into  a  posit¬ 
ion  wost  of  Highway  2  and  h  km  north  of  COURTENEY*  During  the  day, 
contact  vaa  negligible,  however,  a  great  deal  of  blood  and  maty  oiooc(jr 
bandages  found  aloiq;  trails  indicated  that  the  VC  engaged  by  C  2/l6 
Infantry  on  11  Apr  were  carrying  a  large  number  of  wounded  VC* 

21;  Apr  -  The  Battalions  along  Highway  2  cleared  that  road  in 
zone  early  in  the  morning  in  preparation  for  the  passage  of  the  Divis¬ 
ion  Convoy*  Brigade  trains  elements  from  BINH  BA  began  moving  by  road 
at  1UO8U0H  with  Brigade  CP  elements  Joinirg  the  cotxvqjr  at  lldlOOH*  The 
Infantry  Battalions  were  assembled  at  individual  PZs  and  moved  to  their 
respective  base  camps,  utilising  a  combination  of  aircraft*  C  2/7 
Artillery  was  left  in  position  to  support  the  attraction  operation,  up¬ 
on  completion  of  the  extraction,  the  Battery  was  returned  to  BEARCAT  base 
ct*f>  by  GH-i*7  helicopters,  closing  at  UilTbSH* 
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b.  Employment  of  Rapid  Reaction  Force  and  Resources  t 

(1)  On  6  Apr,  the  Brigade  utilized  the  Rapid  Reaction 
Force  to  make  an  air  assault  and  assume  blocking  position  in  the  vie 
of  a  suspected  major  VC  Hqs  which  one  of  the  maneuver  Battalions  was 
assaulting.  The  Rapid  Reaction  Force  was  alerted  and  moved  while  Tac 
air,  Artillery,  Naval  Gun  Fire  and  UTTs  kept  the  suspected  location 
under  continuous  fire, 

(2)  On  11  Apr,  C  2/l6  Infantry  became  heavily  engaged 
Kith  a  VC  Battalion,  The  Brigade  immediately  moved  B  2/l6  and  B  2/18 
Inf  ’-.try  to  reinforce  the  embattled  conpargr  while  Artillery  placed  a 
continuous  band  of  fire  around  C  2/l6.  The  l/26  Infantry  was  loved  . 
into  blocking  positions  while  2/l8  Infantry  initiated  search  operations 
for  the  retreating  eneny. 

8,  (C)  SUPPORTING  FORCES  > 

a.  Artillery  I  The  Direct  Support  Artillery  Battalion  was 
reinforced  with  a  Battery  of  ISSirm  or  8”  Artillery  throughout  moat  of 
the  operation.  The  va3t  area  in  which  the  Brigade  operated  dictated 
that  a  105  Battery  be  placed  in  Direct  Support  of  a  n*.  .,-u/er  Battalion 
on  several  occasions.  This  technique  allowed  the  Br‘  .  .  to  engage 
targets  over  an  extended  area. 

b.  Naval  Gun  Fire  Supports  Naval  Gun  Fir)  :  employed  on 

two  occasions.  The  first  when  it  fired  I Z  preparation  during  Phase 

II  and  the  second  when  it  fired  in  conjunction  with  the  Hrlgade  Direct 
Support  Artillery  on  a  suspected  VC  Hq3  wl.Ue  the  Rapid  ?  action  Force 
was  being  conmitted.  Ground  elements  entcii:^  ihe  impact  jrea  after  the 
preparation  reported  that  the  target  was  »'o!i  ctvered  cy  preparatory 
fires. 

c.  Air  Force i 

(1)  Tac  air  was  employed  on  both  preplanned  and  immediate 

targets.  The  Brigade  ALO  processed  all  air  requests  for  the  Brigade  and 
encountered  mo  problems  on  obtain!  ry;  Tac  air  support,  T!v  "  ots  of 
the  Tac  air  are  difficult  to  evaluate  as  ground  trco.r>3  d:’d  ?r*  enter  all 
the  areas  struck.  Delays  in  planned  I Zs  time,  made  io  all*  Ic-.u*  for  the 
Air  Force  to  prepare  their  portion  of  the  LZ  with  ;  .  •*  '  Most 

of  the  delays  were  due  to  unavailability  of  aircraft  This 

difficulty  could  be  overcome  by  providing  more  advance  notice  when  lift 
aircraft  will  be  late.  The  Air  Force  encountered  difficulty  ...*  diking 
known  and  suspected  VC  installations  prior  to  the  Brigade  moving  into  an 
area  of  operation.  This  problem  can  be  overcome  by  assigning  the  Bri¬ 
gade  responsibility  for  the  next  area  of  operations  one  or  two  days  prior 
to  the  Brigade  committing  troops  into  the  new  area  of  operations. 

(2)  Medical  Evacuation*  Air  Force  rescue  helicopters  with 
winch  capabilities  were  utilised  on  2  occasions.  Tho  crews  of  these  air* 
craft  were  responsive,  cooperative  and  professional  in  the  services  ren¬ 
dered. 

(3)  Illumination i  The  mission  of  providing  continuous 
illumination  during  the  night  of  11-12  Apr,  was  assigned  to  the  Air 
Force.  It  was  accomplished  using  $  U3  Air  Force  and  VNAF  Aircraft. 

There  were  no  language  problems  encountered  with  the  VN.  Ground  hase 
had  obscurred  the  ground  and  made  it  difficult  for  tho  flaro  ship  to 

'maintain  orientation.  A  technique  of  firing  an  occasional  round  of 
Artillery  illumination  to  assist  the  flare  ship  in  maintaining  its  pos¬ 
ition  on  station  was  used  effectively. 

d.  Cavi  Can r  elements  were  placed  under  OFCGN  2d  Brigade  sev¬ 
eral  time.  These  forces  were  effectively  used  on  road  clearing,  escort, 
and  blocking  missions.  The  Cav  elements  experienced  difficulty  in  neg¬ 
otiating  jungle  terrain  and  fer  the  most  pert  were  confined  to  roads  and 
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e.  Army  Aviation*  The  techniques  of  stationing  lift  helicop¬ 
ters  and  Fire  Teams  at  the  Brigade  base  overnight  provided  imediate  re¬ 
sponse  to  ary  requirement  and  developed  a  closer  working  relationship 
with  air  crews  and  Brigade  personnel  while  eliminating  the  aircraft 
flight  time  consumed  by  the  aircraft  going  to  their  home  station  every 
night  and  returning  the  followii^  morning.  — 

9 .  (C)  RESULTS i 

ar  •  -Bneny  Losses  i 

KIA  (BC)i  67 
KIA  (Prob)i  61 
VCCi  5 
VCSi  67 
Base  Camps i  33 
Wells  i  3 
Bunkers  t  223 
Bunker  Complexes i  2 
Individual  Tunnels «  10 
Way  Stations  i  J 
Rice i  81*5.115  tons 
Salti  9.1*76  tons 
Sugar*  3 001b s 
Peanuts  *  198lbs 
TA  312  Telephone i  3 
EE8  Telephone  t  1 
POL  Tanker*  1 
Svitoh  Board*  1 
SA  kmot  3|122  rds  . 

b.  Friendly  Losses  l 

KHAi  39 
WHAi  97 
KIAI  0 

o.  Othors  One  tiSAF  Para  Medic  was  killed  by  SA  first. 

10.  (C)  ATMINTS  TRATIVg  MATTERS! 
a.  Personnel* 

(1)  Strength! 


Confeat  Strength  * 


Unit! 

Prior  to  Opni 

■?< 

’tor 

Ctoni 

BM 

0 

EM 

HKC  2d  Bds 

102  to  10? 

27 

$ 

112 

26 

6 

118 

2/16  Inf 

11*7  to  197 

31* 

l 

71*7 

29 

1 

717 

3/lfl  Inf 

182  to  203 

31* 

* 

693 

36 

2 

81*3 

2A8  Inf 

130  to  202 

33 

2 

690 

33 

* 

801 

3/7  Artjjr 

73  to  87 

39 

s 

1*32 

1*3 

3 

1*27 

b.  Administrative  Plane i  Administrative  plans  and  procedures 
continue  to  be  adequate. 

o.  Logistical  lha  Brigade  Trains  consisted  of  Brigade  S-l*. 

0  1st  Medical  Battalion,  Contact  Them  B  701at  Maintenance  Battalion  and 
attached  Battalion  trains! 
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Plastic  Ground  Cloth!  105  bolts  plus  700ft 

Grease  Pump*  1 

Barbed  Wire!  h  roles 

Small  Armsi  32  (and  2  H)  Barries) 

Portable  Radiol  1 
Cross  Bowst  2 
Telephone  Wire*  1  km 
Grenades  *  91  Chicora 
Booby  ITapa i  9 
75mm  RR  Rdsi  12 
8lmn  *<ort  Rdsi  12* 

Rico  Separating  Machine!  1 
Tractors  A  Trailers*  3  ea 
Ox.  Carts*  1 
Cloth!  100m 
Compressor!  1 

Miscellaneous  clothii^;.  medical  supplies. 
Tools,  documents  and  livestock. 
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(1)  Medical!  The  concept  of  the  forward  clearing 
station  consisting  of  a  Surgical  and  Treatment  Section  of  C  1s  t  Med 
Bn  and  a  small  section  of  each  Infantry  Battalion  aid  station,  was 
extremely  successful  in  supporting  the  Brigade.  All  casualties  were 
initially  evacuated  to  this  forward  clearing  station  for  triage  and 
emergency  treatment;  also  definite  medical  treatment  ^or  minor  wounds 
was  performed*  Only  those  casualties  with  serious  wounds  were  evacuated 
out  of  the  Brigade  area*  A  Dus  toff  helicopter  was  on  a  standby  basis* 

2h  hours  daily  and  provided  very  rapid  and  efficient  evacuation  ef 
casualties* 

(2)  Maintenance!  Contact*  Teams  of  Signal,  Automotive, 
Armament*,  and  Small  Arms  adequently  fulfilled  all  repair  requirements* 

(3)  Supply!  Prescribed  Irvin  were  adequate* 

(h)  Transportation*  Once  the  Division  Logistical  3ase 
was  established,  resupply  within  the  Brigade  was  conducted  utilizing  air 
delivery  techniques*  The  Division  conducted  convoys  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  operation  were  led  by  a  armored  security  force,*  The  mardh  units 
following  the  security  force  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  ftai»- 
tainijng  the  rate  of  march  set  by  the  security  force#  Slowing  the  security 
force  or  giving  the  following  raarbh  units  a  fixed  rate  of  maroh  would 
correct  this  difficulty. 

(5)  Class  III*  The  aircraft  refueling  maintained  by  the 
Support  Battalion  was  operated  during  daylight  hours  only,  mis  caused 
a  hardship  among  the  Brigade  Sh  personnel  who  had  to  refuel  Brigade  air¬ 
craft  that  were  being  utilized  on  night  missions* 

d •  Communic a ti ons * 

(1)  During  this  operation,  the  method  for  moving  was  to 
shut  down  and  move  all  elements  at  the  same  time,  rather  than  normal 
jump  or  ochelon  method.  This  method  caused  longer  circuit  outage,  but 
afforded  greater  econorry  of  force,  since  no  additional  security  force 
was  required  to  protect  the  rear  echelon  or  clear  the  road  a  second  tima. 

(2)  Circuit  outage  was  excessive  during  the  first  half 
of  the  operation.  The  time  required  to  get  from  one  carrier  to  anothor 
carrier  was  average,  but  from  subscriber  to  subscriber,  took  much  too 
long.  Later  in  the  operation,  this  wa3  greatly  reduced.  The  reduction 
in  time  required  to  re-establish  circuits  after  a  move  car.  be  diroctly 
linked  to  two  facts  (l)  all  operators  had  gained  experience  and  (2) 
circuit  patching  was  less  complicated  and  much  more  direct. 

e.  Psy  War* 

(1)  Psy  War  effort  included  use  of  helicopter  for 
radio  appeals,  aircraft  for  dissemination  of  printed  matter  and  ground 
vehicle  for  audio  appeals  and  visual  contact. 

(2)  Psy  War  personnel  aocompanied  the  Civic  Action  team 
on  visits  to  civilian  conmunities  and  succeeded  in  establishing  a  frien¬ 
dly  atmosphere.  U.S.  aims  and  reasons  for  boing  in  Vietnam  were  ex¬ 
plained  to  villagers. 

(3)  Evacuation  of  THUA  TICK  (TS616611)  to  Government 
controlled  area  was  assisted  by  Pay  War  Than  working  in  conjunction 
with  the  District  Chief* 

(U)  A  message  from  the  Jhfovinoe  Chief  of  PHUOC  TJt  Pro¬ 
vince  .to  the  vinegar*  was  taped  andbroadcaat  throughout  the  Provincial 
area. 

(5)  Pour  loudspeaker  mission*  wtr*  flown  for  a  total 
of  6  hour*  and  15  minute*  broadcast  tima. 
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(6)  Leaflets  dropped  on  Operation  ABILENE  were  as 


follows t 

TYPE  i  AMOUNT! 

JUSPAO  Safe  Conduct  Passes  77,000 

m  55,700 

#12*6  1*0,000 

#0?2  15,000 

#103  10,000 

#11*8  7,000 

#115  5,ooo 

#SF688  1*00 

210,100  Total 


(7)  Areas  of  drop  and  type  leaflet  used  are  on  file 
at  this  Headquarters. 

f.  Civil  Affairs i  During  the  operation  the  Brigade  Civic 
Action  Toasi  accomplished  the  following  tasks! 

(1)  Medical  treatment  administered  to  259  persons  through* 
out  operational  area.  One  boy  with  a  broken  leg  was  evacuated  to  PHUOC 
flr/  Province  hospital.  A  tour  of  local  health  facilities  was  conducted 
in  every  area  visited  and  advice  given  on  sanitation,  cleanliness  and 
storage  procedures*  Information  on  how  to  request  medical  supplies  was 
alee  given. 

(2)  Existing  facilities  were  repaired  where  feasable. 

A  generator  providing  electricity  for  a  church  was  repaired  and  a  vill¬ 
age  gate  and  fence  wao  fixed. 

(3)  Ten  oases  of  soap  were  distributed  to  villages  in  the 
areaj  instructions  on  use  and  sanitation  also  rendered. 

(U)  Civic  Action  Toam  tourod  villagA  defense  installations 
and  offered  ndvico  on  constructions  of  fortifications. 

(5)  Six  cases  of  assorted  foodstuffs  and  51*  gallons  sf 
soybean  oil  were  distributed  in  destitute  areas. 

(6)  Assisted  in  evacuation  of  1*5  families  in  THUA  TICK 
to  Government  controled  area.  Transportation  and  escort  was  provided  fay 
Brigade  and  Division.  One  family  Inadvertently  missed  the  convoy  and 
was  airlifted  to  join  their  neighbors.  This  action  provided  for  the  re¬ 
location  of  one  entire  hamlet  from  a  Viet  Cong  area  of  Influence  into  a 
Government  controled  new  life  hamlet. 


a.  The  requirement  to  render  medical  aid  to  a  large  nustoer 
of  casualties  in  a  remote  jungle  area  without  suitable  LZ  was  satisfied 
by  having  medical  and  Engineer  personnel  decend  a  ladder  suspended  from 
a  CH-1*7  helicopter.  The  medical  personnel  immediately  began  treating 
casualties  while  the  Bt^lneers  prepared  a  suitable  LZ  for  extraction  of 
the  casualties.  This  techniques  could  also  be  used  to  reinforce  an  an* 
gaged  unit  by  dropping  troops  a  few  hundred  maters  from  the  eigagomant. 
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b.  The  Brigade  S-2  initiated  a  nightly  VR  program  tiiroughout 
the  Brigade  Area  of  Operations,  utilizing  Starlight  Scope*  A  knowledga- 
able  person  from  the  S-2  Section,  who  could  grant  permission  to  engage 
targets,  accompanied  the  person  operating  the  Starlight  Scope*  Upon  id- 
entifyir^  a  target,  the  person  operating  the  scope  would  nark  the  target 
with  tracer  ammunition  and/or  WP  Grenade  and  trip  flares  for  a  helioopter 
Fire  Ibam  that  was  following  the  Starlight  aircraft  by  approximately  1,000 
meters*  Air  and  Artillery  also  were  employed  where  feasible* 

12.  (C)  COLANDERS  ANALYSIS » 

a*  A  Major  VC  supply  facility  complex  containing  over  8L5  tons 
of  rice,  tons  of  salt  and  other  food  commodities  was  located  and  des¬ 
troyed.  This  contained  enough  rice  to  feed  7,  300  roan,  VC  RUtslions  for 
1  year.  A  loss  of  this  magnitude  will  have  a  serious  effect  on  morale, 
create  food  shortages  and  reduce  combat  effectiveness  of  tho  VC  forces 
in  the  area  for  a  long  period  of  time  as  well  as  necessitating  higher  VC 
tax  thus  serving  to  aliniate  civilians  from  the  VC  cause. 

b.  The  Brigade  assisted  ARVN  authorities  in  re-location  of 
two  villages  during  the  course  of  Operation  ABILENE,  Returning  these 
families  to  an  area  controlled  by  the  Government  which  would  dery  the  en- 
eny  a  source  of  labor,  taxes,  food  and  recruits,  as  well  as  an  audience 
for  communist  propaganda. 

c.  The  VC  propaganda  and  political  effort  in  PHUOC  TUI  Pro¬ 
vince  suffered  at  least  a  temporary  set  back  when  the  Brigade  captured  a 
VC  political  headquarters  and  propaganda  facility,  destroying  its  re¬ 
production  equipment  and  supplies. 

d.  The  knowledge  of  the  terrain  gained  and  contacts  made  with 
government  officials  in  PHUOC  T\JY  and  LCNG  THANK  Provinces,  will  be  a 
valuable  asset  to  the  Brigade  during  future  operations  in  thin  area, 

9.  In  summary,  the  considerable  loss  of  supplies,  the  des¬ 
truction  of  33  base  camps,  the  tengporary  disruption  of  the  Viet  Cong  po¬ 
litical  and  military  organizations  of  the  area,  and  the  Plychological 
impact  (on  friend,  foe  and  neutral)  of  observing  the  military  power  of  frie 
<Uy  forces  ranging  throughout  the  area  at  will  is  bound  to  have  an  ad¬ 
verse  effect  on  enery  activities  throughout  PHUOC  TUT  Province  for  an  ex¬ 
tended  period  of  time. 

13.  (C)  CONCLUSIONS  iUD  LESS  CHS  LEARN  ED  I 

a.  Search  and  destroy  operations  should  be  considered  in  two 
phases.  The  first  phase  to  engage  or  drive  out  major  VC  forces.  The*  sec¬ 
ond  phase  is  a  detailed  search  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  facilities  not 
found  on  the  Initial  sweep.  Time  phasing  should  be  flexible  enough  to 
allow  a  unit  sufficient  time  to  ooi^pletely  destroy  all  VC  facilities. 

b.  The  %actio  of  maneuvering  small  elements  along  stream  lines 
has  been  extremely  effective.  When  utilising  this  method,  it  is  essential 
that  a  reaction  force,  capable  of  reinforcing  eiy  element,  is  available 
within  a  reasonable  length  of  time. 

o.  Generally  the  site  of  areas  capable  of  supporting  vehicular 
traffic  during  the  rally  season  era  extremely  small.  This  fact  dictates 
that  connanders  reduce  to  the  absolute  minimum  number  of  vehicles  that 
accompany  the  land  tail  convoys  during  this  season. 

d.  The  limited  road'  network,  condition  and  capacity  of  bridges 
and  small  arses  that  Artillery  units  must  oocuft,  lmpossss  s  savor*  res¬ 
triction  on  ArtUlex7  units.  In  view  of  the  above  restrictions,  it  will 
be  necessary  during  the  rally  season  to  mors  light  ArtiUoiy  units  by  air 
as  s  normal  procedure. 
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e#  Employment  of  a  starlight  scope  from  a  airborne  platform 
provides  a  substantial  amount  of  intelligence  and  serves  to  increase  pre¬ 
ssure  on  the  eneny  during  the  hours  of  darkness* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDS*  * 


3  Inclosures s 

1  -  O/L-Phase  I 

2  -  O/L-Phase  II 

3  -  O/L-Phase  III  &  2 H 
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6  -  S3  Files 
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bUBJ2CT:  Co*  bat  Operations  after  action  Report  (lw^y/dCb  /Js/32) 

7.  Fuaofrs 

a.  2/33  Artillery; 

(1)  bize  of  Force;  3  six  gun  105*-**  howitzer  batteries  aid  Head¬ 
quarters  Battery  (-)  in  direct  support  of  the  3u  Brigade  Task  Force.  One  cf  the 
six  gun  batteries  was  attached  frou  the  2/13  Artillery  throughout  Operation 
.iJlLw,,  Headquarters  Battery  (-)  ,  1  six  gun  105*-^  howitzer  battery,  1  eight 
iiich  howitzer  battery  and  one  175;.-  *  gun  battery  in  support  of  L»J  a iib  base  caa^, 

(2)  How  and  .then  iiaployed ; 

(a)  2/33  i*rtillery  (-)  ;aved  by  0*230  aircraft  froi.*  L.I  idiu  to 
a  staging  area  ut  VUHG  aa U.  The  battalion  (-)  was  uoved  fra..  VUwG  TaU  to  tho 
operational  area  by  CH-47  aircraft, 

(b)  During  Operation  ..DIl-li;  the  battalion  fired  a  total  of 
9,2A3  rounds  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force, 

(3)  ilesults  of  effectiveness:  Throughout  Operation  itBUtlU  the 
fires  of  the  battalion  were  accurate  and  violent,  ?lie  battalion  helped  prepare 
12 's  in  conjunction  with  tho  nir  Force  and  naval  gun  fire,  TOT* 8  were  fired  on 
suspected  VC  forces  in  the  area  of  operation  and  defensive  concentrations  around 
the  Brigade  CP  were  accomplished  quickly  and  professionally.  The  battalion  or 
elei.*nts  thereof  were  Loved  several  tiues  by  CH-47  whiah  helped  perfest  our  air* 
lift  procedures, 

b,  jiir  Force:  During  Operation  aB1Lo*&  the  .dr  Force  flew  235  close 
air  sorties  in  support  of  the  3d  Brigado  Task  Force.  Of  the  total  sorties  flown, 
38  were  in  preparation  for.  11  landing  zones.  Fighter  sortie#  were  as  follows: 
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22  sorties 
19  sorties 
26  sorties 
16  sorties 

7  sorties 
10  sorties 

18  sorties 

23  sorties 
15  sorties 
10  sorties 

12  sorties 
14  sorties 
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S«r.j-T.yr?:  Co.  b 't  Operations  ,*fter  action  Hepor*  .  ^.CV/^PAn/32) 

On  13  iipril  at  approximately  1200  hours  the  airborne  J'.^C  .icted 
M.-m  tax  collectors  had  established  a  collection  vj.r  voi'}ii£.t  The  F..C 

z.M*x\  for  i*j..ed.iate  airstrike  when  he  iiotoc’  .la-  •<  *oll^ ■■r-s  ruruing  off  the 
/oau  OiKi  into  the  surrounding  bushes.  The  aacac-;  :  e^.ir  'a  l:“5  hours  with  the 
I\»C  firing  liis  *.arkiiig  rocket,  about  9  VC  bolted  f  ra.*  one  ar-va  cf  the  .irking 
: ocket  oixl  began  ru&iing  for  a  house.  The  .fjghte.-m  smott'jd  the  VC  running  end 
began  their  passes.  The  VC  uede  it  to  the  ho?:~»o  but  shortly  thereafter  the 
lead  fighter  released  two  cans  of  napal.;  scoring  a  direct  hit,  3y  ac.ounti.ig 
C-v  timely  delivery  of  the  napalu  or.  the  house  the  **ir  Force  assu:.<es  5  VC  KL,, 

c.  /a:.y  iwir  Support:  During  Operation  „b.t‘Ld.Jli  the  3d  Brigaue  ;  .viatic  a 
coion  fltfw  3H7  i.*issions  for  a  total  of  3o6  heumo,  The  section  operated  a 
forward  liaintuncnce  section  at  the  Brigade  Train.?  location  to  accomplish  daily 
..-iir»t jivuice.  In  audition  a  scheduled  Maintenance  cruw  performed  9  intermediate 
and  3  periodic  inspection  at  L*I  KHH. 

The  Brigade  „viation  Section  scheme lwd  3  daily  in  support  of 

tho  operation,  with  2  of  thei.  supporting  the  i.nna  i  .  j-  n-'V-aMonr.  and  one  suppoxt- 
:ng  aho  3d  Brigade  (-).  On  future  ope.ations  a  i;i cf  one  H-13  for  each 
.Lifantry  battalion  and  one  H-13  for  the  3u  Brigad.  d.’J  will  be  required.  The 
3d  Brigade  aviation  Section  eryuiot  support  tiri  s  r,.q;;.\ tu^at  with  vUrrent  re¬ 
sources. 

Operational  problem  areas  encounter!  »'  Operation  ,.£Iia»id  wera 

a  *  **oilows : 

(a)  Tile  11$/H>  AV&id  refueling  po.infc-  at  division  Trains  was  located 

iwO  close  to  the  JP-4  refueling  resulting  in  at  -n'.ud  handling  incident 

in  which  the  uiin  rotor  blade  of  on  OH-13  was  £!»*■.'•  o  the  tailbooa.  by  the 

■  ?ior  wash  of  a  UH-1  hovering  in  the  area  fox'  ref  u.  -:.np  that  separate 

refueling  areas  be  established  with  a  Liiniuu.*  o'*  *v>  .V:  a*  ll.o  1I5/I45 

refueling  point, 

(b)  On  the  do/  prior  to  the  rtar!  ‘  a<:  ip:  m.'iion  t  Fi*  air  control 
frequencies  were  changed  by  a  confidential  Trf-  ;>.**  V  Trf  .  ;.o-u;.ply  hell* 
copter?-  and  light  fire  teous  supporting  3u  Braga  w.  dj?i  ac  r  •  -ev*  the  *iew  fre^ 
uur.uie^  a*id  ciutt.erec  up  the  Brigade  Oou^uvl  Jew  with  «ec|uea  s  for  artillery 
advisories  ana  landing  instructions, 

(c)  The  UHF  radio  in  tho  OH-131  a  In  rystal  00;»b<.lxi  Forwani 

was  assigned  UHF  Fr  equency  242,41* C,  This  is  n\f  a  frequency  Included  in  the 
standard  OH-13  ••  channelization;  consequent ly,  >1  irrigate  h*.  i  l  copters  could  not 
ur*e  their  UHF  which  was  the  priuiry  radio  for  *  :.r  --mi--#',  Staiucru  channel!* 
action  for  the  HHC  45  radio  in  the  OH-13  include*  t.«c  following  frequencies: 

(1)  236.6 

(2)  241.0 

O)  263.0 
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(4)  255.4 

(5)  257.8 

(6)  272.7 

(7)  275.8 

(8)  301.4 

(9)  340.2 

(10)  344.6 

(11)  348.6 

itocoujenu  that  prlutry  air  control  UHf  frequencies  useu  uuring  lit 
Infantry  ui vision  operations  be  selected  froi.i  the  above. 

*  . 

d,  *iavy:  .iaval  gun  fire  was  used  whenever  elements  of  the  3d  Brigade 
weru  within  the  range  of  the  8  inch,  6inch  or  5  incn  naval  guns.  Firos  were 
called  for  and  received  for  L4  preparation  ana  suspected  VC  troop  concentrations. 
This  added  mansion  was  a  new  experience  for  the  Brigade  having  never  used 
iiayal  gun  fire  in  support  of  previous  operations.  The  effectiveness  of  the  gun 
fire  proved  to  be  of  great  help  during  Operation  iui  «.t^s>ij. 


8.  j:-  ■’  -uIG^Cii: 


a.  w3tii.-ate  of  VC  Strength:  Prior  to  t.he  operation  Mw  total  esti- 
ated  VC  strength  in  the  operational  area  was  believed  to  be  arounu  4,920.  The 

order  of  battle  appeared  to  be  the  94th  Regiiant  (IXuJG  I  with  ar. 

f>tjjiated  strength  of  2,000  Lien  occupying  the  po^or  of  PHOUC  TUT 

evince;  the  860th  Battalion  with  a  strength  of  300  *jcn  oc  lupying  the  north 
central  portion  of  PHOUC  TUf  Province;  the  310th  Battalion  consisting  of  350 
■troops  and  a  possible  local  force  (1000  wen)  in  tno  northern  area  of  PHOUC 
TUX  Province.  Other  units  were  5  local  forte  ca*«par.‘.es  viV.i  a  total  strength  of  \ 

'  "70  mu  believed  to  be  in  the  area.  ^ 

\ 

b.  Source  of  Intelligence  Received  Prior  to  the  Operation:  Headquarters  ; 

1st  Infantry  Division  was  the  source  of  all  inf  oration  received  prior  to  Opera¬ 
tion  and  the  priory  source  throughout  the  operation,  bo**  intelligence  , 

:*»fonvition  was  received  frou  province  officials  and  advisers  in  B.»  HI*  as  well 

am  district  officials  in  XUTuW  IOC  District. 


c.  Situation  .jxticipated  During  the  Operation:  Th<-_  Brigade  Coi^anaer 
felt  that  with  such  a  large  force  being  deployed  into  the  area  the  VC  would  net 
-tend  and  fight  unless  trapped  by  US  troops,  or  to  protect  a  vital  base  ccujp 
area.  The  tactics  that  he  felt  the  VC  would  use  woulu  be  to  harass  US  troop# 
with  ULnes,  booby  traps  ana  snipers  and  avoid  0  heavy  ei^egeusnt  if  at  all 
possible. 


d.  Situation  encountered  During  the  Operation;  Jo  u;Jor  contact  or 
engagsLent  was  uide  with  VC  forces*  VC  ocx&aet  conflicted  of  sniper  action  one 
«£rtar  and  stall  anas  engagements  by  up  to  reinforced  squM  sine  guerrila  cls- 
*.«nits  characterised  oy  a  sudden  flurry  of  five*  Wnes  and  booby  traps  were  not 
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used  as  extensively  by  /C  forces  as  has  been  experienced  in  previous  operations. 
U^ill  base  cai-.jp:  curt  rice  storage  areas  were  discovered  and  in  several  instances 
gave  signs  of  hayiiig  been  recently  vacated  by  care  taker  personal. 


y  -  e,  Terrain  Features,  Obstacles  and  Weather:  The  largest  portion  cf 

"  terrain  in  tne  operational  area  was  flat  to  gently  rolling  with  i.*ust  elevations 
below  one  hundred  fifty  uaters.  'Two  large  hill  Losses,  nUI  OnG  Ci.U  ana  .Ail  Tnl 
V*I,  rising  abruptly  in  the  southwest  portion  and  WUi  a*.X  T«f)  in  the  northeast 
portion  presenter  d 01. dilating  terrain*  Jungle  areas  were  thick,  rising  in  so*js 
cases  to  a  height  of  one  hundred  feet  with  a  twenty  foot  undergrowth  hindered 
i.^ve.ient  of  Ut*  troops  and  afforded  the  VC  excellent  cover  and  caicealnent  for 
their  hit  and  run  tactic**  ;  The  weather  during  the  period  was  extrenely  hot  and 
nr/  with  only  one  rain  during  the  operation*  Weather  aid  *wt  preclude  any 
operations.  hoonVght  duri.ig  the  period  provided  excellent  light  at  night  with 
a  full  u>on  on  5  April*  There  were  no  obstacles  in  the  operational  area* 


f*  A^sychological  warfare:  *  total  of  155*000  leaflets  were  distri¬ 
butee  by  aircraft*  The  theues  used  were:  (1)  CVrMJS  *dr  Superiority;  (2) 
The  1st  Infantry  Division  is  Here  to  Help  Xou;  (3)  VC  Tax  Collection. 


g.  hi  and  IPW*  activities  Hiring  the  Operation:  The  only  civilian 
population  encountered  was  in  the  District  Capital  of  XUfkW  kCC,  These  people 
wore  very  friendly  ana  cooperative  in  aiding  US  troops  against  the  VC  who  held 
the*.,  within  a  two  kilcL*tor  radius  of  1UX4R  wOC  ana  taxdthea.  heavily.  IP5f  tea jj# 
worked  with  kk»'l»P  teui~s  in  the  village  interviewing  villagers,  although  no 
valuable  infer:  .al*  ion  was  obtained,  this  eLployuent  of  IF*;  toa^f  could  prove  to 
profitable  on  future  operations*  The  IPW  teaa  interrogated  two  suspects 
who  were  later  turned  over  to  trie  District  Chief  of  XUfkn  ii)C  who  later  confirmed 
the^i  to  be  VC  *  :  collectors.  There  were  a  total  of  one  hundren  eleven  docum¬ 
ents  discovered. 

9.  iaik^LOdf  Frou  1st  Infantry  Division  0P0RD  7-66  (Operation  JBIL&tt) 

(U),  dated  243200  karch  1966: 

1st  Infantry  Division  conducts  search  and  destroy  operations  in  FHUOC 
TUX  Province  to  locate  and  destroy  olsLieuU  of  the  94th  and  5tA  VC  tegLjeats, 
their  Base  Ca^iv*  and  the  T dJ  Secret  Zono, 

d*  y\  Brigade 

(1}  attached  1  D  Troop  1/4  Cav  effective  on  order. 

1  Inf  Bn,  1st  Bde  effective  30  irar  66, 

.  (2)  OPOOD  one  airuobils  co  effective  31  Mar  66. 

(3)  Conduct  olrufeils  assault  on  dssignated  LZ  on  31  hor  66* 

(4)  Conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  assigned  aO. 

(5  On  oiuer  conduct  search  cad  destroy  operation  in  subsequent 

aD*s, 
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UijJiXT:  Combat  Operations  «£ter  action  Report  (i**CV/Rlb/J3/32) 

k,  Coordinating  Instructions 

(1)  Detailed  instructions  on  initial  L2s  and  *0'a  will  be 
issued  by  Frag  Order  on  29  iiar  66. 

(2)  itijGiICO  teaus  will  bo  provided  to  each  Bn  ana  Ddo  site 
unit  to  coordinate  Aavai  gunfire  support.  Teas .s  will  report  to  units  on 

29  icr  66* 

(3)  authority  granted  to  Brigade  Co-uinaers  to  e;ploy  aC*. 
in  accordance  with  current  instructions. 
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Frosu  3d  Brigade  urORb  4-66  (Operation  *3Il*#4t) 


3#  iSCJCUTIOA: 

a.  Concept  of  Operation:  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  i-oves  by  C130 
aircraft  on  iUHtUH  30  liarch  1966  to  VDdG  TrtU  to  stage;  prepares  to  conduct  air- 
ujbile  operations  with  1  battalion  to  secure  artillery  base  and  Ln's  fcr  re- 
uiining  battalions,  Thereafter,  2  battalions  will  conduct  search  and  destroy 
cpe rations  within  assigned  *>0;  3d  battalion  secures  artillery  base,  acts  as 
brigade  reserve.  Infantry  battaliuiia  deploy  arujd  and  equipped  for  Lov««mt 
by  UHlD  helicopter  on  short  notice,  artillery  battalion  and  Brigade  OP  deploy 
oruid  and  equipped  fcr  uovei.:ent  by  CH47  helicopters.  Fire  support  will  be 
provided  by  2/33  arty,  Division  .artillery,  2d  AB  ana  Baval  gunfire  using  on 
call  fires  to  the  uaxij.aiu  and  pre-planned  fires  to  the  luinlniu,  Rapid  dle« 
placeumt  and  reaction  is  the  key. 

b.  1/2  Inf: 

c.  2/2  Inf:  L>tl  KHJ  base  caLp  security  force 

d.  1/16  Inf: 

e.  2/28  Inf: 

f .  B  Trp  1/4  Cav: 

g.  2/33  «rty:  B3% 

h.  B  Co  1st  iSngr  Bn:  Provide  iingr  deuo  teaus  to  each  infantry 
battalion  lx.  "  KH:  base  cai^p  security  force. 

i.  &  Trains:  annex  b,  a iuinist ration  and  Logistics. 

j.  Coordinating  Instructions: 

(1)  iieference  chock  point  system,  .juiex  H. 

(2)  .areas  of  operation  and  FGL*«  to  be  announced. 

(3)  The  2/28  Inf  and  1/Ut>  Inf  will  leave  behind  at  1*1 
a  M&njum  of  one  81ju  uortar  tube  and  crew  and  all  4.2  inch  u>rtar«9 

(4)  Departing  units  subuit  their  atay-behind  foxhole  strength 
V>  the  Brigade  S3  «HT  291200  imrch  1966. 

(5)  i*ll  personnel  will  carry  protective  uasks. 

(6)  l<hon  VC  oontact  is  code,  all  efforts  will  be  uxle  to  fi^ 

end  destroy  the  eneLy  fores,  \ 

(7)  nil  support  units  remitting  ct  Ud  Ut*  be  prepared  to  can 
the  brigade  perlueter  and  conduct  patrols. 

(8)  ikjsrgency  lifting  of  friendly  fires  will  be  red  star 

cluittr* 

(9)  Urgency  helicopter  pod  will  be  corked  with  an  »k"  using 

orange  panels. 
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11.  ^CUTIQR: 

The  3c*  Brigade  Task  Force  iiu.tia^eU  Operation  .*111.  A*  .2  at  300700 
/'c>  inarch  1966  with  the  1/16  Inf,  2/28  Inf,  1/2  inf  and  2/33  «rtilLsry.  Thu  3d 
Bdu  was  airlifted  by  C130  aircraft  from  L»I  IiHR  to  a  staging  nr^a  vie  VU.«G 
TiiU.  Thu  1/2  Inf  was  airlifted  from  PHUOC  VIRh  to  VUiiG  T..U  easing  at  301150 
inarch  1966,  ,»11  units  closed  VUiiG  T.»U  by  301615  liarch  1966,  2/2  Irif  defended 
the  JL*I  iviill  perimeter  during  Operation  .iBILRAii* 

On  31  harch  1966  the  1/2  Inf  conducted  an  airu>bile  assault  starting 
at  0805  hours  into  L£  PORTLiRB  (£>3577).  i*H  elements  were  in  by  0900  hours 
with  negative  contact*  at  0655  hours  the  2/33  artillery  began  being  lifted 
into  L£  iORTLuJB  and  the  first  battery  was  read y  to  fire  by  0930  hours.  *X 
0946  hours  the  1/16  Inf  began  airmobile  assaults  into  U>  P**«oLAT0R  (£>3571) 
and  was  coi, dieted  by  1035  hours  with  negative  contact.  «*t  1100  hours  2/28  Inf 
began  airoobile  operations  into  Li  ttLtisii  (ib2575)  and  completed  the  assault  by 
1155  hours  with  no  VC  contact. 

On  1  .;pril  1966  the  l/li  Inf  conducted  S&D  operations  to  the  west 
suffering  4  \/Lt  during  the  day  with  light  contact  throughout  the  day.  Trie 
2/28  Inf  conducted  local  S&D  patrolling  during  the  day  with  negative  contact. 

The  1/2  Inf  conducted  local  patrolling  around  the  Brigade  0?  with  negative 
contact. 

On  2  jipril  1966  the  1/2  Inf  conducted  local  operat-on:  around  t he 
Brigade  CP  (XS351770)  making  light  contact  throughout  the  t.w .  ,,  Company 

1/2  Infantry  conducted  an  aintobile  assault  into  L6  ('/  ^9^758)  beginning 

at  0814  hours.  B  Company  1/2  Inf  engaged  a  VC  squad  vie  j£T.\°  5 ,7o2  and  suffered 
2  WIa.  iit  1335  hours  «  Company  1/2  Inf  founu  a  base  cauo  (f:-6327)  including 
a  dispensary.  The  base  caup  was  destroyed  by  burning  and  railing  in  artillery. 
1/16  Inf  conducted  SikQ  operations  throughcAit  the  day  with  native  contact  but 
suffering  1  WLt  and  7.  K.I«  from  a  booby  trap  vie  IS26371#.  '“he  battalion  coiled 
at  £>256707  cm  £>26367  .  The  2/28  Inf  continues  to  S&i)  in  t  ie  vie  cf  their 
ROR  position  (£>271755),  at  1315  hours  a  warning  order  ued  to  the  2/28 

Inf  to  tiuYe  to  £>241796  for  air  Liovemeat  to  area  TiXS  ana  be  attached  tc  the 
2u  Brigade.  R t  1620  hours  the  battalion  come  under  the  centre  .L  of  the  2d  Bde, 

On  3  April  1966  B  Coupon/  1/2  Inf  was  airlifted  frou  the  Brigade  C? 
to  Li  RdB  (£>377792)  with  negative  contact.  Other  elements  of  1/2  Inf  conduct¬ 
ed  platoon  size  patrols  throughout  the  day  resulting  in  light  contact  with  no 
confirmed  VC  KI«.  Tho  1/16  Inf  conducted  S&D  operations  with  3  coupanies  caking 
no  contact  with  the  VC  during  the  day.  The  1/16  inf  had  3  positions: 

*  Company  1/16  Inf  £>276665,  B  Company  1/16  Inf  £5274661,  C  Company  1/16  ltd 
and  Battalion  CP  £*271668.  The  2/28  Inf  continued  under  the  operational  Cent  re 1 
of  2u  brigade* 

On  4  *pril  1966  the  1/2  Inf  conducted  care  cm  cleaning  of  equipment 
with  only  patrolling  actions  around  the  Brigade  CP.  Mt  1010  hours  tho  recta* 
naiesancs  platoon  1/2  Inf  suffered  1  WX*  frou  sniper  fire.  Mt  1735  hours  a 
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SUBJECT:  Coi.bat  Operations  After  .1  :t,icn  deport  (k  vCV/kO&  / l'/22) 

CH47  helicopter  was  hit  by  ground  fire  (YB352765)  a.  it  ;let  a  *tod  the  1/2  Inf 
area  ana  had  to  return  to  the  1/2  r”f  posi  tion.  ?/16  Inf  was  airlifted  fra* 
YB2766  to  i3LUii  (YB6767)  and  ^vai.lirVd  a  defensive  perimeter  for  the 
Brigade  CP  ana  2/33  filler/  whi-.h  :'h-  ^d  by  1650  hours. 

On  5  April  1966  j,  Company  V-'*  wa3  airlifted  into  1 Z  0Au«G& 
(YB632615)  with  negative  VC  contact.  .  deception  plan  also  went  into  effect 
at  this  time  with  naval  gunfire  preparing  L L  GHillJ  (Yb 7406 50}  and  eL.pt/ 
helicopters  simulating  the  landing  rf  troops  on  LZ  GilZdJ,  u  Cckpany  1/16  Inf 
had  negative  contact  fur  the  remir^r  of  the  day  and  closed  into  their  BGi* 
position  vicinity  YB6755&4.  -  '-6  Inf  (-)  refined  with  the  Brigade  CP. 

The  2/28  Inf  returnea  to  the  operational  control  of  the  Brigade  at  0853  hour# 
ana  cenaucted  6&D  operations  to  vlie  southeast  from  vie  Y55767  vdth  negative 
contact.  The  battalion  set  up  v .<  vhree  separate  perimeters  for  the  night: 
a  Company  2/28  Inf  YB 5 97 640,  8  *:  ...pan/  2/28  Inf  and  Battalion  w  YS  65 1641# 
and  C  CcLpany  2/28  Inf  YB 603/3  #it-  0600  hours  the  1/2  Tnf  cam  under  the 

operational  control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  for  division  reserve. 

\ 

On  6  april  1966  at  0730  '"'ours  naval  gunfire  began  preparing  LZ  B 
(YB625610)  for  ail  air  assault  by  Company  .1/16  Inf.  "’he  naval  preparation 
ceased  at  0745  hours  anu  artillmy  and  tiie  idr  Force  began  preparing  LZ  3. 

C  Coi.pany  1/16  Inf  was  on  the  LZ  by  0622  hours  with  tv;?r.tive  contact,  The 
company  began  S&D  operations  wost,  and  south  from  the  I/,  a  Company  1/16  Inf 
conducted  S&j  to  the  west  fron  iht  r  ilOii  position,  JL035  h».urs  C  Company 
1/16  Inf  found  a  rice  cache  vie  7S60j515  conslstvvj  »  ’  l/-r>  (200  lbs  each) 

of  rice  and  100  sheets  of  tin  winch  was  uestro/ea.  #.t  3/1.5  hours  C  Company 
1/1 6  Inf  found  a  base  camp  and  destroyed  sane  except  for  cioruuerst*  and  a  pair 
of  binoculars  which  were  evacuateu,  4it  the  same  location  10  tons  of  rice  were 
destroyed.  The  1/16  Inf  rei^ained  as  the  Brigade  CP  eecur*./y,  The  2/28  Inf 
conducted  S&D  to  the  northeast of  their  overnight  position  with  negative  Contact. 
The  2/28  ^nf  was  located  at  YBf5l67l  for  the  night.  The  2/3 3  .artillery  Loved 
ii  3attery  from  the  Brigade  CP  lo  -.a*  ■> . .u  to  £5653.671  to  :  upper  t  C  Company  3/16 
Inf.  nt  0800  hours  C  Btry  2/3>  Arty  ^attached  to  the  2/33  ^rty  during  Operatic® 

moved  by  CH47  helicopter  from  area  OitiXSOH  aiw  closed  into  the  Brigade 
CP  (YS6767)  by  1330  hours. 

On  7  April  1966  B  Collar/  \/l.6  Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault 
into  LZ  C  (YB595605)  after  it  baa  boon  prepared  by  naval  gunfire,  artillery 
fire  and  airstrikes.  The  coLpany  Conducted  B&D  south  f  this  location  for 
the  reminder  of  the  day  and  wa,«  *.xf,r  acted  from  LZ  D  (YT  565593)  back  to  the 
3rigade  CP  area.  The  3/16  Inf  y  ,  •omiucted  S4D  rvceJ.v:i r.g  sporadic  small 
an.fi  throughout  the  day  with  nojy.hive  results.  The  bat>V.cn  (-)  closed  into 
the  area  of  the  Brigade  CP  by  1620  hours.  The  2/28  Ini  ^ondusteu  care  and 
maintenance  of  equipwant  throughout  the  day.  The  battalion  (-)  .vat  located  at 
YB650672  with  C  Ouupany  in  the  Brigad*  CP  area.  At  3  >35  hour*  B  Trp  1/6  Cav 
joined  the  3d  Brigade  ana  was  r*4.^r.hcd  tc  2/28  Infantry. 

On  8  npril  1966  C  Gotpany  l/1 6  Tn*  t0  the  east  to 

£>719671  end  then  north  to  YB73oT4  with  negative  conta^,  Paoro3ft freu  a  and 
B  coupon!**  had  negative  VC  curb  a  jo  during  the  day*  Two  one  of  3  Company 
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bVftLiCT:  ft,:  bet  Operations  ,*ftor  action  Report  (**.CV/RCb/J3/32) 


1/16  Infantry  were  airlifted  into  £>5662  when  a  Vietnamese  fanner  gave  a  pre¬ 
arranged  signal  that  /C  tax  collectors  were  in  the  area.  The  platoons  were 
nble  to  capture  2  VC  tax  collectors •  ut  2306  hours  i)  Company  1/16  Inf  received 
sniper  fire  vie  £>>64649  resulting  in  1  US  i.Lv.  «t  1330  hours  a  platoon 
spotted  4  VC  and  took  then  under  fire  and  2  VC  fell  but  were  carried  off  bofei 
the  platoon  could  reach  the  area.  The  1/16  Inf  (-)  refined  in  the  area  of 
the  Brigade  CP  with  C  Company  at  £>718704.  The  2/28  Inf  conducted  Sdd  opera¬ 
tions  durmig  the  uay  and  suffered  1  Win  from  a  clnyi.mre  type  mine ,  Cocapny 

2/28  Inf  was  secretly  placed  at  IS612710  where  the  company  remained  until  10 
<tpril  1966, 


On  9  ^pril  1966  the  1/16  Infantry  conducted  small  S&i)  operations 
around  the  Brigade  CP  area  With  negative  contact.  The  2/28  Inf  conducted 
b&t>  operations  around  £>6363,  £>6264  and  £>6566.  at  1900  hours  B  Company  2/28 
Inf  received  suall  arms  fire  vie  £>657669.  /tfter  the  fire  was  returned  a  patrol 
reported  negative  results  after  searching  the  area.  The  1/26  Inf  was  flcwn 
from  PHUGC  VLih  by  C130  to  VUWG  TaU  comiiig  under  the  operational  control  of 
the  Brigade,  at  0930  hours  1/26  Inf  conducted  an  air  assault  into  LZ 
(£>716755)  with  negative  contact  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 


On  10  april  1966  the  l/26  Inf  conducted  b&L  operations  from  their 
overnight  positions  going  northwest,  northeast  and  east  finding  a  base  camp 
(£>693780),  killing  1  VC  and  possibly  wounding  another,  A  Company  1/16  Ini 
conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  LZB  (£>761680)  after  naval,  air  and 
artillery  preparation.  The  company  had  negative  contact,  2/28  Inf  conducted 
b&D  operations  in  an  area  from  £>630760  to  £>660770  to  £>660680  to  £>620680 
with  negative  contact. 


On  11  ,ipril  1966,  the  Brigade  CP  and  artillery  base  was  moved  by  air 
to  LZ  BILLLrfGS  (£>67.58+3)  which  had  been  secured  by  2/28  Infantry,  The  1/26 
Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  5IIL4£T  (£>45591 5)  and  cane  under 
tiie  operational  Control  of  the  2d  Brigade,  The  1/16  Inf  conducted  an  airmo¬ 
bile  assault  into  LZ  BUTT!*  (£>645913)  with  all  landings  resulting  in  negative 
contact. 


On  12  *pril  1966  the  1/16  Inf,  located  at  £>628912,  began  bL'J  opera¬ 
tions  southwest  and  then  northeast  and  north  to  the  battalion  CP,  C  Company 
1/16  Inf  located  at  £>b52890  began  b&D  operations  east  and  north  finding  an  old 
Y  base  camp  (XS70393r/)  and  was  fired  on  by  2  VC,  In  the  return  fire  cne  VC  was 
believed  to  have  been  hit,  *  Company  1/16  Inf  remained  in  reserve  ana  conduct* 
od  local  operation  suffering  1  \ih*  from  VC  small  arms  fire  at  XS6849 22,  nil 
elements  closed  ::  .ito  the  battalion  perimeter  by  1730  hours  with  no  further  VC 
contact.  The  2/>  8  Inf  continued  to  secure  the  Brigade  C?  and  artillery  base 
anu  remained  in  reserve  to  assist  the  1/16  Infantry,  The  2/26  Inf  spent  the 
night  vicinity  Brigade  0>  (£>675645). 
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LUDJJGT:  Cuibat  Operations  ,tfter  nctlu*  ’’f\c  rt  (L.l*V/iiCb/J3/32) 

On  13  April  1966  the  1/16  Infantry  conducted  S&D  operations  south 
frcL*  £>703941' tv  vicinity  £>7090  firing  or.  2  VC  setting  up  a  clayucro  Line 
vicinity  £>701904.  Thu  VC  fled  and  the  r  ayiore  was  uestroyed.  .  C  Cu.pany 
1/16  Inf  secured  an  area  for  the  engineers  who  were  clearing  an  extraction 
*one  to  be  used  by  the  1/16  Inf  on  14  April,  2/28  Inf  regained  on  alert  to 
reinforce  the  2u  Brigade  if  necessary  and  to  assist  1/16  ki£  if  necessary* 

On  14  April  1966  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  terminated  Operation 
with  all  a  latent  s  returning  to  l«dL  KIL2  via  C123  aircraft  and  UH1 
helicopters.  The  Brigade  closed  at  2010  hours  thus  ending  a  16  day  operation* 
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RESULTS; 

a.  Captured  dquipuent : 


1 

Binoculars 

1 

Hauser  rifle 

21 

Crossbows 

5 

Machetes 

«Xiuerous 

Documents 

b*  Destroyed  iSqulpysMt  J 

70  tons 

Rice 

100  sheets 

Tin 

2 

Clayuore  nines 

300  bolts 

Cloth 

100  sets 

Laundry 

5500  gallons 

Fuel 

500  gallons 

Oil 

10 

Grenades 

2 

baupans 

3 

Snail  boats 

7  gallons 

Kero  S' wo 

15  sets 

Khaki a 

1 

Rifle 

51 

huts 

1 

Law 

30 

iJew  slurts 

Juberou* 

Mines  and  bwoby  traps 

Juberous 

Fots,  pans  and  eating 

c.  Friendly  losses! 

U±  Mil 

30  «cr  66 

0  0 

31  tar  66 

1  2 

1  Apr  66 

0  2 

1 

10 

*■ 


V 

\  \ 
\  f 


\  [ 


»  J11  "gw. 


W 


tjt 


•»r 


i  wI3“C 
sUbJiCi’: 


Coiijat  Oj^^iticnf 

•  * 

nctiui  fopurt  (hA 

l)nT4 

KI^ 

ii 

2  sipr  66 

1 

1 

3  npr  66 

0 

0 

4  etpr  66 

0 

3 

5  npr  66 

0 

3 

6  ,upr  66 

0 

2 

7  npr  66 

0 

0 

8  «pr  66 

0 

1 

9  npr  66 

0 

2 

20  e.pr  66 

0 

0 

H  npr  66 

0 

0 

22  npr  66 

0 

1 

23  e»pr  66 

0 

0 

24  npr  66 

0 

0 

T0T<Us 

2 

17 

2?  «pril  1966 


4.  iivscy  Leases  i 


DnTiS 

nidi  (D C^) 

WU  (PCS) 

(uln 

( JbT) 

m 

30  ter  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

31  ter  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  Apr  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Q 

2  iipr  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  npr  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  npr  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

>  d.pr  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6  a pr  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7  #»pr  66 

0 

c 

0 

0 

0 

8  npr  66 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

9  npr  66 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

20  npr  66 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

11  npr  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22  npr  66 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

23  npr  66 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

24  .%pr  66 

4 

J2 

Jt 

J1 

Ji 

TOTAL 

2 

8 

1 

1 

2 

O.  .UiJ.»E>T.t..lflVd  iuXiiSaai 


The  log lstiocl  base  for  the  >1  Brigade  Task  Force  was  with  the  i&vi- 
sioti  base  at  BLdl  3<>  SOUTH  for  uost  of  the  operation.  The  brigade  elements 
normally  resupplied  frua  0630  -  0000  hour#  and  from  1500  >  1700  hairs  daily  by 
UH1  and  0«47  helicopters.  nt  least  one  hot  utal  was  pro  video  dally  to  include 
cold  drinks  one  ouefort  items.  The  Brigade  averaged  i»$  sorties  of  UK1  heli- 
copters  daily  with  a  total  tonnage  of  30  tv«s  per  day.  The  artillery  Class  V 
averaged  259  tots  with  70  CK47  sorties,  hsdisal  support  and  evacuaUcn  was 
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AV333LIO-C  w  w  27  April  1966 

SUUJBCTi  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (KACV/ICS/J3/32) 


exoellent  ^dth  173  patients  soon  during  the  operation  including  noi>.battle  and 
disease’  patients,  Ho  particular  supply  probl-m  areas  were  noted  during  Cpo ration 
A33JE0S, 

1U,  stolil  Enurarro  m  rmmmst 

a,  71*  1/16  Infantry  e^>  orijneAt^d 
Iff?  grenade  launcher*  *It  was  proven  to  Vo  very  effective  in  illuminating'  a  squad 
or  platoon  £  ze  front* 

b,  EIJJQ  CS  cartridges  dropped  from  heliooptors  were  tried  but  after  2 
pods  were  dropped  and  failed  to  activate,  tlioir  use  was  terminatod, 

o*  The  Brigade  used  naval  gunfire  for  tho  first  timo  and  it  proved  to  be. 
highly  offeotivo  In  proparing  IZ  »s  and  supporting  unite  on  tho  ground* 

d,  The  Brigade  CP  was  coraplotoly  airmobile  during  Operation  ABIU2J3  for 
tho  first  time  sinoo  arriving  in  VIEBIAM,  It  proved  to  bo  suooossful, 

15,  AMBgSSl 

Some  lessons  loamod  during  Operation  ADILKIE  iroroi 

a*  Booh  Brigade  should  have  a  diroot  support  aviation  company  (airmobile, 
light)  which  is  immediately  rosponsivo  to  -;he  Drigado  noods, 

b,  Tho  nerval  gunfiro  to  arcs  need  a  bottor  noons  of  oormmiocting  witli  tho 
supporting  ships.  Several  times  tho  naval  gunfiro  support  available  to  tho  Iklgcdd 
oodd  not  be  usod  booauso  of  lack  of  ooiwwnioations  witn  tho  ships, 

6,  Close  coordination  with  OVK  sector  por sound  accounted  f cr  3  VC  ZLk 
and  2  VOC, 

d,  Thore  is  a  dofinito  nood  to  have  roydacomont  dothing,  particularly 
socks,  readily  available  to  bo  issued  to  tho  man  as  noodod, 

d,  Tho  iiso  of  stcy-bohind  fore  os  io  an  oxcollont  idoa  and  should  bo  usod 
noro  often,  Stqy-bohind  forcoe  dazing  Operation  ABUSE  aooountod  for  5  VC  Kt*  and 
75  tens  of  rice  destroyed, 

f ,  Tharo*  is  a  nood  to  oonduct  training  In  squad  and  platoon  tootles  between 
each  eporatian  and,  when  foasiblo,  during  operations. 


12 


I 


wmsda-a 


£ 


idfitrtiinimsiii 


JUMJCTs  Ooribat  Operations  APtor  Aotlon  Ro?ort  (fttir/XS/K/yi) 

oociumjis  caaalnrs 


87  jlprlX  ir66 


til-1  S°BM+r^1f?<S°  ife  nlsslen  ui#.  oven  .-rcctcir  profossionalljo 

J’~  p5f^  operations,  Iho  units  ooeporlonoo*  now  lnoludo  uso  md  nilioatior  of 

r*1  * 14,0  **»«*>.  t»  «wu^oSSratf 

inoroasod  and  toohniquos  troro  porfootocl  cVrlns  Operation  ASfflSffi,  Jhc 

™th^  iain0V«  boforo  5oon  so  as  ta  bo  Scplotolye taeb£L  w« 

nothod  of  operation  proved  to  bo  highly  suooossful,  *  AiUS 

sa^SSSw3^  ^^sw-sms  ss 

sftSw.**  a’1*t'"  ““to 
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VHLUL1K  D  niODBHJIC 
Golem  ol.  Infant xy 
CcKnanding 

Copioa  Pumiahodi 

ISACV  J2 
IttCT 

Comandor  2d  Air  Div 
Contending  Conor ol  lot  Jfcc  Dir 


